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THIS WEEK’S NEWS 


PAGE 


A GARDEN OF REMEMBRANCE, designed by the City 
Architect, Mr. Leonard C. Howitt, F.R.LB.A., has 
been completed in St. Peter’s-square, Manchester. 
NorFoLk EDUCATION ‘COMMITTEE invite architects to 
submit designs in competition for a County Modern 
(Secondary) School at Hunstanton. Mr. Denis Clarke 
Hall, F.R.LB.A., is the assessor and premiums of 
£500, £250 and £150 are offered. 

A HOUSING SCHEME designed by Mr.’ Donald H. 
McMorran, F.R.I.B.A. (Farquharson and McMorran), 
for Hampstead B.C. is described and illustrated. 

(A HOUSING SCHEME incorporating the use of aluminium 
for the roofs of the dwellings has been designed by 
Messrs. Basil Spence and Partners for Sunbury-on- 
Thames U.D.C. 

Tue Royav InstiruTE OF BRITISH ARCHITECTS has 
issued a statement on salary scales for architects 
engaged on work for local government. 

YREVISED REGULATIONS have been approved by the 
‘R.L.B.A. Council by which, after January 1, 1951. 
‘and with certain exceptions, the examinations in 
jprofessional practice will be held separately from 
the. remainder of the Associate examinations to allow 
carnididates to comply with the requirement to gain 
12 months’ practical experience. 

Matters relating to the prosecution of architects 
for offences relating to building licences were discussed 
at the 70th ordinary meeting of A.R.C.U.K. 

THE SUGGESTION that the large structures required by 
some public utility undertakings should not be sited 
in towns but rather in the countryside, was made by 
Dr. Thomas Sharp in his presidential address to the 
Institute of Landscape Architects. 

OBSERVATIONS on the current building scene in South 
Africa have been made by Mr. W. H. Gough-Cooper, 
who recently visited the Union. 


504 


510 


511 


518 


519 


519 


520 


523 


524 


SOME OF THE EFFECTS of devaluation on the cost of 
building were commented upon by Mr. Norman 
Longley, President, N.F.B.T.E., at a meeting of the 
West Surrey area of the Southern Counties Employers. 525 
THE NEED to ensure adequate opportunities for the 
training of general foremen and supervisory grades 
and the essentially long-term nature of the incentives 
principle in building were among points raised by 
Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish, F.I.0.B., in recent 
speeches’in London. 526 





CEMENT AND NATIONALISATION 


OF all the industries in which this country to-day is 

engaged, by far the most important to its economy 
are those whose products find a ready sale in the world’s 
markets. The cement industry is in this category, and for 
this reason it is difficult to understand why the threat of 
nationalisation should be extended to a smoothly running 
machine which is earning ever increasing revenue from 
abroad. Labour Believes in Britain, the Labour Party’s 
manifesto, states: ‘* The efficiency of the building materials 
industries must also be raised. In one outstanding case, 
cement manufacture, the industry is controlled by a tightly 
organised private monopoly which allows high profits to be 
made. More research and more effective standardisation 
is required in this industry, which needs to expand to meet 
demands not only at home but abroad, in the Common- 
wealth and other overseas countries requiring extensive 
economic development. Labour will not leave this essential 
industry in the hands of a private monopoly but will transfer 
it to public ownership.” 

All the allegations contained in this paragraph have 
been vigorously answered on several occasions by members 
of the industry, notably by Mr. George Earle, whose 
detailed replies were given in this newspaper, April 29, 
1949, and by the Earl of Selborne in a challenging address 
given in London last week. it does not strengthen the 
case for the nationalisation proposal that the Government 
have not considered it necessary to refer the industry to the 
Monopolies Commission, nor can any support for it be 
found in the report of the fforde Committee. 





THE SOUTH BANK 
CONCERT HALL 
The Foundation Stone 


HIS foundation stone was laid 
on October 12 by the Prime 
Minister in what will be the foyer 
of the main entrance of the South 
Bank Concert Hall. Made of pol- 
ished black Delabole slate, it bears 
the London County Council’s coat of 
arms set in bronze mercurial gilt 
and the inscription commemorating 
the laying of the stone. It was 
designed and carved by Mr. Peter 
Morton. The trowel and mallet 
used by the Prime Minister were 
designed and made by A. R. Emerson 
and J. H. Brandt, of the Central 
School of Arts and Crafts. 
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July 29 last, Mr. Douglas Jay, Economic Secretary to the 


Treasury, was at pains to point out that the percentage of 


industrial companies which did not increase their dividends 
from April, 1948, to March, 1949, was 93.1. There were 
‘certain exceptions, of which the cement companies were 
one, and he deplored the fact that they had decided to raise 
their dividends contrary to the Government’s White Paper 
policy. That, he said, proved the case for the nationalisa- 
tion of the cement industry. 

Mr. Jay did not make it clear that dividends were 
increased by the cement companies, presumably as a 
protective measure, only after the intention to nationalise 
the industry had been made public. 

So far there appears to be no cogent reason for risking 
an upheaval in an industry whose value to the nation’s 
economy at a time like the present is vital. It can hardly 
be claimed that so great a changeover can be effected 
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It would appear that the charges made in the manifesto 
have, since their publication, lacked substance in the eyes 
of the Government, for in the House of Commons on 
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without impairing, to some degree, the tempo of export 
production. Moreover, over the years the skill and 
enterprise of British cement industrialists have placed the 
industry in a favourable position in the world market. If, 
as has been intimated, some of the cement companies form 
new companies to take over their foreign assets, much of 
that skill and enterprise would not only be lost to the 
nationalised industry but would be ranged in competition 
against it. This, coupled with the fact that there are foreign 
powers which, while content to buy from an independent 
industry, might be unwilling to order supplies from the 
British Government, might well retard export aspirations 
for this commodity for a long time to come. 

Unless more convincing arguments can be advanced for 
nationalisation, the cement industry should be given every 
encouragement to increase still further the contribution it 
is already making to the prosperity of the country, and of 
the forms of encouragement available the most useful 
would be an unequivocal declaration by the Government 
that it does not intend to mix nationalisation with cement. 








CITY OF MANCHESTER WAR MEMORIAL 


LEONARD C. HOWITT, F.R.1.B.A., CITY ARCHITECT 


THE first object of the Trust Deed of the Manchester War 

Memorial Fund was accomplished when the Garden of 
Remembrance in St. Peter’s-square was dedicated by the Lord 
Bishop of Manchester on March 30 this year. 


The Garden of Remembrance, which has been constructed 
to the design of Mr. Leonard C. Howitt, B.Arch., Dip.T.P., 
D.P.A., F.R.LB.A., M.T.P.L, the City Architect, immediately 
adjoins the Memorial (by Sir Edwin Lutyens) to those who 
fell in the war of 1914-1918, and is symmetrically disposed 
upon the central island, where from 1795 to 1906 stood St. 
Peter’s Church, which is commemorated by a Gothic Cross 
erected a few years after the church was demolished. 


The small lawn which surrounded the base of the Cross 
has been extended along the main axis of the composition 


and terminates at the north-west end in a semi-circle which 
follows the shape of the island. Within the Garden is a 
seven-feet-wide pathway in Stancliffe stone bordered against 
the lawn by a flower-bed three feet wide. 

The Garden is bounded by a low solid balustrade in Port- 
land stone which, in its external detail, echoes the form of 
the wreath table which links the Cenotaph and the flanking 
Obelisks and embraces the Great War Stone. The paved 
space in front of the Great War Stone has been increased 
in width, and facing it is a bronze wreath of the British 
Legion. 

The contractors were Messrs. Robert Carlyle and Co., Ltd., 
of Old Trafford, Manchester, the lawn and flower beds being 
planted by the Corporation Parks Department. The total 
cost of the work, was £5,865. 
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NOTES anp NEWS 


Progress or Revolution? 
(THE subject of revolutionary architec- 
tural aspiration is always diverting, and 
to many it never fails to create an atmo- 
—— of tension and drama. But logically 
the very fact of it being revolutionary 
must render it suspect by comparison with 
the normal line of development. 

An architectural revolutionary, by virtue 
of his approach to his art, assumes a 
knowledge of the humanities in excess of 
his more conservative-minded colleagues, 
and, invariably, it may be said, he has 
“a case” against the normal flow of de- 
velopment. Something in his personality 


insists he carries out his work in a new | 


‘way. 

Ranged beside the somewhat too easy- 
going attitude of the majority, such an 
approach will always appear to a certain 
extent admirable. When, of course, it is 
accompanied by, genuine talent, or even 
genius, it deserves success. Yet the path 
to new. and revolutionary architecture, 
even when traversed by a genius, is in no 
sense easy, for it assumes, often enough, 
that those who pursue the course of 
evolution are visionless fools: This 
is doubtless a convenient view for 
the revolutionary to take; it bolsters 
up his ego and makes him feel no 
end of a superior fellow, but it fails 
to promote his cause to any extent and 
leaves much ambitious and often com- 
mendable work in its paper stage scat- 
tered about in. the architectural Press. 
The Basis of Good Architecture. 

IT seems fair to ask whether revolution 
has played an important part in the his- 
tory of archi ral development? Up to 
recent times the answer would certainly 
be that it has not; the merging and emer- 
gence of subsequent forms and expressions 
has generally pursued’ a remarkably 
tational course. Recently the work pf 
such as Louis Sullivan could be quoted, 
but even here the break was not complete, 
merely a change to a simpler formula. 

To coin a current phrase, architecture 
does not exist unless it is built, and the 
defeat of the forces which oppose fine 
architecture is a very necessary, indeed, 
primary, pat of the architect’s job; how- 
ever much the opposing forces are blud- 
geoned verbally, until architects get their 
designs translated to bricks and mortar, 
they remain theorists, and theorists in 
architecture, as in other walks of life, 
can be dangerous and not a little tedious. 

Perhaps it is in execution that the key 
to the whole question lies, for in execution 
many points in a scheme have to be modi- 
fied to meet a host of requirements, and 
when this happens the spark of revolution 
which has been the inspiration of the 
design in the first instance is frequently 
stamped out. 

We all hope and wish for progressive 
architecture, but the greatest architecture 
is achieved by the vast scholarship of the 
past being happily wedded to the technical 
achievement of the present. It is founded 
upon fact, and not in the dreams of 
inspirational fever. 


M.o.W. Lectures on Building. 

THE Ministry of Works are organising 
a series of lectures on matters of interest 
to the building industry, the first of 
which will be given at the Royal Insti- 
tute of British Architects, 66, Portland- 
place, W.1, on Monday, November 14, 
1949, at 6.30 p.m., by Mr. R. Fitzmaurice, 
B.Sc.(Eng.), A.M.I.C.E., Hon, A.R.I.B.A. 
It is entitled “Changes in Building Tech- 
nique.” Details of the lectures are given 
on page 526. 


‘agencies, 
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As the R.I.B.A. Architectural Science 
Board also planned to have a lecture 
on a similar ae by Mr. Fitzmaurice 
it has been decided to combine the two 
events; the A.S.B.-lecture announced for 
2 gata 22 will therefore not now take 
place. 


R.LC.S. Presidential Address. 


AT the first ordinary. general meeting 
of the session to be held at the Royal 
Institution of Chartered Surveyors on 
Monday, November 14, 1949, at 
5.30 p.m., the president, Mr. John A. F. 
Watson, will deliver his presidential 
address. 


Scientific Research Advisory Council. 


THE LorRD PRESIDENT OF THE COUNCIL 
has appointed Mr. A. H. Wilson, F.R.S., 
Mr. A. H. S. Hinchcliffe, Lord Halsbury, 
F.R.LC., F.Inst.P., and Professor R. S. 
Edwards to be members of the Advisory 
Council for Scientific Research for five 
years from October 1. 


Plans for Prestwick Airport. 


Lorp PAKENHAM, Minister of Civil 
Aviation, told the Scottish Council 
(Development and Industry) in Edinburgh 
on October 13 that his Ministry would 
adopt, “when the time is ripe,” the 
scheme for providing Prestwick Airport 
with a second runway 7,000 ft. long to the 
south of the present main runway. New 
terminal buildings would be constructed 
in the angle of the intersection of the 
runways. The cost of the oe work 
was estimated at about £5,000,000. 


U.S. Senators’ Arrival. 


Four U.S. Senators arrived recently 
at Southampton in the Queen Elizabeth 
to study housing problems in England. 
They are making their inquiries as a pre- 
liminary to a Congress debate on a pub- 
lic housing Bill in January. Senator 
John Sparkman, Alabama, chairman of 
the Senate’s housing committee, said they 
opegew ced wanted to see how London 

ad tackled the problem of war-damaged 
houses. They also wanted to see how 
far Britain had gone in public housing. 
The Senators have already met Mr. 
Bevan, the Health Minister. 


Later the Senators will visit Sweden, 
which, according to reports reaching 
America, is the most advanced country 
in public housing. 


Renovation of Church Bell Tower. 


THE bell tower of the church of East 
Dereham, Norfolk, in which George Bor- 
row was baptised, and which contains the 
tomb of William Cowper, is being reno- 
vated. 

The history of the church dates back to 
about 654. The building of the bell 
tower, one of the largest of the detached 
campaniles, began about 1512, and con- 
struction was still going on in 1536. The 
storms of four centuries have seriously 
affected the pointing of the flint work, 
and in some places the mortar has entirely 
disappeared. 


Professional Announcement. 


Mr. G. A. CunnaM, M.B.E., A.T.A.S., and Mr. 
G. L. Borpexer, A-R.I.C.S., have set up in prac- 
tice as quantity surveyors under the title of 
G. A. Culham and Partners, Ring-street, Dar- 
es-Salaam. They will be pleased to receive 
trade catalogues for building supplies and de- 
tails of any possible new building supply 
The address is P.O. Private Bag, 
Dar-es-Salaam, Tanganyika Territory. Mr 
Boedeker writes: ‘‘ As you can appreciate, with 
the coming of the Overseas Food Corporation 
and with the large grant for Government De- 
velopment, a considerable amount of building 
and civil engineering works are being carried 
out or are in the development stage in 
Tanganyika.” } 
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COMING EVENTS 


Monday, October 24. 

Unrversity or Lonpoyx.—First of a course of 
three lectures (in French) on “La Protection 
des Monuments Anciens en France,” by M. 
Albert Chouvel, Inspecteur Général des Monu- 
ments Historique. University College (Anatomy 
Theatre), Gower-street, W.C.1. 5.30 p.m. Other 
lectures on October 26 and 28. ie 

TimBeR DeveELOPMENT Assocration,—‘‘ Forestry 
and Timber for the Farm,” by Mr. R. P. 
Woods, Maidstone Technical College. 
7.15 p.m. 
Tuesday, October 25. 

Society or Housinc Manacers.— The Labour 
Party’s Policy on Housing,” by Mr. R. W. G. 
Mackay, M.P. Housing Centre, 13, Suffolk- 


street, Pall Mall, S.W.1. :1.15 p.m. r 
Institute or WELDING.—Meeting and _presiden- 
tial address by Mr. O. V. 8. Bulleid, C.B.E., 


M..Mech.E. Institution of Structural Engi- 
neers, 11, Upper Belgrave-street, 8.W.1. 6.30 


Essex TecunicaL COLLEGE AND 
Scooo. or Art.—Opening of an exhibition of 
students’ architectural drawings, sketches and 
models, by Mr. C. C. Shaw, F.R.I.B.A. Ilford 
Central Library, Clements-road, Ilford. 7 p.m. 
Exhibition will remain open until November 1. 
INSTITUTION OF HEATING AND _ VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS ecg ig 3 ag eg on Bee 
Heating,” r. C. F. Assheton. 
Cutan 361," Sauchiehall-street, Glasgow, C.3. 


6.30 p.m. 
Wednesday, October 26. 
ArRcHiTectuRAL AssociaTiIon.—A.G.M. and pre- 
sidential adgeees. dnd Mr. i bar +7 
.LB.A. A rd-square, W.C.l. 8 p.m. 
aa eeor Ants—Disiribution of 
Burlington House, 


p.m. 
Soutu-East 


RovaL ACADEMY OF 
“peat ~ ~ stadente- 
iccadilly, W.1. .m. a 
TxstiTUTion or Santrary _ Enorngers.—‘‘ The 
Public Sewer—an Examination of the Funda- 
mentals in Sanitary Law and Administration, 
by Mr. Sidney F. Rich .B. r). 
Caxton Hall, Westminster, 8.W.1. 6 D. 
Friday, October 28. 

Istirution or MEcHANICAL Enatneers.—Dis- 
cussion on ‘The Lancashire Boiler,” with 
apers on “The Thermal Efficiency of a Hand- 
ired Natoral-Dranaht Lancashire Boiler,” by 
Mr. T. F. Hurley, 0.B.E., B.Sc. (Eng.), and Mr. 
W. J. Sparkes, B.Sc., A.M.I.Mech.E.; and The 
Influence of Certain Factors on the Perform- 
ance of a Lancashire Boiler,’ by Mr. E. G. 
Ritchie, D.Sc., and Mr. N. Y. Kirov, M.Sc. 
The Institution of Mechanical Engineers, 
Storey’s-gate, St. James’s Park, 8.W.1. 5.50 p.m. 
InsTITUTION OF HEATING AND VENTILATING 
ENGINEERS’ (MANCHESTER AND District BRANCH).— 
“Aspects and Development in School Heating, 
b Messrs. C. A. Reynard, A.M.LH.V.E., and 
E Goring, A.M.I.H.V.E. Victoria Station 
Hotel, Preston. 6.30 p.m. 4 
{ne EnoINeeRs’ Guitp.—A meeting to discuss 
“The Engineers’ Guild as an Association of 
Professional Engineers,” and to inaugurate the 


ne oar ig branch. Milton Hall, Deansgate, 
Manchester. 7 p.m. 
[BIRMINGHAM o- Frve Counties ARCHITEC: 


TuRAL Association.—“ Victorian Architecture, 
by Mr. John Betjeman, Royal Society o 
Artists’ Galleries, New-street, Birmingham. 
6.15 p.m. 


FROM “THE BUILDER” OF 1849 
Saturday, October 20, 1849. 

PiccapILLy has been considerably im- 
proved during the last three or four 
years; by widening the roads and foot- 
ways, and reducing (though less than 
should have been done) its steep acclivity, 
it has been rendered a very noble and 
commodious entrance to the metropolis. 
The ground-owners on the north side 
have further improvements in view, and 
it is proposed, if. we understand rightly, 
as the present leases expire, to prohibit 
shops, and reserve the frontage solely for 
private residences of good class. _ 

A map of London, of the time of 
Elizabeth, shows what is called Piccadilly 
as a rudely defined road out of the town, 
with one or two houses at the angle 
where the road which afterwards became 
Regent-street turned off, and a windmill 
a little to the east of this, the recollec- 
tion of which is still preserved by “ Wind- 
mill-street.” 





Change of Address, 

Sir LANCELOT AND LaDy KEay announce 
that their new address is Chussex, Walton- 
on-the-Hill, Surrey (tel.: Tadworth 3164). 
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R.A.D.A. NEW THEATRE 


"THE autumn issue of Drama, the organ 

of the British Drama League, is a 
special architectural number which con- 
tains, inter alia, a plan and a view of a 
model of the proposed new theatre for the 
Royal yong A of Dramatic Art, to be 
erected from the designs of Mr. Alister 
MacDonald, F.R.I.B.A., to replace the 
theatre which was destroyed. by enemy 
action in 1941. In an accompanying 
article on the theatre, the Principal of 
the Academy, Sir Kenneth Barnes, writes 
as follows :— 

When the R.A.D.A.’s_ Malet-street 
Theatre was destroyed by enemy action 
in 1941 my Council agreed that we 
should rebuild it in a way that would pro- 


vide a students’ theatre second to none 
in the world, The seating capacity of the 
auditorium will be increased from 300 to 
400. The lighting system will take ad- 
vantage of the most modern improve- 
ments, with a remote control switch- 
board, which enables the operator to 
check the actual lighting effects as seen 
from the audience. The stage includes an 
apron which can be used at three levels, 
with lifts to eliminate the use of rostrums, 
trapdoors, and a false proscenium arch 
easily adapted to any width at any depth. 
The whole stage is designed to enable 
plays of all periods from Greek to con- 
temporary, to be performed in a setting 
as nearly reminiscent as possible. There 
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will be a cyclorama, and a safety curtain, 
and every modern mechanical device to 
assist movement of scenery, and of 
course, adequate flies with easy access 
to them. There will be eight dressing 
rooms, including quick-change rooms on 
stage level. Adjoining the back wall of 
the theatre end enlarging into the 
present Gower-street building we shall 
have adequate space and equipment for 
the construction and painting of scenery 
with a “slot” in the floor to enable flats 
to be taken up or down from the stage 
to the workroom; and there will be 
arrangements for scenery not in use to be 
lowered into a scene dock below. Above 
the theatre a large lecture room to dc- 
commodate, if necessary, 300 people, is 
being designed, and also spacious ward- 
robe accommodation. There is easy 

access along the side of the 





sauuedea 





THE OXFORD UNIVERSITY THEATRE PROJECT: These photographs, reproduced 
from the Report of’the Oxford University Drama Commission, show models illustrating 
how the stage and forepart of the auditorium may be transformed from Elizabethan 
The ‘architect is Mr. Frederick Gibberd, F.R.LB.A. 
iHustrations accompany an article by Mr. John Burrell in the current issue of “ Drama.” 


to “modern drawing-room.” 





Gower-street building to the 
Malet-street Theatre, the whole 
premises making a really first- 
class home for a school of the 
Theatre in which all branches of 
theatrical art can be taught and 
demonstrated. 


_Mr. Alister MacDonald. con- 
tributes the following notes on the 
stage: 


Throughout most of _ the 
theatre’s history the side entrance 
doors with acting balconies over, 
seem to persist in some form or 
another. In the new R.A.D.A. 
stage design there is a pass door 
with acting balcony over, either 
side of the proscenium opening 
on the auditorium side. These 
doors can be used in conjunction 
with a forestage or a rostrum with 
steps, both equally movable, _or 
can be part of the architectural 
treatment of the auditorium when 
“ picture-frame ” plays are being 
produced. On the side walls of 
the auditorium, leading to and 
connecting with these actual 
doors, will be recessed panels in 
the walls in what one might call 
attenuated classicism. The pur- 
pose of this wall treatment besides 
being the purely architectural de- 
coration to the otherwise simply 
treated auditorium, is to give 
scope and space for extending: 
~stage decoration where required. 
Banners could be hung, panels of 
colour created by means of light- 
ing, or scene-cloths could be actu- 
ally hung in the recesses, when the 
play requires that the actor and 
his audience should be drawn to- 
gether. 


Instead of the usual permanent 
stage front which is parallel to the 
safety curtain and gives a com- 
pletely fourth wall effect, the new 
R.A.D.A. theatre stage will have 
a permanent stage front line in 
the form of the segment of 2 
circle which is at its greatest point, 
i.e., on the stage centre line, five 
feet in front of the safety curtain 
and at its extremes, i.e., prompt 
and O.P: sides, only two feet in 
front of the safety curtain. This 
allows considerable freedom of 
movement at the front of the 
stage. The feeling of sympathy 
between audience and actors will 
be physically demonstrated by this 
curve-fronted stage which, unlike 
a rectangular-fronted stage, need 
never look dull or form a dead 
strip right across the proscenium 
opening when not. actually in 
use. 


The 
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A “cut-away” model of the design for the proposed R.A.D.A. theatre. 
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PLANNING FOR DAYLIGHT 


A New Method of Developing Building Sites 
By JOHN SWARBRICK, FS.A., F.R.LB.A. 


THE policy of the Ministry of Town 
and Country Planning in devising 
a new method of developing building 
sites is not as widely appreciated as it 
should be. The new procedure is not 
specifically mentioned in the Act of 1947 
and the first official indication of its 
adoption appeared in “ The Redevelop- 
ment of Central Areas,” published in 
January, 1948. Even in that publication, 
the principle was not fully explained and 
its precise nature had to be inferred from 
the recommendation to use indicators for 
the purpose of ascertaining the per- 
missible heights of buildings. The use of 
indicators on street centre lines and plot 
boundaries affords statutory protection of 
the interests of the owners of the land, in 
respect of daylight, on both sides of their 
boundaries. This is a distinct advance 
from the method tof developing sites in 
pre-war days, when the only protection 
that owners enjoyed was that afforded by 
the building bye-laws of the local authori- 
ties, often of negligible value, and the re- 
strictive covenants contained in the con- 
veyances of the land. The extent to 
which the indicators ensure the access of 
daylight into interiors obviously depends 
upon the design of fenestration, which the 
architects and building bye-laws deter- 
mine. 

When particulars of the indicators were 
first published, many architects and town 
planners imagined that, in some miracu- 
lous way, they would ensure the enjoy- 
ment, at definite reference points in in- 
teriors, of the daylight factors recom- 
mended by the Ministry. This belief was 
held by professors as well as by mem- 
bers of the rank and file; but most of 
those who originally believed. this myth 
are now doubtless completely dis- 
illusioned.* The angles of obstruction 
to daylight produced by using the indica- 
tors being lower than those usually 
adopted before the war, makes it pos- 
sible for more natural illumination to 
reach the interiors of buildings, but no 
precise standard of daylight can be guar- 
anteed by the use of indicators at any 
definite reference points in the interiors of 
structures. 

Before the passage of the Act, the 

* Vide 
light” written b 
in The Builder, 





an article entitled “ Planning for Day- 
the author, which appeared 
ugust 20, 1948. 
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Fig. 1. 


owner of a site might erect a building of 
considerable height, if the covenants of 
the deed of grant and the building bye- 
laws permitted, either contiguous or in 
close proximity to the boundary of a 
neighbour’s vacant land and with windows 
overlooking it. This was naturally a risky 
procedure, as the neighbour might erect 
a similar structure on his own land, the 
same distance from the boundary, 
and so restrict the amount of daylight that 
would otherwise have reached the build- 
ing previously erected on the adjoining 
site. long as_ the original 
building had not enjoyed the day- 
light reaching its windows for over 19 
years, no legal action could be taken to 
restrain the neighbour successfully and no 
compensation would be granted to the 
original building owner in respect of loss 
of light. The penalty of erécting a 
building close to an existing one, in 
this way, was the creation of de- 
ficiency in the access of daylight to both 
structures. It therefore frequently hap- 
pened that the neighbour took care to 
keep the new erection on his land further 
from the boundary than the original 
building so as to avoid undue loss of day- 
light. ‘In such a case, the owner who 
built first secured an advantage in the use 
that could be made of his site. This was 
obviously an unfair use of land. 

By means of the control of development 
on. both sides of plot boundaries, the 
Minister rendered a valuable public ser- 
vice, by ensuring more equitable develop- 
ment. Although indicators provided the 
kind of control required, they did not 
completely solve the problem, as build- 
ings are so variable in form that sufficient 
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indicators to deal with every conceivable 


contingency do not exist. Moreover, 
even if they did, their number would be 
so prodigious that hopeless confusion 
would necessarily result. 

In order to achieve the object of the 
Ministry of Town and Country Planning 
in respect of daylight, the only satis- 
factory expedient appears to be the deter- 
mination of the International Direct 
Daylight Factor or Sky Factor equivalent 
to the horizontal angle of azimuth 


prescribed for each type of indi- 
cator,; in respect of natural  illu- 
mination received from above the 
permitted angle of obstruction. This 


daylight factor would preferably have to 
be measured on the horizontal plane, 
at the point of application of the indica- 
tors, as that is the usual basis of com- 
parison in cases of this kind. But the 
comparison might equally well be made 
by measuring the daylight received on the 
vertical plane at the same point. 


The necessity of some additional’ means: 
of providing the architect with- the fullest 
freedom in design. was doubtless recog- 
nised by the Minister when, on 
November 1, 1948, the Law Society was 
officially informed that the indicators are 
“ only regarded as providing prima facie 
evidence of the permissible height of 
buildings” and that “if an applicant 
were refused permission to develop on the 
sole basis of the Planning Authority’s use 
of the indicators, he would have a right of 
appeal to the Minister.” 


As the precise nature of the indicators 
is still to some extent a matter of un- 
certainty, and as the majority of architects 
and town planners do not, in most cases, 
know how the scientific illuminatior 
equivalents can be determined, it seems 
desirable that the mystery that has sur- 
rounded these labour-saving contrivances 
should be removed. In the first place, it 
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THE FIGURES ON THE LINE PB DENOTE PERMISSIBLE HEIGHT ABOVE THE POINT P. THE 
DISTANCE PB IS THE HORIZONTAL DISTANCE FROM P TO THE POINT WHERE THE PERMISSIBLE 
HEIGHT IS 100 FEET & IS GIVEN TO ENABLE THE INDICATOR TO BE CONSTRUCTED 











should be explained that an indicator is 
nothing more than a diagram of height- 
distances, based on an ordinary angle of 
obstruction, combined with a horizontal 
angle of bearing or azimuth, which 


Fig. 3. 


determines the extent to which the angle the principle is probably to select some 


of obstruction need operate. 


This may typical form of indicator and to observe 


seem difficult to follow, but as a matter how it operates. For example, let us take 
of fact it is exceedingly simple and quite the indicator known as Al, for use on 
elementary. The best way to understand street centre lines and plot boundaries, in 
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non-residential zones.- It has. been illus- 
trated as shown in Fig. 1. 

This fan-like device corresponds to a 
horizontal. angle of 65 degrees, represent- 
ing the range of the indicator in azimuth, 
combined with the height-distances from 

a vertical angle of obstruction. This 

angle is illustrated. in Fig. 2. 

It will be seen that the lines A P B 
represent the vertical angle of obstruction. 
This is constructed by plotting the line P B 
to a scale of 58 ft., as directed, and by 
making the line A B, at right angles to 
P B, 100 ft: long. By placing a protractor 
over the angle A P B, it will be seen that 
it is as near 60 degrees as the eye can 
read. The actual heights of imaginary 
buildings from zero to 100 ft. are plotted 
at 10 ft. intervals, from B to A, the line 
P B representing the horizontal plane, at 
ground level. By producing the height 
.lines horizontally, until they impinge on 
the line P A, and then vertically down- 
wards to the line P B, we determine the 
height-distances; or the distances from the 
point of application P, on the ground, at 
which it would be possible for structures 
to be erected to the heights stated, within 
an angle of obstruction to daylight of 60 
degrees. The point P, in this -case, it 
should be remembered, is a point on a 
street centre line or plot boundary. 

To ensure that the light reaching the 
ground at point P is enjoyed for a suffi- 
cient extent laterally to enable an ade- 
quate standard of illumination to be 
received, the horizontal angle of 65 
degrees is introduced, as the lateral extent 
of the open sky above the 60-degree 

_ obstruction determines how much day- 
light will be able to penetrate to the 
imaginary eye at point P. The indicator 
is therefore completed by transferring the 
height-distances from P_B, the base of 
the triangle A P B, on Fig. 2, to the line 

P B on Fig. 1, and by rotating the height- 

distances about the point P, from P B to 

PC. By doing this, the effective part of 

the indicator is completed. The angles of 

25 degrees on each side of B P C merely 

indicate the maximum extent to which the 

Ministry permit the indicator to be 

rotated to the right or to the left, when 

it is not applied at right angles to the 
street centre line or plot boundary. So 
far as the point P is concerned, it would 
not matter if at each side of the angle 
B P C the obstructions should rise in the 
air to infinity, but one must remember 
that similar tests may be made at any 
other point on the street centre line or 
plot boundary. Such tests need not neces- 
sarily be made with indicator Al. Any 
of the types known as A2, A3 and A4 
may be used. Even if it should appear 
evident that a proposed new building 
would permit an equivalent amount of 
daylight to reach every point of the centre 
line or plot boundary, although not one 
of the four standard patterns of indicators 
would be of a suitable shape to prove 
that the requisite standard of illumination 
would be so received, the planning 
authority nevertheless would be entitled 
to refuse permission to develop the site 
as proposed.. Presumably realising this 
possibility, the Minister permitted the 

Law Society to be informed, on Novem- 
- ber 1, 1948, that, in such cases, there 

“would be the right. of appeal to him, pro- 
vided that the use of the indicators was 
the sole cause of the refusal. 

Before any advantage can be taken 
of the Minister’s relaxation of the recom- 
mendation to use indicators, it is essen- 
tial to establish the equivalent standard 
of natural illumination that ‘would be 
received at P, and this can best be done 
by determining the corresponding Inter- 

national Direct Daylight Factors or Sky 
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Factors at that point. This task has now 
been accomplished, and the results are 
tabulated in Fig, 3, The necessary parti- 
culars appear in each panel. For in- 
stance, ip the case of indicator Al, it will 
be seen that the equivalent daylight 
factors are 4.91 per cent. and 5.82 per 
cent. The first percentage relates to the 
indicator when used normally, and the 
second when it is inclined’ obliquely to 
the right or the left, to the maximum 
extent permitted. The symbol 60 degrees 
in a circle records the equivalent angle 
of obstruction to daylight at point P. In 
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the case of all indicators to be used on 
street centre lines or plot boundaries, it 
must be borne in mind that the daylight 
factors relate only to one side of the 
boundary, and that the actual intensity of 
natural illumination received at the point 
P, from both sides, should presumably 
be twice as much. It will be observed 
that in the case of indicators to be applied 
to the frontage lines of buildings on the 
same plot, the daylight factors are con- 
siderably more as, in such cases, there 
would be no additional daylight coming 
from.the opposite side of the test point P. 





COMPETITION NEWS 
Secondary School, Norfolk . 


Tue Norfolk Education Committee in- 
vite architects resident in Great Britain 
to submit designs in competition for a 
County Modern (Secondary) School at 
Hunstanton to accommodate 450. (mixed) 
pupils. The assessor is Mr. Denis 
Clarke Hall, F.R.1.B.A., 6, Mason’s-yard, 
Duke-street, St. James, London, S.W.1. 

The last day for submitting designs is 
February 28, 1950. The premiums will 
be £500, £250, £150. Conditions may be 
obtained, on deposit of £2, from Mr. 
W. Bell, Chief Education Officer, 
Norfolk Education Committee, Stracey- 
road, Norwich. 


York Festival, 1951, Flats 


_ ConpiTions of the competition organ- 
ised for a block of flats at Paragon- 
street, York, by the York Festi- 
val Society, Ltd. (and announced in our 
issue for September 23), are now avail- 
able from the Director, Mr. Keith Thom- 
son, 1, Museum-street, York. Mr. W. A. 
Eden, M.A., F.R.I.B.A., is assessor, and 
premiums are £250, £150 and £75. Ques- 
tions must ‘be sent in by November 12 
next, and designs are called for by Janu- 
ary 18 next. The aim is to erect the flats 
by May 31, 1951. 

Points from the conditions are: the 
design, while contributing something dis- 
tinctively new to the City’s architecture, 
should not neglect the virtues of neigh- 


rights-of-way) is shown on the accom- 
panying plan, A block plan must show 
the whole of the block developed as a 
single unit. Flats are to be three- 
storeyed, without lifts. Old people are 
to be housed on the ground floor, and 
the remainder should show 624 per cent. 
for three-bedroomed flats; 25 per cent for 
four-bedroomed flats; and 124 per cent. 
for single persons’ flats. Pram and cycle 
sheds, workshop and laundry, etc., are 
required. 


Building Byelaws. 

The Minister of Health has announced 
that the revision of his Model Series of 
Building Byelaws is proceeding, but states 
that it will be impracticable to complete 
the work and to issue an up-to-date 
Model Series before December 31, 1949— 
the date on which existing building’ bye- 
laws will, unless further extended, lapse. 
He proposes, therefore, in exercise of his 
powers under the proviso to. Section 68 
of the Public Health Act, 1936, to make 
a further Order extending until Becember 
31, 1950, the period during which the bye- 
laws, now eperative, will remain in force. 


Planning Ministry Circular. 

The Ministry of Town and Country 
Planning has issued a circular (No. 75) 
containing notes designed to assist authori- 
ties in the discharge of their advertise- 
ment control functions by drawing atten- 
tion to the.main factors which should be 
taken into account in assessing the effect 


bourliness. The site (which has certainof advertisements on public safety. 
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YORK FESTIVAL, 1951, FLATS COMPETITION. The site plan. 
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The east front, Barn Field. 


HOUSING SCHEME, PARKHILL ROAD, for HAMPSTEAD B.C. 


DONALD H. McMORRAN, F.R.I.B.A. (FARQUHARSON AND McMORRAN), ARCHITECT 
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Detail of the west front, Barn Field. Below: General view from the north-west, Wood Field. 


i me site for this housing scheme has 
a net area of 2.35 acres with 
frontages to Parkhill-road, Tasker-road, 
and Upper Park-road. Most of the old 
houses on the site were destroyed or 
damaged in the first air-raid on Hamp- 


stead on September 9, 1940. The 
construction of the new dwellings was 
begun in February, 1947, and completed 
in a little over the contract period of 
two years. The names of the terraces 
have been derived from the old field 


names associated with the site. The 
scheme was opened on St. George’s 
Day, 1949, by the Chairman of the 
Housing Committee, Councillor the 
Hon. John Fremantle, L.C.C., who 
unveiled a commemorative stone with 
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lettering cut by Mr. Sidney Pool. 
The dwellings are arranged in two 
terraces, each of 46 flats, on the Parkhill- 
road and Upper Park-road frontages, 
with a garden between. The terraces 
consist of blocks of dwellings three 
and four storeys high with a separate 
staircase to each block. The four-storey 
blocks will be served by automatic 
passenger lifts. The staircases lead down 
to a covered cloister running the whole 
length of each terrace. These cloisters 
provide a playground for the children 
and allow the tenants to have 
comfortable access to the store rooms, 
in which they can keep prams and 
bicycles, and to the laundry and recrea- 
tion rooms which are being provided. 
There are 92 dwellings in the scheme, 
60 of which are four-roomed flats and 
maisonettes. There are eight six-roomed 
maisonettes, eight three-roomed flats, 
and 16 flatlets of one and two rooms 
suitable for elderly people. The 
kitchens, in nearly all the dwellings, 
open on to private balconies, and are 
equipped with gas or electric water 
heaters, which also serve the baths and 
wash-basins. Provision has been made 
for the installation of refrigerators, 
which will be made available to tenants 
at a small weekly charge. The dwellings 
are well provided with built-in 
cupboards, including dressers with 
sliding glass doors and airing cupboards 
heated by electricity. The doors and 
other woodwork have been stained and 
polished, and most of the floors are of 
polished asphalt. The ceilings are of 
sound-deadening material. The living 
rooms have grates, and the bedrooms 
are fitted for gas or electric heating. 
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The east front of Barn Field, from the south. 


Hampstead is well known for its 
18th-century buildings and the Council 
wished the scheme to have something of 
this traditional character. The variation 
in the heights of the blocks prevents a 
monotonous appearance. Most of the 
woodwork was prepared by the general 
contractors at their Leicestershire 
joinery works. 

The quantity surveyor was Mr. E. C. 
Desch, and the main contractors were 


Messrs. William Moss and Sons, Ltd., 
Mr. V. H. Hollidge being the general 
foreman. Mr. H. R. Fenn was clerk of 
works. 


Sub-contractors and suppliers were: J. 
Ashton and Co., demolition; Fredk. Braby and 
Co., Ltd., galvanised steel refuse bins; S. 
Bysouth and Sons, Portland stonework ; 
Camden Tile and Mosaic Co., Ltd., fireplace 
surrounds; Carron Company, wrought-iron 
balconies; Carter and Co., Ltd., wall and floor 
tiling; E. J. Cook and Co., Ltd., steel fixing; 
Eagle Range and Grate Co., Ltd., Eagle “* Ful- 





The covered cloister, Barn Field. 
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ham ’’ grates; Empire Stone Co., reconstructed 
stonework and pavings; Faulkner Greene and 
Co., Ltd., glazing; Finnis, Ruault and Nicholls, 
facing bricks; Frazzi, Ltd., Paropa roofing; 
Kingsmill Metal Co., Lta., iron balustrading; 
Keighley Lifts, Ltd., passenger lifts; Korkoid 
Decorative Floors, ‘** Accotile’’ flooring; Law- 
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ford Asphalte Co., asphalt flooring; Midland 
Joinery Works, Ltd., internal doors; Metro- 
decoration, Ltd., painting; Parker, Winder and 
Achurch, Ltd., ironmongery; R. E. Pearse and 
Co., Ltd., steel windows; N. F. Ramsey ard Co., 
Ltd., ironmongery; Stevens and Adams, Ltd., 
wood block flooring; Stirling and Jchnson, roof 
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tiling; Stitson White and Co., Ltd., general 
plumbing; W. A. Telling, Ltd., plastering and 
granolithic paving; Trussed Concrete Steel Co., 
Ltd., Truscon floors; Turners Asbestos Cement 
Co., Ltd., asbes.os cement flues ; and Waring, 
Withers and Chadwick, Ltd., _ electrical 
installation. 
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HOUSING SCHEME, PARKHILL ROAD, FOR HAMPSTEAD B.C. 
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LAYOUT PLAN. 
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The layout. Roads were built before 


the architects took over the housing. 


A HOUSING SCHEME FOR SUNBURY-ON-THAMES U.D.C. 
BASIL SPENCE, O.B.E., F.R.LB.A., AND PARTNERS, ARCHITECTS 


GOME interesting features have been introduced into 
the construction and design of this. scheme of dwell- 
ings for Sunbury-on-Thames U.D.C. on a site at 
Laleham-road, Shepperton, Middlesex. 
THE SiTE.—The site, which has an area of 154 acres, 
is flat and the soil should offer opportunities for 
attractive landscaping when the scheme is completed. 
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View from the proposed 


ACCOMMODATION.—The accommodation to be pro- 
vided on the estate when completed will be (1) two 
blocks of flats each containing four one-bedroom flats 
and eight two-bedroom flats; (2) two blocks, each of 
six old people’s dwellings; (3) 128 two-storey, two- to 
three-bedroom houses, arranged in pairs, in separate 
blocks of four, six and ten houses. This in all provides 


Great Chertsey-road. 
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view OF terrace housing. 
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The underside of roof timbering. 


164 dwellings—20 one-bedroom, 109 two-bedroom 
and 35 three-bedroom dwellings. In addition, pro- 
vision has been made for 20 lock-up garages, a children’s 
playground and a children’s paddling pool in the main 
entrance court. The first sod was cut on January 3 
last, and fifty-eight houses had been completed by 
yesterday, October 20, when Mr. A. S. Charlton, 
O.B.E., representing the Ministry of Health, marked 
the progress made by formally handing a key to one 
of the tenants. 

New Features.—Features which are new include 
(a) aluminium roofs, aluminium balcony railings, 
canopies and trellises, and (6) the colour scheme for 
the woodwork and exteriors of the brick dwellings. 
The architects, Messrs. Basil Spence and Partners, 
have achieved the effects at which they aimed both in 
function and design. The aluminium roofing is a 
patent of the sub-contractors, Messrs. Hugh Twaddle 
and Son, Ltd., Edinburgh. The 20 deg. pitch effects a 
saving of materials both at the gable ends and in party 
walls. The 22-gauge, 2 ft. wide aluminium sheets are 
laid on 4 in. TenTesT fibre board, over 2 in. by I in. 
battens at 2 ft. centres, on 5 in. by 2 in. rafters at 3 ft. 
centres. 

The specially designed aluminium balcony railings, 
entrance door canopies and trellises have given a 
pleasing effect to the design. Window boxes have been 
provided for the balconies of the flats and the living- 
room windows of the old people’s dwellings. Flower 
boxes and creeper boxes are supplied with the trellises 
at the entrance doors of all dwellings. The external 
brickwork is all common flettons, coloured with 
Smith and Walton’s paints developed especially for the 
scheme. To give variety, terra-cotta, blue-white and 
lemon have been usec on the exteriors, the doors being 
in contrasted colours. 

FIxTURES AND Fittincs.—Throughout the scheme 
there are built-in wardrobes in all bedrooms. The 
kitchens are fully equipped with working-top cup- 
boards, pantries, gas washing boilers, and Ascot heaters 
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The completed roof. Note stack flashing. 


for hot water supply. Living-room fireplaces have 
tiled surrounds, terrazzo mantelpieces, all specially 
designed for the scheme by the architects. All the 
interior plastered walls and ceilings are distempered 
in light colours and the woodwork throughout is 
coloured in bright contrasting colours of hard gloss 
paint. Aluminium door fittings are used throughout. 

LANDSCAPING.—The layout of the scheme with its 
carefully arranged vistas, crescents, open courts and 
the variety of heights gives a good opportunity for good 
landscaping, and it is hoped that when all the paved 
paths are laid, the open spaces grassed and variety 
of flowering shrubs, creepers and specimen trees have 
been planted to give full seasonal interest, the result 
will give lasting pleasure to the inhabitants. The 
Council’s surveyor is Mr. A. J. Buttress, L.R.I.B.A., 
M.I.Mun.E. 

The building has been let in separate contracts to 
Messrs. C. and S. Telling; Messrs. Henry Day (Merton) 
Ltd.; Messrs. John Farmer, Builders, Sunbury; Co- 
Partner Building Operatives, Ltd.; Messrs. Drink- 
water and Partners; and Messrs. Gee and Co. 
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Detail of house roof construction. 
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KEY TO PLANS 


1.—Semi-detached type 
roomed houses. 


2.—Old people’s dwellings: part of 
6-house block. 


3a and 3b.—Terrace-type 2- and 3- 
bedroomed houses. 


4.—Flats: 1- and 2-bedroomed 
apartments. 

HOUSING SCHEME FOR 

SUNBURY - ON - THAMES 
U.D.C. 
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An R.I.B.A. 


GALARY scales for architects engaged 
on work for local government is the 
subject of the following statement issued 


by the R.L.B.A.:— ‘ 
Many members may have already learnt 
about the recent decisions of the 


National Joint Council for Local Authori- 
ties’ Administrative, Professional, Tech- 
nical and Clerical services, which, for 
the first time since the introduction of 
the national scales in April, 1946, lay 
down certain standards for the applica- 
tion of some of the grades to architects 
and architectural assistants in municipal 
service. These standards, set out below, 
became operative on October 1. 

The administrative, professional and 
technical division of the scales consisted 
of nine grades, covering a range from 
£390, the minimum of the lowest, to £760 
a year, the maximum of the highest. This 
structure remained unchanged until the 
end of April, 1948, when two grades were 
added, bringing the maximum of the 
highest to £1,000 a year. (For the Lon- 
don area there is a “ weighting” of £10, 
£20 or £30, according to the age of the 
officer.) i 

Since no standards had been laid down 
by the National Joint Council, each local 
authority fixed its own in applying the 
grades to architects and assistants in its 
employment, sometimes influenced by 
those obtaining in the municipalities of 
comparable size in its area, sometimes in 
relation to its other officers, and some- 
times, it would appear, quite arbitrarily. 
This double absence of uniformity and 
standards produced the expected result 
of architects and assistants similarly 
qualified and experienced, discharging 
similar duties, and carrying out similar 
work, earning widely different salaries. 
No doubt this state of affairs accounts in 
part for the constant depletions in and 
changes of architectural staffs in some 
local authorities. 

As far back as December, 1946, the 
Royal Institute submitted to the National 
Joint Council a memorandum setting out 
its objections to the unsatisfactory man- 
ner in which the scales were being applied 
to architects, and proposing certain stan- 
dards for their future administration: 
This was followed by informal talks be- 
tween representatives of the National 
Joint Council, N.A.L.G.O.,. and the 
R.LB.A. on the most practical and expe- 
ditious approach which the Institute could 
follow to the National Joint Council for 
the purpose of making representations 
about conditions of service of its mem- 
bers. It was agreed inter alia that the 
Institute should submit an amended 
memorandum, but. containing the same 
proposals as the original one, and that 
R.LB.A. representatives would present and 
advance its recommendations, before the 
committee of the National Joint Council 
which in due course would be appointed 
to consider the application of the scales to 
certain classes of “ specialists.” 

The amended memorandum was sub- 
mitted in November, 1947; but for divers 
reasons it was not until June of this year 
that the R.I.B.A. was notified that the 
Special Classes Grading Sub-Committee 
would be meeting three weeks ahead to 
consider the R.I.B.A. memorandum and 
hear its representatives. 

The two new grades, coupled with the 
rise of 9 points in the cost-of-living index 
since 1947, made imperative a revision 
of the original R.I.B.A. recommendations. 
Accordingly, the Salaried) and Official 
Architects’ Committee drew up a fresh 
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Salary Scales for Local Government Architects 


Memorandum 


memorandum, adjusting to current con- 
ditions their former proposals on the 
application of the Scales. This was 
approved by the R.I.B.A. Council, and at 
the end of last June was presented and 
reasoned by representatives of the Insti- 
tute to the Special Classes Grading Sub- 
Committee sitting under the chairmanship 
of Sir Horace Wilson. 

The R.I.B.A. had recommended and 
defined the different standards that 
should be used for the application of each 
of the eleven grades. At the meeting 
of the grading sub-committee agreement 
in principle was reached on the applica- 
tion of grades I to V, but the represen- 
tatives of the National Joint Council did 
not accept the standards which were pro- 
posed for grades VI to X. Briefly, these 
were based on the number of professional 
and technical assistants which an archi- 
tect was personally called upon to 
control and _ supervise. The  sub- 
committee were not satisfied that 
the criterion suggested was work- 
able, and since they recognised that they 
were unable to devise one more service- 
able, they decided not to lay down any 
standards for these higher grades, but to 
leave them to the judgment of the employ- 
ing authorities, subject to the indication 
given in (6) below. 

The Institute’s representatives exercised 
their persuasive power to the utmost in 
urging the recognition of their recom- 
mended standards for the omitted grades, 
and it has to be admitted that their 
exclusion has caused deep disappoint- 
ment. 

Following on the meeting of the grad- 
ing sub-committee when, as has been said, 
some agreement in principle was reached, 
representatives of the two bodies held 
several consultations on the drafting and 
details of the conclusions, finally produc- 
ing the following provisions which in turn 
were approved by the National Joint 
Co to be effective as from October 


ARCHITECTURAL ASSISTANTS 

1. Probationers of R.I.B.A., articled 
pupils, learners, beginners, trainees. 
General Division (on an age scale basis). 

2. Assistants who have attended a full- 
time course of architecture and have 
passed the R.I.B.A. intermediate examina- 
tion or its equivalent at one of the 
recognised schools of architecture, but 
who have had less than one year’s sub-, 
sequent experience in an architectural 
office—A.P.T., Grade II (£420-£465). 

3. (a) Assistants who have attended a 
full-time course of architecture and hav- 
ing passed the R.I.B.A. intermediate 
examination or its equivalent at one of 
the recognised schools of architecture, 
have subsequently worked for a minimum 
period of one year in an architectural 
office, or (b) Assistants who having served 
or are serving their articles of pupilage 
with an architect; or who, having worked 
in an architectural office for a minimum 
period of three years, have passed the 
R.1.B.A. intermediate examination or its 
equivalent at one of the recognised 
schools of architecture—A.P.T., Grade 
III (£450-£495). 

4. Assistants who having passed the 
R.LB.A. intermediate examination or its 
equivalent at one of the recognised schools 
of architecture have worked in an archi- 
tectural office for a period of two years. 
—A.P.T., Grade IV (£480-£525). 

5. Registered Architects, — A.P.T., 
Grade V. (£520-£570). 


6. The grading of the posts beyond the 
level of the qualified assistant referred 
to in paragraph 5 to be left, in the mean- 
time, to employing authorities, due regard 
to be paid to the duties and responsibili- 
ties of each post and to the standard of 
grading adopted by the national council 
for the posts set out above. 

There is, of course, the usual protective 
clause providing that an officer who is at 
present more favourably graded than he 
would be under the above shall not be 
down-graded or suffer in any way by 
reason of these decisions. 


R.LB.A. 


Qualification for the Associateship 

R.I.B.A., and for Registration under 

the Architects Registration ct, 
1931-38 


(THE Council of the Royal Institute of 
British Architects have approved 
revised regulations and syllabus for the 
Testimonies of Study (Intermediate and 
Final Examinations) and for the Inter- 
mediate, Final and Special Final Examina- 
tions, to take effect on January 1, 1951. 
The revised regulations and. syllabus 
will give effect to the decision taken by 
the Council of the R.I.B.A., and noted 
with approval by the Architects Registra- 
tion Council of the United Kingdom, that 
the R.IL.B.A. Final and Special Final 
Examinations, and the examinations. of 
the Schools of Architecture recognised for 
the Associateship of the R.L.B.A. and for 
registration under the Architects Registra- 
tion Acts, 1931-38, be modified to the 
extent that the Examination in Profes- 
sional Practice will be held separately to 
allow candidates to comply with the 
requirement that twelve months’ practical 
experience in an architectural office or 
department, or in a suitable technical 
capacity on building work in course of 
construction, must be gained after passing 
an examination recognised for the Asso- 
ciateship or for registration before the 
Associateship or registration can actually 
be attained. The following exceptions 
will be made: 

1. Candidates passing the R.I.B.A. 
Final and Special Final Examinations will 
be allowed to take the Professional Prac- 
tice Examination at the first opportunity 
after passing those examinations provided 
that they submit satisfactory evidence of 
having spent, before passing the R.I.B.A. 
Final or Special Final Examination, a 
minimum F cage of six years in an archi- 
tectural office or department or in a suit- 
able technical capacity on building work 
in course of construction. 

2. Candidates at Recognised Schools 
of Architecture qualifying for the Asso- 
ciateship or for registration by the suc- 
cessful completion of a part-time or even- 
ing course exempting from the R.I.B.A. 
Intermediate Examination, followed as a 
minimum by the last two years of a 
Degree or Diploma Course, will be 
allowed to take the Professional Practice 
Examination at the first opportunity after 
qualifying. 

Copies of the revised syllabus and regu- 
lations for the R.I.B.A. examinations may 
be obtained from the Secretary, R.I.B.A., 
on application after November 28 next. 


Examinations Overseas. 


SUCCESSFUL candidates in the R.I.B.A. 
final and special final examinations held 
in overseas centres are:—Final examina- 
tion: Alick W. G. Inglis (Uganda) and 
Leonard G. Vinton -(Bulawayo); special 
final examination: Eric Taylor (Singa- 
pors) acd John Thirsk (Salisbury). 
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CORRESPONDENCE 


The Quantock Hills 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


IR,—The editorial note on the journal 
of the Commons, Open Spaces and 
Footpaths Preservation Society referred 
tp in your Notes of October 14 does 
not mention the most telling argument 
against the bureaucratic planning which 
would afforest the open Guantock Com- 
mon. The natural beauties and charac- 
ter of these hills, as we know them to-day, 
developed through the slow regénera- 
tion of trees, plants and herbage over 
some centuries and in the latter centuries 
this growth was controlled and improved 
by large flocks of sheep and numerous 
cattle and ponies which grazed on the 
common. The restocking of the com- 
mon with a suitable breed of sheep would 
produce a far more valuable national 
asset in mutton and wool than can be 
gained by costly afforestation on these 
hills. I quote below an extract from a 
report circulated earlier this year. 
W. H. ASHwIN. 

West Quantoxhead. 

Extracr.—Before the 1914-18 war the Quan- 
tock Hills produced some indifferent timber, 
quantities of good wool and mutton, and some 

Owing to labour shortage and other ad- 
verse conditions after this war, stock grazing 
on the unenclosed common declined; but in 
the last twenty to twenty-five years the Forestry 

ission, with a large labour force, has 
planted part of the enclosed north-east side of 
the hills. On the lower slopes, where the soil 
is much better than “marginal farm land,” 
this planting may produce some fairly good 
timber, but on the higher land the timber crop 
will be disappointing. A comparison between 
the time and labour factors of forestry and 
sheep-grazing on the unenclosed common may 
be. put as follows: 'With much labour, forestry 
will produce a crop of thinnings in twelve 
to seventeen years and a crop of indifferent 
timber in fifty to seventy years; but with much 
less labour and in less than five years the hill 
pasture could be improved and the sheep flocks 
increased. In less than fifteen years the hills 
could be fully stocked and producing a very 
large annual tonnage of mutton. With costly 
afforestation the pasture, heather and _ whortle- 
berry plants will deteriorate and public access 
will be restricted; whereas with improved 
ogg the natural beauties of the hills will 
enhanced and the pleasure of roaming on 
the unenclosed common will be greatly increased. 


Sculpture and Architects 
To THE Epitor oF The Builder. 


QIR—I would say that the dis- 
appearance of carvers is not in any 
way due to architects but rather to the 
restrictions imposed by the Government. 
The businessman, trying to do his duty 
by earning dollars, must first look to his 
bank or friends to borrow money. He 
must afterwards satisfy the M.o.L., the 
M.o.S. and the B.o.T. that he can produce 
the right article for the sellers’ market 
abroad. He then hunts for his parcel of 
land. He finds the owner requires a lot 
of money for his land; may I use the 
hypothetical figure of £20,000. Such a 
figure frightens him, and having heard 
about the Town and Country Planning 
Act, 1947, he is advised to seek the 
assistance of the Central Land Board to 
buy the land at a cheaper price. The land 
may be bought for him for £1,000 but 
the remaining £19,000 may be treated as 
a development charge, and he is in no 
better position than when he first started. 
Having found the £20,000, he then starts 
about the building, which costs to-day 
35s. per square ft. on plan for a one- 
storey building, 58s. p.s.f. on plan for a 
two-storey building, and 101s. p.sf. on 
plan for a three-storey building, with 
drabbish architectural features. The 
plant has to be bought, and therefore 
there is no money for carvers who are 
compelled to die an uncomfortable death 
or go into the factory. W. MacDOoNaLp. 
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A.R.C.U.K. 
Architects and Defence Regulation 56A 


MATTERS concerning the prosecution 
under Defence Regulation 56A_ of 
architects for offefices relating to building 
licences were discussed at the 70th ordi- 
nary meeting of the Architects’ Registra- 
tion Council of the United Kingdom, held 
at the R.I.B.A., 66, Portland-place, W.1, 
on October 14. Mr. Sydney Tatchell, 
C.B.E., F.R.1.B.A., was in the chair. 


It was reported by the Professional Pur- 
poses Committee that on July 11 the 
Minister of Works received a deputation 
composed as follows:—Mr. Sydney 
Tatcheli, chairman of the Council, Mr. 
Cecil Howitt, chairman of the R.I.B.A. 
Practice Committee, Mr. Charles Wood- 
ward, Mr. C. D. Spragg, secretary of the 
R.LB.A., Mr. J. C. Medley, solicitor to 
the Council, and Mr. Pembroke Wicks, 
registrar, A.R.C.U.K. 

The report of the Committee stated: 
“The discussion centred round para- 
graphs 6 and 8 of Regulation 56A. Para- 
graph 6 relates to the performance of 
work without a licence, which would in- 
clude carrying out work in excess of the 
amount licensed. Paragraph 8 relates to 
the breach of the conditions of a licence. 
Under paragraph 6 an architect will have 
a good defence if he can prove that he had 
reasonable grounds for believing that the 
cost would not exceed the amount of the 
licence. It is also probable that if an 
architect could prove that work was car- 
ried out without his knowledge he could 
plead that he was not in charge of the 
contravening work. The position under 
paragraph 6 appears to be not unreason- 
able, and the deputation did not take 
exception to it. Under paragraph 8, on 
the other hand, there is no defence open 
to the architect at all. If a prosecution 
is brought under paragraph 8 on the 
ground that one of the conditions of a 
licence had been broken, the architect is 
guilty of an offence, and no defence is 
open to him, although he had no know- 
ledge or means of knowing that a condi- 
tion of the licence had been broken. It 
would, therefore, entirely depend upon 
which of the two paragraphs a prosecu- 
tion is brought under, whether any defence 
would be possible. 

“ The officials of the Ministry, while 
agreeing that the position under Regula- 
tion 8 was irregular, contended that no 
actual injustice had occurred. There was 
therefore no practical issue involved, and 
the Minister could not undertake to seek 
an amendment to the Regulation. It was, 
however, stated that if the Minister was 
satisfied that an architect could not have 
been expected to know of the contraven- 
tion, no proceedings would be taken.” 

Mr. Pembroke Wicks then read the 
following letter, dated August 15, from the 
Minister of Works to the chairman of the 
Council : — 

(Dear Mr, TaTcHELL,— 

You will remember that when you came to 
see me on July 11 with a joint deputation from 
the Architects’ Registration Council and. the 
Royal Institute of British Architects to recom- 
mend an amendment of Defence Regulation 56a, 
I suggested that our respective legal advisers 
should discuss the matter. 

I understand that the discussion mainly 
centred upon the difference between the defences 
open to a defendant under Paragraphs 6 (a) 
and 8 respectively of the Defence Regulation. 
This technical difference, however, has not, so 
far as I am aware, given rise to any practical 
hardship, nor is it likely to, in view of the 
manner in which the Regulation is in practice 
administered. 

I explained when we met that I could not 
undertake to seek an amendment of the Defence 
Regulation unless there was a practical issue 
involved. It does not seem to’ me that there 


is here a point of practical substance, but I 


have noted the point for consideration in case 
at any time the Regulation has to be amended 


for other reasons. 
(Signed) Cuartes W. Key. 


The Registrar then read the chairman’s 
reply to the Minister, which was as fol- 
lows :— 

‘Deak Mr. MINISTER,— 

I have to thank you for your letter of the 
15th inst., the contents of which, I must confess, 
are disappointing. I will, however, report your 
views to my Council, which will doubtless seck 
further advice. 

(Signed) Sypney “‘TaTeHeLL. 

After some discussion on the subject 
it was agreed that the matter be further 
pursued and that jt be left to the chair- 
man and the registrar to take what steps 
they thought fit and that they report to 
the Council at its next meeting. 


Designation of Architect. 

It was also reported by the Professional 
Purposes Committee that the Registrar 
had been approached by the Town Clerk 
to a local authority to determine whether 
it would be possible for the Borough 
Engineer, who was not an architect, to be 
designated in the R.I.B.A. form of con- 
tract as the architect, in view of the fact 
that there were qualified architects 
employed by the local authority on his 
staff. Such architects were in relatively 
junior positions and the Borough Engineer 
would not be prepared to transfer to any 
of them sole responsibility for the work, 
with the result that it was not possible 
to name any of them in the contract as 
the architect for the work. The proposal 
made by the Town Clerk was that a 
clause should be inserted that the Engineer 
to the local authority should be referred 
to as the architect in the contract, but 
that this should not be deemed to infer or 
imply that he was registered as an archi- 
tect. The Registrar had replied that if it 
was deliberately stated that the engineer 
was’ to be known as the architect in the 
contract, he would be carrying on busi- 
ness under the title of architect and the 
statement that he was not registered as an 
architect would be no defence. 

The report was approved. 


Architects Bill, 1949, Isle of Man. 


The Registrar reported that a letter had 
been received from the Home Secretary 
inviting observations on a Bill introduced 
into the legislature of the Isle of Man 
corresponding to the Architects Registra- 
tion Act, 1938. The main qualification 
for registration was that the applicant’s 
name appeared in the United Kingdom 
Register. . 

The chairman of the Council had 
replied to the Home Secretary stating that 
the Architects’ Registration Council of 
the United Kingdom would have no objec- 
tions to offer to the Architects Bill, 1949 
(Isle of Man), assuming that it was not 
intended to make application to the Coun- 
cil asking them to prescribe a Regula- 
tion under Section 6(1)(d) of the Archi- 
tects (Registration) Act, 1931, whereby 
entry in the Isle of Man Supplementary 
Architects Register would be recognised 
as a qualification for admission to the 
United Kingdom Register. 

The chairman also offered some obser- 
vations on points of detail on the Bill, 
in the light of experience gained by the 
Architects Registration Council in ad- 
ministering their Acts. 

Mr. VINCENT Burr, F.R.I-B.A., sub- 
mitting the report of the Admission 
Committee, recommended that 214 appli- 
cants be admitted to the Register, 212 as 
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the result of qualification by examination 
under Section 6(1)(c) of the Principal Act 
and two by reason of qualification under 
Regulation 26(b) (recommended by one 
of the constituent bodies or the repre- 
sentatives of the “ Unattached ”). 

A summary of applications to date 
showed: Total number of applications 
received under the 1938 Act and under 
Regulation 26(2), (5), (6), (7) and (b), 
5,611; number recommended for admis- 
sion, 3,966; number rejected, 1,435; num- 
ber of applications withdrawn, 203; bal- 
ance still to be dealt with, 7. 

The report was approved. 

Mr. A. (C. BuNcH, F.R.I.B.A., present- 
ing the report of the Finance and General 
Purposes Committee, reported that on 
September 23 there were still 274 Reten- 
tion Fees unpaid. The corresponding 
figure for 1948 was 385. For 1947 it was 
330 


The report stated that the names of 
architects whose fees remained unpaid 
would be struck off the Register failing 
payment by November 14, with the excep- 
tion of architects resident overseas who, 
it was agreed, would be granted an exten- 
tion of time until the end of the year. 


The report was approved. 


VALUATION AND RATING 
PROCEDURE IN THE 
FUTURE—1 


By NORMAN P. GREIG, B.A., 
Barrister-at-Law, F.I.Arb., F.R.San.L, etc. 


The Local Government Act, 1948. 
T E fixing of February 1, 1950, as the 
“appointed day ” for the coming into 
operation of Part III of the above Act, 
in regard to the commencement of work 
of valuation panels and courts and the 
transfer of valuation work, is a reminder 
that our present system of valuation for 
rating under the Rating and Valuation 
Acts, 1925-1940, and the Rating and 
Valuation (Metropolis) Acts, 1869-1940, 
is soon to pass out of the hands of those 
who have hitherto dealt with it (on the 
whole quite effectively) into those of 
Inland Revenue officers, to be known as 
“ valuation officers.” So assessment com- 
mittees, county valuation committees and 
the central valuation. committee will 
cease to exist, and (with some small 
exceptions) rating authorities will have no 
functions in relation to the preparation 
and amendment of valuation lists. Local 
valuation courts will perform the work 
of the assessment committees in the 
manner described below. 

New valuation lists for every rating 
area outside London will be made to 
come into force on April 1, 1952, and 
inside London on April 6 of the same 
year, by valuation officers, and the 
periods for which the present lists are 
in force are to be extended. The Minister 
of Health, however, can, by order, after 
an application made by the valuation 
officer, and consultation with the rating 
authority for the area, and where the 
rating area forms part of a county, with 
- ced Council, substitute 1953 for 
1952. 


These new valuation lists are to be 
made for all rating areas outside or inside 
London, to come into force on April 1, 
1957, and each fifth subsequent year, sub- 
ject to the right of the Minister, by order, 
to substitute 1958 for 1957. 


Draft Lists. 
These are to be prepared by the valua- 
tion officer, and three copies are to be 
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sent to the rating authority; the V.O. 
must also publish, in the manner laid 
down, notice that the draft has been 
completed, and if it contains an heredita- 
ment not previously assessed, give seven 
days’ notice® to the occupier of such 
hereditament of the gross, net annual and 
rateable values of the same. A copy of 
the draft list is also to be open to inspec- 
tion at the rating authority’s office. When 
the valuation officer is preparing the draft 
of a valuation list, he is not to treat any 
hereditament as agricultural, industrial or 
freight unless it was previously so 
treated, or the owner or occupier has 
made a claim to him that it should be 
so treated. 

A notice of objection can be served on 
the valuation officer within 25 days of the 
date of publication of notice of comple- 
tion of the draft list, by a person aggrieved 
at the inclusion of any hereditament in 
the draft list, or of any value in it, or any 
statement made or not made in the draft 
list, or by the valuation of a building or 
portion of a building as a single here- 
ditament where such building or portion 
is occupied in parts. The notice of objec- 
tion must be in writing, and state the 
grounds of the objection and “ the amend- 
ments desired to remove it.” 


Revision of Draft Lists. 

When the period for lodging notices of 
objection has expired, the valuation officer 
must revise the draft and make alterations 
in the list, whether to meet an objection, 
or for any other reason, as he thinks fit. 
When revising, the valuation officer must 
treat any hereditament as an agricultural, 
industrial or freight transport heredita- 
ment unless, in addition to the matters 
mentioned above in this connection, an 
objection has been made on the ground 
that it should be so treated. 


If the valuation officer makes any altera- 
tion, he must serve notice of it both on 
the occupier concerned and on the rating 
authority, but there is no need to serve 
such a notice on the occupier (not being 
the rating authority) when the occupier 
has not served notice of objection, and the 
alteration is merely a reduction in any 
value given to the hereditament. 


If notice of objection has been served 
then, whether or not any alteration is 
made by the valuation officer in the list 
for the purpose of meeting this objection, 
the valuation officer must, when the revi- 
sion is complete, serve on the objector a 
notice stating whether he has made any, 
and if so what, alteration in regard to the 


objection. 


Appeal. 

Persons on whom a notice as above is 
served (including any person who is the 
owner or occupier of the whole or any 
part of the hereditament) can, by notice 
served on the valuation officer, appeal, to 
a Local Vaulation Court, to be convened 
as often as is necessary to hear and deter- 
mine appeals against draft valuation lists 
and against objections to proposals for the 
alteration of valuation lists. 


The appeal is to be in writing, contain 
the grounds of the appeal, and be served 
in general within 21 days after the service 
of the notice to the objector stating that 
an alteration has been made and what it is. 
The valuation officer must, within seven 
days after the date of service of the notice 
of appeal, send a copy to each of the fol- 
lowing, (not being the appellant), (a) the 
occupier of the particular hereditament, 
and (b) the rating authority for the area 
in which the hereditament in question is 
situated. 

(To be continued) 
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THE SWELLING OF 
WOOD UNDER STRESS 
A D.S.1.R. Publication 


A BOOK of importance particularly to 

workers in the physics of timber, 
but also in a wider field, has been pub- 
lished for the D.S.I.R. by H.M.S.O., 
price 6s., entitled “The Swelling of 
Wood under Stress.” It gives an account 
of the theory, developed at the Forest 
Products Research Laboratory, of the 
swelling of natural wood, of its struc- 
tural fibres and of the gel material com- 
posing the fibre wall. The book lays 
emphasis on the need for a critical ap- 
proach to the study of the behaviour 
of natural materials, such as cellulose, 
wood and paper, which are not homo- 
geneous and are sensitive to past treat- 
ment. The help gained by the use of 
the thermodynamic method in_ such 
cases is pointed out, as this method gives 
results based on purely empirical data 
and independent of any particular theory 
or model. ‘ 

The book is based on a series of lec- 
tures given by the author in Stockholm 
and contains five chapters. 

The molecular and micellar structure 
of the gel material of wood, as well as 
the anatomical structure of the wood 
fibre and wood itself are discussed in 
Chapter I, and reasons are given for 
their anisotropic properties. The 
various types of sorption of water by 
wood and other cellulosic materials, and 
the swelling resulting from each of them, 
are described, and an explanation given 
of the effect of the presence of natural 
or external restraints opposing the free 
swelling of the gel material. : 

Chapter II outlines the theory of ani- 
sotropic elasticity and describes the types 
of elastic symmetry which are appli- 
cable to wood and its constituent fibres. 

How the theory of osmotic pressure 
in true solutions may be generalised to 
cover the directional stresses exerted 
during swelling by rigid gels possessing 
perfect elasticity is discussed in the fol- 
lowing chapter. Diagrams are used to 
show the relationship connecting these 
stresses with the sorption, swelling, and . 
elastic constants of anisotropic gels. 
Equations are derived for the calculation 
of the elastic constants of gels from their 
behaviour while swelling under re- 
straints. oye 

A discussion of the plasticity of gels 
and the occurrence of both static and 
time-dependent hysteresis in the stress- 
strain diagram is contained in Chapter 
IV. After a criticism of some of the 
methods commonly used in the analysis 
of plastic behaviour, the importance of 
the “instantaneous” stress-strain diagram 
is pointed out, and its help in understand- 
ing the swelling stress exerted by plastic 
gels is described. 

Chapter V is devoted to the study of 
the hysteresis found in the sorption 
isothermals of plastic gels, and it is 
proved that this hysteresis may be 
quantitatively identified with the stress- 
strain hysteresis found in plastic 
materials. This identification requires 
that in the curves for the volume swell- 
ing of gels there should be a hysteresis, 
the existence of which is shown experi- 
mentally in wood. 


Plasters Used in Building. 

Advisory. Leaflet No. 2, entitled 
“Plasters Used in Building.” has been 
issued by the Ministry of Works. It has 
been prepared mainly for the benefit of 
the smaller builder, the foreman, the 
craftsman and the building student. 
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QUALIFICATIONS OF A 
PLANNER 


A.B.T. Evidence to Schuster 
Committee 


(THE Association of Building Tech- 
nicians has submitted evidence to 
the Schuster Committee set up by the 
Minister of Town and Country Planning, 
“to take account of the present and pros- 
pective scope of .Town and Country 
Planning and to consider and report what 
qualifications are necessary or desirable 
for persons engaged in it, and to make 
any recommendations affecting those per- 
sons which appear to the Committee to 
be relevant.” 

The Association’s evidence was drawn 
up by a wide range of practising planning 
technicians, including architects, engi- 
neers, surveyors, economists, geographers, 
sociologists and other social scientists. 
The main controversy amongst those who 
practise in the field of physical planning 
to-day, resulting from its increased scope 
and new legislation, relates to personnel 
and training. Who should be the planner? 
Is there such a thing as a planner per se 
or a planning profession? Can a planner 
be trained by a special all-embracing 
ceurse of studies without having had any 
previous training in one of the contribu- 
tory techniques or sciences? 

The A.B.T. maintains, in its evidence, 
that the future shape of town and country 
planning will depend broadly; not upon 
the physical planner’s activities, but upon 
Government policy, the nation’s energies 
and international affairs. The limits of 
physical planning have not yet been 
clearly defined. In spite of recent legis- 
lation, there is still an absence of econo- 
mic planning powers at the highest levels, 
and consequently there is no clear co- 
ordination of physical planning activities. 
A firm economic plan would go far to 
clarify issues which are now obscure and 
are made even more so by attempts to 
plan physically in advance of economic 
planning. Because nobody else is doing 
it, planners are attempting to solve prob- 
lems of economic policy, and this has so 
increased the scope of planning and 
broadened the field of knowledge to be 
covered that the question has naturally 
arisen—Is the present training of planners 
wide enough? 

The five-year graduate course at Dur- 
ham University is an attempt to meet 
this situation. The attitude of those en- 
gaged on planning work towards this 
course varies; some wholeheartedly sup- 
port it, others regard it as an experiment, 
while a considerable body of opinion is 
against it. The A.B.T., in its evidence, 
bases its opinions on an analysis of the 
tasks which confront planners of town 
and country to-day. These tasks, it states, 
can be examined in three ways :— 

(i) On a geographical basis, i.e., urban 
or rural; (2) on an organisational basis 
according to the scale of planning, i.e., 
(a) national and regional, (b) county, (c) 
local; (3) according to the type of plan- 
ning job, i.e.: (a) research, (b) survey, 
(c)) development plan, (d) development 
control, (e) comprehensive development. 

The A.B.T. expresses the view that in 
relation to this analysis the personnel 
— to carry out such a variety of 
tasks cannot be standardised; each task 
requires its own selected team, and the 
quality of work will be of a higher order 
if the team can draw on planning tech- 
nicians who have a basic specialised 
training. The one-man consultant must 
of necessity know something about most 
things, but with the basic planning organi- 
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sation as it is to-day, with fairly large 
planning offices at national, regional, 
county and local levels, there is the 
possibility and necessity for team work. 
Any of these offices staffed entirely by 
planners who have been taught a little 
about most things, cannot be so effective 
as a group of technicians who have been 
disciplined and know quite a lot about 
a particular science or art, and have also 
had a postgraduate training in planning. 
Collectively, such a group with varied 
specialist training can bring greater know- 
ledge and experience to bear on a par- 
ticular problem. 

The A.B.T. concludes that: (1) The bulk 
of planning personnel should be archi- 
tects, civil engineers and surveyors with 
a postgraduate training in planning, work- 
ing mainly at county and local levels. 
(2) A number of physical planners with a 
basic training in economics, geography 
(or a combination of these) .or social 
science, are required for the national, 
regional, and to some extent the county 
level. Their numbers will not be great, 
and they will deal mainly with the basic 
problems affecting large areas. (3) Other 
experts, not planners themselves (such as 
geologists, agronomists, etc.), are required 
to contribute to and know about plan- 
ning. (4) The qualified personnel, of 
whatever type, require the support of 
draughtsmen, field workers, and others, 
some of whom are capable and should 
have the opportunity of advancement to 
the professional level. In addition, the 
existing staffs in planning offices, whose 
work has changed drastically in the last 
few years, should have the opportunity of 
bringing themselves up to date. 

ile planning education is still in the 
experimental stage experiments should 
not be rejected out of hand, but the A.B.T. 
is of the opinion, on the basis of its 
analysis, that it should be postgraduate 
in character and should take the follow- 
ing forms :— 

(1) Team leaders: not restricted to any 
particular type of planner, but chosen for 
their professional ability and suitability for 
a particular job. Staff courses of three 
months full-time duration, with Govern- 
ment or local authority grant. (2) Team 
members: postgraduate courses of the 
duration required by the Town Planning 
Institute. (3) Associated specialists: 
short non-qualifying courses. (4) Existing 
office personnel; refresher courses for 
senior members. Training Classes for 
junior staff. 

The A.B.T. considers that before a stu- 
dent receives his planning qualifications 
he should have both academic and prac- 
tical experience. The method of qualify- 
ing by, external examination without 
attendance at a planning school is con- 
sidered to be. extremely unsatisfactory, 
and until there is sufficient room in the 
schools for all those who wish to become 
qualified, external students should attend 
classes, particularly for studio work, even 
if only once a week. Educational autho- 
rities should be encouraged to provide 
such classes. 

Finally, while it is considered that the 
training of physical planners should be 
postgraduate in character, it is recom- 


mended that attention be paid to the basic f 


technical training of those entering the 
profession, so as to give them a wider 
outlook and knowledge. Architects, engi- 
neers and surveyors, for instance, might 
well come together in their first univer- 
sity year to learn something about the 
broad field of planning and building in 
which they will eventually operate, so 
that they have common ground when they 
meet again in a postgraduate planning 
course. 
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INQUIRY BUREAU 


Specification for Paintwork 


Q.—A contract specification for the 
rebuilding of some war-damaged houses 
called for “ Prepare and paint three coats 
to external woodwork.” During the pro- 
gress of work the builder called the atten- 
tion of the architect to the fact that one 
undercoat and one finishing coat would 
hardly provide an adequate covering, and 
the architect agreed that two undercoats 
and one finishing coat should be given. 

At the settling of the final account the 
builder charges for one extra coat, con- 
tending that the three coats specified 
should be construed to include the prim- 
ing coat, and that therefore he is entitled 
to an extra on account of the “addi- 
tional ” undercoat, 

The architect puts forward the view that 
three-coat work was clearly intended by 
the specification, but that the word 
“ prime ” was inadvertently omitted or, 
alternatively, in the absence of this speci- 
fic instruction, the term “ prepare ” could 
be held to include it. At most the archi- 
tect holds that if an extra was in any way 
due for consideration, it must be confined 
to priming, which was the operation not 
mentioned in the specification and is dis- 
tinct from painting. 

The questions to be adjudicated, there- 
fore, are: — 

(1) Is the builder entitled to an extra 
on one undercoat? or 

(2) Is he entitled to an extra on the 
priming coat? or 

(3) Is it reasonable to contend that the 
builder was specifically required to give 
three coats and that, although the word 
** prime ”’ was omitted, it is reasonably to 
be inferred that it was a necessary opera- 
tion by common knowledge and usage in 
the trade, to enable the application of the 
three coats of paint, and therefore an 
assumed obligation? 5. BP. 


A.—If I may borrow a phrase used by 
“A Clerk of Works” in The Builder of 
September 9, “ such problems arise from 
unintentional ambiguity in the wording of 
specifications.” 

On page 74,-Clause 1(b) of the S.M.M. 
states: “ Preparatory work such as knot- 
ting, priming, stopping and rubbing down, 
burning off or stripping, shall be de- 
scribed; the number of coats in addition 
shall be stated.” “S. B. P.,” the archi- 
tect concerned, can rightly say that the 
priming coat is included in the word 
“prepare”; the builder can counter by 
saying that the word “ priming ” was not 
specifically stated. 

As the contract was for the rebuilding 
of war-damaged houses, it is not unlikely 
that some of the old windows and doors 
were reused; if so the specification calling 
for “ prepare and paint three voats to 
external woodwork ” is clear and no query 
arises. If, however, the builder manufac- 
tured and/or supplied the joinery, his 
experience should have told him that new 
joinery must be knotted, primed and 
stopped; what he may not have known is 
that the priming coat is not classified as a 
coat of paint. 

The answers to the questions are, there- 


‘ore: — 

(1) The builder is not entitled to pay- 
ment for one extra undercoat. 

(2) The builder may have a just claim 
to payment for the coat of priming. To 
ascertain this S. B. P. should ask the 
builder to allow him to peruse the esti- 
mate (and no reputable firm or builder 
would refuse). Should the estimate for 
the particular item read “K.P.S. and two 
oils,” then it would be fair to agree to 
this claim. “CAN. 
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EVERY BUILDER 
SHOULD VISIT 


THE BUILDING 
EXHIBITION 


OLYMPIA LONDON 
NOVEMBER 17 — DECEMBER 1 


THAT IS THE VIEW OF THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF 
BUILDING TRADES EMPLOYERS AND THE LONDON MASTER 
BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION. THEY WILL HAVE A CLUB 
ROOM THERE, AND THEY .EXTEND A CORDIAL INVITA- 
TION TO ALL BUILDERS VISITING THE EXHIBITION TO CALL 


+ at 
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All enqusrses to the Secretary 


LONDON MASTER BUILDERS’ ASSOCIATION 


47, Bedford Square London, W.C.1 
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BEFORE YOU BUILD ;A CANOE, SMOKE A PIPE WITH 
THE TIMBERMAN (Red Indian Proverb) 


Whether you plan to build a canoe or a Cunard, it’s a good idea to confer first with T.I. Aluminium 
Ltd. The strength-combined-with-lightness of our alloys (which we manufacture and deliver in the 


forms of sheet, strip, tubes and extrusions) makes for extra speed and extra cargo capacity . . . and 


T If 
| Aluminium 


LIMITED 


hence extra earnings for ship-builders and shipowners. 





Masts, davits, funnels or whole superstructures can all be 








built of aluminium alloys; and our knowledge and 
experience of their manufacture can often be of help 
(landlubbers though we may be) in launching a successful 


G4 TUBE CNVESTMENTS COMPANY 


shipbuilding project. 





TELEPHONE: ACOCKS GREEN 3333 Alloys Ltd., Reynolds {Rolling Mills Ltd., and The South 


REDFERN ROAD, TYSELEY, BIR MINGHAM @® The sales and administrative organisation for Reynolds Light 
Wales Aluminium Co., Ltd. 


ALUMINIUM AND ALUMINIUM ALLOY INGOT, SLABS, BILLETS, SHEET, STRIP, 
TUBES AND EXTRUSIONS TO ALL A.I.D., B.S./S.T.A., AND B.S. SPECIFICATIONS. 


Export enquiries should be addressed to T.I. (Export) Limited, 21-23, High Street, Birmingham, 5. 
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RESPONSIBILITIES OF LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTS 


‘* Maintaining England’s Humanised Countryside” 


TT 'HE change in landscape arising from 

large-scale afforestation and _ the 
problem of whether the town landscape 
or the country landscape is the more 
capable of absorbing large structures re- 
quired by some modern public utilities, 
were two points considered by Dr. 
THoMaAS SHarP, M.A., D.Litt., F.1.L.A., 
M.T.P.I., in his presidential address to 
the Institute of Landscape Architects on 
October 20. We take the following 
extracts from his remarks :— 

I confess that I am one of those who 
do not much like the landscape that great 
conifer forests produce. I have seen 
whole valleys of my native Northumbria 
changed out of recognition during the 
last 20 years. And have deeply 
regretted the loss in esthetic pleasure 
which this change has brought—naturally 
so, I think, for most of us grieve at the 
loss of a loved landscape. But clearly 
we must not judge change only on its 
zsthetic results. The landscape is 
primarily a place of economic activity. 
We must admit to it every form of 
activity which, in the balance of various 
considerations, contributes to the welfare 
and prosperity of the nation. Softwoods 
are a crop as much as wheat is, or 
cabbages, or sheep: and, if the value of 
the crop is greater than the values it dis- 
places, then the growth of the crop is 
a contribution to the national good. If 
the balance of the national good requires 
a particular development of this or any 
other kind, then, as landscape architects, 
we must accept that development and 
play our proper part in producing from it 
the best possible results that we can 
achieve in terms of landscape. 

But while we cannot judge change 
only or even primarily, on the esthetic 
effects resulting from it, we can only at 
our peril ignore xsthetic values. They, 
too, are an important part in the 
national good. The English countryside 
is among the noblest of all works 
created by man. It is, I believe, along 
with our poetry, England’s greatest con- 
tribution to the arts of civilisation. Im- 
poverished and hard beset as we are, it 
will need very strong arguments, indeed 
the arguments of extremity, to justify any 
developments which will destroy or 
strongly. modify the characteristic land- 
scape of this country. Our proper work, 
it seems to me, is rather actively to main- 
tain that landscape by the deliberate 
replacement of its dying constituents in 
hedges and broad-leafed trees. If there 
must be transplanting of conifer forests 


’ then it should be in places away from 


our characteristic countryside, on 
northern hills, or especially in Scotland, 
where, in- any case, even the cultivated 
country is much nearer to the universal 
landscape of agriculture than it is to the 
softly humanised countryside of Eng- 
land.. And even here there are special 
values that must be respected. Special 
scenic values, as in the English Lake 
District. Special recreational values 
in the neighbourhood of towns: 
for even when forests are made free they 
cannot offer the townsman the same 
sense of release as the open countryside 
does—the trees crowd as houses crowd, 
the views are enclosed, the sky is still 
impaired. These and other special 
values must be considered even in places 
where the traditional characteristic 
countryside is not at stake. And even in 
these places which may properly be 
afforestated, in the balance of the 
national good, the details of the planting 
itself must be so undertaken that the new 
landscape is good of its own kind. And 


it is here especially, iri the siting of rides, 
in the treatment of the forest edges, and 
in many such matters, that the landscape 
architect, having played his part in the 
broader planning, has his particular and 
specialised contribution to make in terms 
of landscape design. 

I have dealt’ at some length with this 
subject of afforestation by way of special 
example. But much the same kinds of 
consideration apply to activities which 
are not concerned with the raising of 
crops, but with the exploitation of 
mineral resources (as in mining and 
quarrying) or with public works (as in 
the construction of hydro-electricity 
undertakings and other power-producing 
works, or in the building of roads, rail- 
ways or aerodromes). Every now and 
then a great public outcry is raised 
against some activity of this kind. And 
it is entirely right, and indeed it is essen- 
tial, that such outcries should be raised 
where the work is of dubious value, is 
wrongly sited or is ill-designed or ill- 
executed. 


Temples of Light and Power. 


Here I..would like to consider the 
problem of whether the town landscape 
or the country landscape is the more 
capable of absorbing the great structures 
required by some of our modern public 
utilities. It seems to me that the greatest 
obstacles to the achievement of decently 
humane towns to-day are the monstrous 
buildings required for electricity works 
and gas works. Almost every town in 
the country is dominated to a bitterly 
cruel degree by these things. Strangely- 
shaped cooling-towers, cloud-piercing 
chimneys, vast turbine-houses, retorts 
and gas-holders overtop everything with 
an irredeemable brutality: cathedrals, 
churches, universities, town halls, to say 
nothing of all the little streets of little 
human houses, are crushed beneath their 
awful bulk. All spiritual values are 
quenched by these vast manufactories 
and symbols of anonymous energy and 
power. Now I do not wish to be mis- 
understood. I am not speaking of these 
things in any esthetic sense. They may 
have great esthetic and dramatic quali- 
ties as abstract shapes. But that does not 
help them in the town, for they outrage 
the human scale, to which all things in a 
town must be related; and they outrage 
the spirit of man in the place.of his own 
creation. It seems to me that there must 
be something seriously wrong with a 
civilisation which lets these monstrous 
erections be built in its towns with 
scarcely a murmur of protest except 
when they damage some special place, 
like, say, Oxford or Durham. 


What I want to suggest is that these 
things should not be in the town at all, 
but rather in the countryside, away 
altogether from the human habitations 
which they now outrage. Even though 
the English countryside is the most 
humanised in the world, and even though 
the scale of nature has been deliberately 
reduced there and brought within easy 
human apprehension by the breaking up 
of natural distances into a succession of 
small units—in spite of this the human 
scale is not the inevitable measure in the 
countryside as it must be in the town. 
And the main offence of these inhuman- 
isable utilities would be at least greatly 
diminished if they were built in rural 
tather than urban places. I think, in- 
deed, that it would disappear altogether. 

Now I know very well that such a 
suggestion will give offence to many 
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people. They will argue that one of the 
supreme attractions of the ‘countryside 
is that it is only there that one can 
escape from the more hideous works of 
man—indeed (and it is a strange thing 
in so humanised a country) most people 
would say that it is only there that we 
can escape from the works of man alto- 
gether. Why—it will be asked—why 
defile the country with what belongs to 
the town? But that merely shows what 
an ignoble view has been taken of the 
town in England during the last hundred 
years. Ugliness, squalor, defilement are 
held to be the natural or, at any rate, the 
unavoidable attributes of the town— 
which, of course, is why it is what it is. 
But as I have said, what is offensive 
about these great structures is not their 
appearance as such: it is their size in 
relation to the human ‘scale. In_ the 
countryside, providing that their situa- 
tion were well-chosen—clearly, for ex- 
ample, they should be in a hollow rather 
than on a skyline, and among trees 
rather than in a bare place—providing 
they are well sited, well designed in 
themselves, and their immediate surround- 
ings well landscaped, they would, I 
believe, be far less damaging to the 
human spirit than they now are in the 
towns. That, of course, brings me to 
the general consideration of changes in 
the landscape arising out of the produc- 
tion of special crops, the exploitation of 
mineral resources, the construction of 
public works, and so on. We must admit 
to the countryside every form of activity 
which is ‘necessary to the welfare and 
prosperity of the nation. But it seems 
to me that the inevitable rider to this 
principle must be that individual activi- 
ties cannot contribute to the national 
well-being unless they are well considered 
in relation to values as great as and 
greater than their own, and unless they 
are well conceived in themselves. 


Responsibilities of Landscape Architects. 

In summarising what he considered to 
be the responsibility of landscape archi- 
tects, Mr. Sharp said:—The landscape 
architects of to-day are, or should be, 
the inheritors of the mantles of Kent, 
Brown, Repton, and all those others, most 
of them anonymous and amateur, who, 
not always with full conscious delibera- 
tion, played so great a part in making 
the English landscape what jt is to-day. 
It is the landscape architect’s responsibi- 
lity, by study and practice, to preserve 
that landscape in so far as it can and 
ought to be preserved, and to adapt it 
and create new landscape effects where 
the opportunity and the need present 
themselves. Our duties are of two kinds. 
The one is in advising, in terms of the 
public good, on the situation of new 
strongly modifying developments. In 
this our contribution lies in direct col- 
laboration with our colleagues the town 
and country planners, with agricul- 
turists, foresters, industrialists and 
others—according to how far they are 
actively concerned. The other and par- 
ticular contribution is our very own. It 
lies in the design and the supervision of 
planting and other landscape work in 
exactly the same way that the architects” 
and civil engineers’ responsibilities lie in 
the design and erection of the buildings, 
dams, roads, and so on, which are their 
individual responsibility. These possible 
contributions are still, of course, hardly 
recognised by the various agencies, both 
public and private, which promote and 
control the new developments in the 
landscape. What they can amount to 
when they are properly used is shown in 
the great landscape-changing works in the 
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Tennessee Valley and other regions in 
the United States, where the landscape 
architect has been given his proper and 
specialised part. It’ may be some time 
before such recognition is accorded to 
the landscape architect here. But to 
those who say that we may miss the sub- 
stance for the shadow in seeking to 
play our part in such large-scale trans- 
actions (the substance being the particu- 
larised elements of gardens and park), 
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our reply must be that, in the public 
good, this work cries out to be done; that 
it must be done by those who care deeply 
for it and who have made a special study 
of it; and that an England of good gar- 
dens and lapsed landscape, such as would 
result from our refusing the larger re- 
sponsibility, is not the kind of England 
that we want future generations to inherit 
from us who have inherited such beauty 
from others. ; 





THE BUILDING SCENE IN SOUTH AFRICA 
A British Builder’s Impressions 


BSERVATIONS on the current build- 

ing scene in South Africa were made 

by Mr. W. H. GouGH-Cooper, junior 

Vice-President of the London Master 

Builders’ Association, in the course of an 

interview with a representative of The 
Builder. 

Mr. Gough-Cooper, who has recently 
returned from a visit to the Union, where 
his firm is engaged on building a new 
township, Primrose, on the outskirts of 
Johannesburg, had some comments to 
offer on the effect of local authority ad- 
ministrative machinery on building pro- 
gress. “ So far as new development is con- 
cerned,” he said, “ the position is chronic. 
In built-up areas where land is already 
scheduled for development the position is 
roughly parallel with that here in this 
country, but when a builder envisages 
building in a new area the proposition has 
to be submitted to a Township Board 
which is affiliated to the government of 
the province and operates very much in 
the same way as our own Ministry of 
Town and Country Planning. It is the 
cry of .every building developer that 
administrative machinery of the Town- 
ship Board is too slow and cumbersome, 
and is holding down progress to a terribly 
low rate. It requires 29 copies of a pro- 
posal to be submitted before it is given 
consideration, so that a scheme which in 
this country before the war would have 
taken six weeks to be approved, now 
takes three years in South Africa. 

“This unwieldy machinery was initially 
introduced as a safeguard for social and 
communal interests in the development of 
new communities in the mining localities 
two generations or so ago. It is now an 
anachronism. Johannesburg, for instance, 
is still treated in the same way as the 
smallest township: 

“Tronically, the Government is being 
urged to introduce legislation to make it 
possible to carry out building operations 
with a greater degree of freedom, in the 
same way as we did before the war, 
whereas in this country we have moved in 
the opposite direction and hold up build- 
ing work until everybody has been con- 
sulted—a long, tedious and frequently 
quite unnecessary process. 

“TI feel it is only a matter of time 
before some decentralisation of the ad- 
ministrative machine is introduced in 
South Africa. The present position there 
has this interesting repercussion in 
towns such as Cape Town, Durban or 
Johannesburg, which are developing 
rapidly. During a boom period the land 
speculator buys an area of ground for a 
new township. By the time the three 
years have passed, during which building 
and development proposals are being 
approved, a slump may have occurred. 
On the face of things it may. appear that 
the land speculator is charging far too 
high a price for land, but in view of the 
risks and the time factor involved, I think 
he charges nothing more than a reason- 
able amount.” 


Questioned on the subject of site 
organisation methods in South Africa, 
Mr. Gough-Cooper recounted the instance 
of a South African contractor who visited 
a job organised in the Union by Mr. 
Gough-Cooper’s firm. The South African 
said he had never seen a job organised 
to the same degree, although, Mr. Gough- 
(Cooper pointed out, it was nothing 
special and no more than the ordinary 
reputable English builder would do. The 
method of time and progressing the 
scheme was something the South African 
had never seen before. 

“So far as building and technical edu- 
cation is concerned,” went on Mr. Gough- 
Cooper, “no industrial schemes are in 
hand other than for training operatives. 
The Government is about to introduce a 
statutory scheme for apprenticeship which 
is likely to approach our own National 
Federation Apprenticeship Deed, although 
it is intended to go somewhat further with 
technical education than we do here. The 
South African government leaders are 
very enthusiastic about it, but it is still a 
castle in the air. 


Building Output. 

“ As for output on the building site, we 
were given to understand by South 
Africans that it was poor, but when we 
began recruiting labour we found output 
was quite up to the level here. The 
native labourer works just as well as a 
good unskilled British operative, the only 
snag being that they cannot do the 
smallest amount of thinking for them- 
selves and need a great deal of super- 
vision.” 

On the subject of incentives, Mr. 
Gough-Cooper explained that during the 
war the South African government intro- 
duced legislation similar to our own 
Defence Regulations, and the relevant 
clauses of this legislation have now been 
made a permanent part of the relation- 
ship between government and industry. 
Any agreement made between ‘the govern- 
ment and industry now had three parties 
to it—the government,.the employers and 
the operatives. One effect of this was 
that all employers and _ operatives, 
whether federated or union members 
respectively or otherwise, were compelled 
to follow the agreement. Failure to do 
sO meant prosecution, and there had been 
many cases, primarily for working over- 
time, for which permits were granted only 
in rare cases, and for making incentive 
payments, which were illegal. 

The Minister of Labour, Mr. Schoe- 
mann, was very anxious to prepare and 
introduce a scheme of incentive pay- 
ments to form a part of the industrial 
agreement. 

With regard to the use of. building 
plant, that employed on large-scale opera- 
tions was similar to equipment used in 
this country and America, but in ordinary 
building work mechanical plant was less 
prominent ‘than here, mainly because of 
the cheapness of labour, the average pay 
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for the native labourer being 45s. per 
week. 

There was a possible market, for a 
limited period, for small items of equip- 
ment, such as power-operated hand tools, 
but here the position was very much as 
it was for building materials. South 
Africa had enormous natural’ resources, 
and its industrial potential was being 
stepped up daily, particularly in the 
Transvaal, where, when full production 
was reached, current shortages of certain 
ironmongery and, to a certain extent, 
copper tubes, would be eliminated and 
the import of these items would be un- 
necessary. At the moment the factories 
in this area were producing large quanti- 
ties of building components, such as 
electric stoves, refrigerators, baths, basins 
and corrugated iron. British firms who 
were interested in the market were build- 
ing their own works and factories in the 
Union, and the only likely market for 
imported goods was probably that for 
joinery timber, mainly due to the fact 
that South African timber was quick- 
growing and coarse-grained. : 

“The outlook for a builder from this 
country moving his organisation to South 
Africa is that he will not find things easy, 
continued Mr. Gough-Cooper. “If he 
arrives during a slump he will find labour 
and materials easy enough, but orders for 
work will be difficult to get. If he arrives 
during a boom, the position will be 
reversed. There is no hope for a firm 
going out and hoping for overnight ex 
pansion, but there is a chance for the man 
who starts in a small way and by hard 
work gradually builds up his business.” 

Questioned on the subject of post-war 
South African architectural and building 
construction standards, Mr. Gough- 
Cooper expressed the view that the archi- 
tecture was of a relatively high level. A 
certain amount of experimentation in 
modern styles was taking place, and the 


general tendency was _ towards the 
“streamline” form, which was un- 
doubtedly suited to the climate. The 


standard of construction, generally speak- 
ing, was sound but very rough. On the 
other hand, as was the case in America, 
he believed, the buildings were eventually 
“ dressed” to a high finish. 


Private Architects for Council Housing. 


Midland architects are being approached 
by Meriden Rural District Council to 
put into effect some of the housing 
schemes which; otherwise, would be 
delayed owing to the shortage of technical 
officers oe by the Council. The 
building of 58 houses at Balsall, eight 
at Curdworth, and four at Nether Whit- 
acre and Wishard will be placed in the 
hands of private architects, who will be 
responsible for the entire preparation and 
development of the schemes. 


Builders’ Foremen’s Bulletin. 


Their second quarterly bulletin has 
been issued by the London Builders’ Fore- 
men’s Association, 47, Bedford-square, 
London, W.C.1 The bulletin contains 
information on recent activities of the 
Association as well as other material of 
special interest to builders’ foremen. One 
of the main articles is a reprint of a 
note issued by the Building Research 
Station and is the first of a series of 
similar notes on various subjects which 
the Association proncee to include in 
future editions of their bulletin. There 
are other contributions by Mr. R. G. 
Huntington and Mr. G. Winstanley to- 
gether with a photographic reproduction 
of Mr. W. T. Eagles, president L.B.F.A., 
1949. 
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DEVALUATION AND THE 
BUILDING INDUSTRY 
A Speech by Mr. Norman Longley 


QOME of the effects which devaluation 

is likely to have on the building 
industry were mentioned by Mr. NORMAN 
LONGLEY, president of the National 
Federation of Building Trades Employ- 
ers, when he spoke recently at a meeting 
of West Surrey area members of the 
Southern Counties Federation of Build- 
ing Trades Employers. 

Saying that he wondered whether those 
in authority realised the gravity of what 
he termed “ the economic Dunkirk,” Mr. 
Longley continued:— 

Unless compensating savings can be 
found (and they are not in sight at the 
moment), the devaluation of the pound 
must mean that the cost of building as 
well as bread must go up almost at once. 
Within a week of the devaluation an- 
nouncement the selling prices of non-fer- 
rous metals, many essential to the build- 
ing industry, were raised by the Ministry 
of Supply by between 20 and 38 per cent. 
Copper is up £32 10s. a ton; lead £34 15s. 
a ton; zinc £24 a ton; and aluminium 
£19 aton. It has already been estimated 
that the cost of a new house of average 
size, as a result of this increase alone, 
will go up £10. The higher prices for 
these metals will be passed on to the 
builder almost immediately, because of 
the small stocks the country possesses. 

And there may be more to come. If, 


as seems certain, the price of petrol is 


raised, many building operations will 
cost more, and then there is the increase 
in the cost of timber coming-from North 
America and other hard currency areas. 
It is not possible to estimate what this 
increase may mean because so much 
depends not only from where we get our 
future supplies but also whether the 
Government, despite the advice of 
builders, continues the present wasteful 
and costly arrangements under which 
timber is bought in bulk. It is then sent 
to ports, often the furthest away from 
the locality where it is required, and, 
when delivered, is in lengths which neces- 
sitate a lot of wasteful cutting. 

These things did not happen when pri- 
vate enterprise was operating and would 
not, I am sure, happen if it were allowed 
to operate again, even though world con- 
ditions have changed. 

During the recent debate in the House 
of Commons on the country’s economic 
situation, the Chancellor said that the 
Government knew from experience that 
any change in our investment plans 
could only act slowly, and over a very 
considerable period of time. The Chancel- 
lor emphasised that without major disloca- 
tion and waste the volume of capital in- 
vestment could not be quickly changed. 
The building industry is concerned greatly 
in the capital investment programme. 
Last year it was responsible for just on 
half of it—£1,000 million. 

Is it too much to hope from Sir Staf- 
ford Cripps’ speech that the planners 
have at last realised that threats such as 
those made in the White Paper on Capi- 
tal Investment in 1947 to reduce substan- 
tially the building labour force, have the 
effect of a boomerang ? For instance, the 
shortage of bricks which threatened the 
industry during the summer was not 
only due to the abnormally good building 
weather we have had, and to the effects 
of payments by results, but also to the 
fact that the brick producers had geared 
their production to the threatened lower 
capacity of the building industry. 
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Mr. Longley ended by saying: “We 
shall continue to do our best, but certain 
things are beyond the control of those 
in the industrial field.” 

Earlier in the meeting Mr. Longley, 
after endorsing what a previous speaker 
had said about facilities for training 
young people in the building industry, 
declared that it was, above all things, 
the process of surmounting difficulties 
that developed certain indispensable 
qualities of character. It was by going 
up “the hard way” that our fathers and 
those before them had built character 
that stood them in good stead when they 
succeeded. The same applied to crafts- 
men and employers. By making the 
road to success straightforward, and com- 
paratively easy, it was necessary to en- 
sure that a sense of responsibility was 
attached to success—responsibility to the 
industry and those it served. 


ECONOMY IN BUILDING 
OPERATIONS 
Council’s Protests 


WirRAL Urban Council has protested 
against suggestions in the Ministry of 
Health’s circular to architects in connec- 
tion with their proposals for economy in 
future building operations. 

The chairman of the Housing Com- 
mittee, Councillor H. Jackson, said the 
instructions set out reductions in various 
qualities of materials, and, in the size of 
rooms, suggested a much smaller amount 
than the council considered necessary. 

If the suggestions were adopted con- 
siderable expense would be involved in 
upkeep in bad weather. One specifica- 
tion had already proved totally inade- 
quate, and they were now faced with an 
additional heavy expenditure in refloating 
the whole of the exteriors to make them 
weatherproof. In time the cost of upkeep 
would be enormous. : 

When Councillor Jackson mentioned 
that one of the suggestions was that ceil- 
ing heights should be 7 ft. 6 in., Coun- 
cillor A. Constantine, the chairman of the 
council, remarked: “I don’t think we 
could agree to that. It is going back to 
the dark ages, and I don’t think the 
council will agree even if it means delay- 
ing the building of houses.” 

Disused vehicles, it was stated, were 
being bought in the district for use as 
houses, and a warning was issued that_it 
was unlikely that permission would be 
given for their use for that purpose in the 
area controlled by the council. 


Joinery Manufacturers’ Meeting. 


The annual general meeting of the 
English Joinery Manufacturers’ Associa- 
tion was held at the May Fair Hotel on 
October 12, when the following honorary 
officers were re-elected: president: Mr. 
John Duxbury (Magnet Timber Ltd.); 
vice-presidents: Mr. M. van Westerborg 
(Joinery and Builders’ Supplies Ltd.), 
Mr. W. E. Adams, J.P., F.C.1S. (John 
Sadd and Sons Ltd.), and Mr. E. W. T. 
King, A.L.O.B. (E. W. King and Son 
(Newport) Ltd.); hon. treasurer: Mr. 
H. J. E. Ripper, J.P., (Rippers Ltd.). Mr. 
Walter Hide (Hide and Co. (Blackpool) 
Ltd.), Mr. H. S. Tyson (Tysons (Con- 
tractors) Ltd.) and Mr. H. Howarth 
(James Hustler and Son Ltd.) were 
elected to the council. 


A Guildford J.P. 


The Lord Chancellor has appointed 
Mr. R. B. Leighton, a director of Messrs. 
John Moon and Son, Ltd., of Guildford, 
a Justice of the Peace for the Borough 
of Guildford. 
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DAMAGE TO ROADS 
Effects of Drought 


GEVERE drought, such as that experi- 

enced this summer, may cause exten- 
sive cracking and settlement of road 
surfaces. Such damage occurs mainly on 
heavy clay soils and is likely to be aggra- 
vated by fast-growing vegetation growing 
close to the road.* An account of cases of 
drought damage inspected by the Road 
Research Laboratory is contained in Road 
Note No. 6, “ Damage to roads caused 
by the drought of 1947,” published for 
the D.S.I.R. by H.M.S.O.,, price 9d. 

The main purpose of the Road Note 
is to assist engineers to recognise when 
damage is caused by drought so that a 
correct diagnosis can be made and the 
appropriate remedial measures applied. 
Normally dry spells do not affect mois- 
ture conditions under the road bed at a 
depth greater than about 2 ft., and the 
resulting movements of the road crust 
are negligible. In 1947, however, clay 
subgrades were found to be affected to 
a depth of as much as 5 ft. Extensive 
cracking of road surfaces occurred and 
settlements amounting to three or four 
inches were recorded. Similar damage is 
likely to have been caused by the drought 
this summer. 

It will generally be sufficient to seal 
cracks in existing roads, since in most 
cases the road surface returns to its 
original level during the subsequent rainy 
season. Preventive measures are likely 
to be costly, disproportionately greater 
than the cost of making good the damage. 
They are only likely to be justifiable on 
important roads and when the subsoil is 
particularly susceptible to volume 
changes. 


A Students’ Journal. 


The 5th Architectural Students’ Asso- 
ciation Journal, “Plan,” has just been 
published, price 2s. 6d. In an article on 
national planning, Mr. A. S. Hunt con- 
tributes notes elaborating the point 
of view of the Arch. S. A. and has 
assembled comment on _ this _ subject 
from Mr. G. A. Jellicoe, F.R.I.B.A., 
M.T.P.I., Professor Ww. Holford, 
F.R.I.B.A., M.T.P.I., and Mr. A. Ling, 
A.R.LB.A., A.M.T.P.I. Also in this 
issue are photographs and drawings of 
2nd, 3rd, 4th and Sth year work of stu- 
dents of the Liverpool School of Archi- 
tecture, University of Liverpool. The 
illustrations chosen give a balanced view 
of the trends of thought and types of 
work which the school is producing at 
the present time. One of them in par- 
ticular, a 5th year thesis design, by Mr. 
D. A. Pate, of a bus transport station at 
Preston, Lancashire, shows an interesting 
treatment of the grouping of large build- 
ings. 


Technical Dictionary. 


The publication of a new “ Handy 
Technical Dictionary” translated into 
eight languages—English, German, 
French, Italian, Portuguese, Spanish, 
Polish and Russian—is announced by 
“Disce”” Publications Ltd., 11, Greek- 
street, London, W.1. It is subdivided 
into language groups, each group being 
arranged alphabetically, and combines 
normal dictionary text with useful illus- 
trative matter. It is priced at £3 13s. 6d. 
a copy. 





*“The Effect of Vegetation on: the Settle- . 
ment of Roads,” by D. Croney and W. A. 
Lewis. Proceedings of the Biology and Civil 
Engineering Conference, London, 1948, give 
further particulars of ‘the damage likely to be 
caused by vegetation. 
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TRAINING FOREMEN 
AND SUPERVISORS 


“* Employers Must Act ” 


MPHE importance of ensuring adequate 
opportunities for the training of 
general foremen and supervisory grades 
in the industry was emphasised by MR. 
D. E. Woopsine Paris, F.1.0.B., when 
he addressed the October meeting of 
Central Area No. 1 of the London Master 
Builders’ Association. 

Mr. L. J. Hottoway, M.1.0.B., was 
in the chair. 

Mr. D. E. Woodbine Parish said: “ The 
building industry is substantially indivi- 
sible and the sooner those concerned with 
it realise this fundamental fact the sooner 
we shall see a solution to some of the 
production problems which face us. 

“As employers we have periodically to 
review our administrative organisations 
to ensure that they are adequate to cope 
with the tasks in hand, but it is upon 
the general foremen or works supervisors 
that the day-to-day, and may be even 
hour-to-hour, complexities fall for solu- 
tion, and it is upon their skill and ability 
that the measure of success or failure 
upon our contracts can be gauged. I 
am sure it is correct to say that everyone 
engaged in the industry, and I especially 
include our professional friends, not only 
hold general foremen in high esteem but 
also rely to a great extent upon their 
experience, technical knowledge and 
administrative ability. 

“What steps are we, as employers, tak- 
ing to select suitable candidates for super- 
visory training? Are we doing everything 


we can to encourage the continued train- w, 


-ing of those men who have already under- 

taken supervisory responsibilities? I feel 
sure that you will all agree that more 
can and must. be done to assure that 
the supervisory ranks in our industry are 
filled-in the future with thoroughly com- 
petent and trained men. I would venture 
to impress on you that this question of 
administrative training is not a matter for 
one section of the industry alone. It is 
equally, if not more, important for the 
small maintenance builder to have good 
organisation as it is for the large building 
contractor, but this can only be secured 
by a thorough realisation of the problem 
and a firm resolve to find a satisfactory 
solution. Some of you are aware that a 
start has been made as a result of the 
joint endeavours of the National Federa- 
tion of Building Trades Employers, the 
foremen’s associations and the educa- 
tional authorities, but it is only a start 
and there is a vast amount of hard work 
yet to be done. Unless, however, there 
is a real desire among all employers to 
improve the, status and general admini- 
strative ability of their supervisory 
grades and a lively realisation of this 
aspect of our national economic problem, 
the chances of any considerable reduction 
in building costs cannot be foreseen. 

“ Efficiency breeds efficiency, and those 
firms who are making satisfactory pro- 
gress with evolving payment-by-results 
schemes know only too well that the 
effect of introducing a scheme has a very 
stimulating effect upon all those who are 
concerned with the work and points to 
the vital need for an adequate supply 
of competent supervisory staff to deal 


with this new development in our 
industry. : 
“The technical schools in the 


London Region are all anxious to start 
courses for general foremanship and 
management, but unless the response to 
their endeavours is enthusiastically 
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welcomed by employers. they will inevi- 
tably be frustrated in. their endeavours.” 

Mr. Woodbine Parish concluded: “ Let 
us, therefore, seriously discuss _ this 
problem among ourselves, among our 
colleagues and with our foremen and 
supervisors, so that we may all be aware 
of the problem. Let us select and release 
suitable candidates for training and, if 
need be, let some of us undertake to 
lecture at the schools should difficulty 
arise in securing the necessary part-time 
lecturers for this urgent work. I. appeal 
most earnestly to all building trades 
employers. to ponder carefully: upon. this 
matter and to resolve to make some 
tangible contribution to its early 
solution.” 


MINISTRY OF WORKS 
LECTURES 


Details of the last two of a series of 
winter season lectures on subjects of -in- 
terest to the building industry, arranged 
by the Ministry of Works in the Regions, 
are as follows:—  . 

October 25 (Portsmouth): “ Changes in 

Building Technique.” At 7 p.m. in the 
Southern Grammar School for Girls, 
Fawcett-street, Southsea; speaker; Mr. R. 
Fitzmaurice, B.Sc., M.Inst,C.E., Hon.. 
A.R.I.B.A., Director of Research, Ministry 
of Works; October 26. (Derby): “ Pre- 
stressed Concrete Developments at’ Minis- 
try of Works Field Test Unit.” At 7 p.m. 
in the Guildhall, Derby; speaker: Mr. 
O. J. Masterman, B.Eng., A.M.Inst.C.E., 
A.M.1 Struct.E., Chief Scientific Adviser’s 
Division, Ministry of Works. Tickets 
are obtainable on application to the appro- 
ue Regional Office of the Ministry. of 
orks. 
The Ministry of Works’:‘London Region 
have arranged a winter programme of six 
discussion lectures, to be given in the 
Henry Jarvis Hall, Royal: Institute of 
British Architects, at 66, Portland-place, 
London, W.1. 

_The lectures will start at 6.30 p.m., and 
will be open to all members of_ profes- 
sional associations, and of federations 
(including operatives’ federations) | con- 
nected with the building and civil engi- 
neering industries. The engagements are 
as follows: — 

November 14: “Changes in Building 
Technique,” by Mr. R. Fitzmaurice, B.Sc., 
M.Inst.C.E., Hon. A.R.I.B.A., F.R.S.A., 
Director of Research, Ministry of Works; 
December 14: “ Mechanisation of Small 
Jobs,” by Mr. J. F. Eden, B.Sc., 
A.M.I.Mech.E., Chief Scientific Adviser’s 
Division, Ministry of Works; January 4: 
“Timber in Building—Factors Affecting 
its Behaviour and Durability,’ by Mr. 
R. G. Bateson, M.A. (Oxon), Principal 
Scientific Officer, Ministry of Works; 
February 1: “Economy in Traditional 
House Building,” by Mr. H. F. Brough- 
ton, Chief Scientific Adviser’s Division, 
Ministry of Works; March 1: “ Failures 
in Concrete Work—Their Causes and 
Cure,” by Dr. B. H. Knight, D.Sc., Ph.D., 
M.Inst.C.E., M.1.Struct.E., F.R.LCS., 
Principal Scientific Officer, Ministry of 
Works; March 27: “ Techniques and De- 
vices for Improving Bricklaying Output,” 
by Mr. C. H. Thompson, A.M.I.Mech.E., 
F.1.1.Tech., A.M.LILA., Chief Scientific 
Adviser’s Division, Ministry of Works. 

The opening lecture of November 14 
will be illustrated with lantern slides, and 
will be followed by a discussion. 

Tickets of admission are obtainable on 
application to the Regional Building 
Industries Officer, Ministry of Works 
(London Region), 8, Cornwall-terrace, 
Regent’s Park, N.W.1 (Tel.: Museum 
5030, Ext. 280). 
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PROGRESS WITH .. 
INCENTIVES 
A Long-Term Problem 


“ QNE of the oldest problems in indus- 
trial history is the ‘finding ofan 
optimum incentive. plan ‘best. suited to a 


particular. opération,” declared. Mr. D. 


E. WoopBINE PaRISH on October.7, when 
he addressed the quarterly. meeting of the 
London. Builders’ Foremen’s ‘Association 
at the Memorial Hall, Farringdon-street. 
Mr. W.--T. Eagles,. President of the 
Association, was in the chair. 

“Although less than two years have 
elapsed since the agreed terms of settle- 
ment in the matter of incentives came 
into operation, considerable progress in 
evolving and ‘developing satisfactory 
schemes has ‘been : made,” said Mr. 
Woodbine Parish, and he felt that 
the question of incentives for the build- 
ing industry was essentially a long-term 
problem requiring very detailed and care- 
ful consideration over a period of years. 

’ Those who hoped for a completely 
satisfactory and: workable scheme within 
the two-year experimental period over- 
looked the fact that in every industry 
where incentive’ schemes were now 
successfully employed the evolution from 
small beginnings had, of necessity, been 
a slow process. He emphasised the point 
that the introduction of incentives into 
the building industry had been a com- 
pletely new departure from long estab- 
lished industrial custom and was, in fact, 
a new technique, the impact of which 
had been greater upon the industry than 
the ‘introduction of steel-framed build- 
ings and reinforced concrete’ structures. 

He was confident, however, that with 
traditional good. will and ‘good sense, a 
thoroughly practicable’ and equitable 
system could and would be evolved which 
might be applied’ to a considerable pro- 
portion of the work undertaken by the 
industry. He suggested that-in addition 
to monetary incentives it was necessary 
to examine and‘ develop other incentives, 
such as creating for the operatives areal 
interest. inthe’ work* upon «which: they 
were engaged by the display of. working 
drawings in: canteens and: messrooms so 
that the operatives could examine’ thenr 
during the lunch-hour, and that general 
foremen might well encourage the opera- 
tives’ interest by this means, and so help 
to create a team spirit and sense of satis- 
faction from the joint endeavours of all 
engaged upon any project. ; 

A. discussion followed Mr. Parish’s 
address, and both clerks of works and 
general foremen expressed their views as 
to the difficulties they were at present 
encountering in the application of incen- 
tive schemes. It was, however, realised 
by those present that there was a vital 
need for technical and administrative 
education at all levels in the industry to 
ensure the solution of the present pro- 
duction problems facing the industry, and 
to obtain the team spirit which is so 
essential to a successful industry. 





Railway Containers Exhibited. 

British Railways sent six containers to 
Paris for the exhibition arranged by the 
International . Container Bureau (held 
from October 6 to 16). Among them 
were the “LC” type used for bulk 
cement, etc., with a capacity of 24 tons 
(roof loading and gravity discharge 
through the bottom doors), and the 
“H” type (capacity 24 tons) used for 
bricks, tiles and building materials and 
of convenient size for craning to build- 
ings under construction. 
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CARPENTERS’ COMPANY 
PRIZEGIVING 


School’s 56 Years’ History 


MR. AUBREY FAITH, Master of the 
; Carpenters’ Company, recently 
distributed prizes and certificates awarded 
in the Company’s carpentry and joinery 
examination, 1949, at the Company’s 
Building Crafts Training School. 

They included two silver medals and 
certificates awarded by the Company, 
together with two separate prizes of five 
guineas awarded by the Institute of Clerks 
of Works of Great Britain Incorporated, 
gained by Mr. A. L. Partington and Mr. 
C. G. Allman, and prizes of tools and 
certificates won by apprentices and others 
for carpentry and joinery, bricklaying and 
plumbing. 

Among those present were Past Master 
Louis Jacob, F.R.I.B.A. (chairman of the 
board of examiners in carpentry and 
joinery), the Clerk to the Company (Mr. 
H. C. Osborne, M.C.), and other members 
of the Carpenters’ Company, the Master 
(Mr. G. N. Hunter), and Clerk (Mr. A. 
Stanley Grant) of the Pewterers’ Company, 
the Clerk of the Tylers’ and Bricklayers’ 
Company (Mr. A. J. Bird), and Mr. A. 
Coman (Vice-President of the Institute of 
Clerks of Works of Great Britain Incor- 
porated). 

Addressing the prize-winners and other 
students of the Training School, Sir 
BANISTER FLETCHER, P-P.R.I.B.A., chair- 
man of the committee which manages the 
School for the Carpenters’ Company, said 
that the organisation of the School, care- 
fully built up during the past 56 years, 
was not allowed to lapse in the recent war 
when thousands of Servicemen were 
trained as carpenters and joiners and metal 
workers. In the immediate post-war period 
the Carpenters’ Company had co-operated 
in the Vocational Training Scheme of the 
Ministry of Labour in these and other 
crafts. Continuing, he said that the war 
had seriously depleted the skilled labour 
force in the building industry which, like 
any highly skilled industry, depended for 
its continued technical efficiency upon an 
adequate and constant intake of appren- 
tices of the right quality. Indeed, it might 
be said that apprenticeship was the very 
life-blood of the industry, He then went 
on to tell his listeners that they should 
never forget that they were members of a 
great industry, and should always try to 
stimulate a sense of personal pride in their 
high calling. He wished them all a pros- 
perous future in following the careers they 
had mapped out for themselves, and said 
he had no doubt they would look back 
with gratitude for the knowledge and skill 
acquired at the Building Crafts Training 
School. 

In a speech which followed Sir Banis- 
ter’s, _Mr. H. G. Titrey, L.R.I.B.A.. 
F.R.LC.S., director of the School, said 
that the policy of the School in the past 
had been to offer the best practical instruc- 
tion possible and although the theoreti- 
cal and academic sides had not been 
ignored, practical work had been given 
priority in the curriculum. 

Since the establishment of part-time day 
classes, however, and the general desire 
for improvements in the provision of tech- 
nical education for the building crafts, a 


model course of training for apprentices - 


set by the Ministry of Education had been 
followed. This called for the devotion of 
rather more time to the study of techno- 
logy and drawing, but the apprentice could 
start on his career secure in the know- 
ledge that he had undergone a period and 
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form of training accepted throughout the 
industry and had a skilled trade at his 
finger-tips. He urged the students con- 
sistently to apply their minds to the prac- 
tical side of their craft, and not to neg- 
lect the theoretical and academic sides. 


BUILDING DEVELOPMENT AT 
HYTHE, HANTS 


AT a recent meeting of the Hampshire 
County Planning Committee at Winchester, 
the planning officer (Mr. T, F. Thomson) 
said that agreement had been reached on 
the location of building development at 
Hythe (Hants). There wasa proposal toerect 
about 300 houses in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Hythe. Details of the lay-out 
were under consideration by both the 
county planning technical officers and the 
Ministry of Health. Regarding the de- 
velopment plan for Hythe and the water- 
side parishes of Southampton Water as a 
whole, the trouble was that the Ministry 
of Transport were still reconsidering their 
highway proposals, but a decision was 
expected shortly. A conference, he said, 
was also to be held shortly to consider 
provision of schools in the area. A survey 
had been conducted by the county plan- 
ning office and satisfactory progress had 
been made with the development plan. 


OFFICIAL NOTIFICATION | 


Building Board Supplies. 

The consumption and stocks of build- 
ing boards in the United Kingdom in the 
period May 1 to July 2, 1949, states 
the Board of Trade, were:—Consump- 
tion (9 weeks to July 2, 1949) 16,200 
tons: Stocks (as at July 2, 1949) 35,100 
tons. 


A Planning Ministry Direction. 
The Town and Country Planning (Air- 
fields) Direction, 1949, is contained in a 


circular (No. 76) issued by the Ministry 
of Town and Country Planning. 
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THE BENEFITS OF 
PROPER LIGHTING 


* Inadequate Services in Homes” 


(THE need for a bold attempt to re- 

educate builders, architects, public 
authorities and others in the benefits of 
peas lighting in the home, was stressed 
y Mr. J. N. ALDINGTON, B.Sc., in his 
presidential address to the Illuminating 
Engineering Society at the Royal Society 
of Arts, London, on October 11. 

Discussing lighting fittings, he said that 
ideally a lighting fitting should make use 
of the maximum possible flux from the 
light source. Unfortunately this was 
seldom the case and too often light 
sources were surrounded by fittings which 
had been designed with little or no 
attention to the lighting task they were 
intended to serve. In the matter of 
fittings design we must remember that 
the fluorescent lamp, with its widely 
different geometry and brightness, was 
a rival to the tungsten filament lamp in 
the domestic as well as other fields, 
From the illuminating engineering point 
of view its introduction for domestic 
lighting might well be a matter of 
primary importance and might mark 
another horizon beyond that which at 
present limited our field of vision. 

He said that in the majority of homes 
lighting was totally inadequate in regard 
to position of the light source, its bright- 
ness and the level of illumination, and 
there was need for a special study of this 
problem. 

He began his remarks by saying:— 
“Unlike certain other cultural bodies 
whose members are concerned almost 
entirely with material things, in_ the 
Illuminating Engineering Society we have 
to deal not only with quantities which can 
be measured and —- which can be 
assessed but also with /effects which, up 
to the present, have defied measurement 
and which have proved incapable of 
description except in the most general 
terms. Because of this we have to pay 
due regard to the importance of each 
aspect of every lighting task.” 


HOUSING THE PEOPLE 


“ Revolutionary Methods Needed,” Says: 
Lord Mayor of Birmingham 

Tue need for greater speed in the erec- 
tion of houses was stressed by the Lord 
Mayor of Birmingham (Alderman H. 
Humphreys) in opening the Midlands 
Ideal Home Exhibition at Bingley Hall. 

Remarking that there were hundreds of 
thousands of people in Birmingham and 
the Black Country combination who 
would be glad to get houses of their own, 
ideal or not, he said he could not see the 
present “hopeless situation” being re- 
lieved and the problem solved as quickly 
as it should be unless revolutionary 
methods were adopted. He had heard 
that day of one such method. He hoped 
it might be successful, and might help in 
the érection of houses for those in the 
Midlands who needed them. 


Merseyside Housing Delay. 
Shortage of building materials and 
labour is affecting building operations on 


' Merseyside. Work on two of the hous- 


ing estates at Bebington, Wirral, is — 
council have been informed by the con- 
tractors that the completion date for a 
contract for 50 houses on one estate must 
be extended by: three months and another 
contract for 30 flats-for six months. 


Gt 
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GRANITE SAMPLES 


A Notable Collection 

JN connection with the preparation of 

an article on the granite facing to the 
new fiver wall on the South Bank of 
the Thames, we recently had the oppor- 
tunity of inspecting a most interesting 
collection of granite samples which has 
been gathered over a period of years by 
Mr. Eric F. Wettern, managing director 
of Messrs. Cooper, Wettern and Co., 
Ltd., of Croydon. The ‘classification is 
geographical, the samples, which number 
about 2,000, covering the British Isles 
and Northern Europe fairly comprehen- 
sively, while there are a good many speci- 
mens from the rest of the world. Britain 
is represented by more than 800 speci- 
mens from Cornwall, Devon, Leicester- 
shire, Westmorland, Aberdeen, south-west 
Scotland and Ireland, while the foreign 
examples are from Norway, Sweden, 
Finland, . France, Germany, Czecho- 
slovakia, Italy, the United States, Canada, 
South Africa and India. The collection is 
not one of. geological samples, and it 
is concerned primarily with granite—i.e., 
igneous ‘rocks, not stone— and mainly 
with granite for architectural and engin- 
eering uses, though some specimens over- 
lap into granite, crushed, for roadstone 
er concrete aggregate, and others into 
non-igneous rocks—limestones, etc.—for 
similar purposes. The samples are either 
rough, dressed or polished. 

In. as many cases as possible, Mr. 
Wettern thas obtained them from the 
quarry or checked their source of origin, 
and they are all from operative, or 
formerly operative, quarries. Quarries 
are liable to close down, but their record 
remains; many London buildings erected 
years ago contain granite from quarries 
now defunct, so specimens from these are 
included for record and_ reference. 
Owing to variations in the colour and 
proportion of the constituent minerals, 
the gran-silze, i., granites, are very 
distinctive, and an expert can often spot 
the source of origin from inspection, 
though reference to the collection is use- 
ful as a check. 

The value of a collection of samples 
such as this is obvious. Identification of 
granites in existing buildings is often 
necessary. e.g., for war damage repairs, 
for alterations or extensions, or for educa- 
tional reasons. Such a collection is 
indispensable for business purposes, but 
it is a pleasure for anyone interested 
in natural building materials to browse 
over :these granite samples, noting their 
tich and diversified colouring. 


A Paris Meeting. 

The first. full Council’ meeting of the 
Federation Internationale du Batiment et 
des Travaux Publics took place in Paris 
from October 1 to 4. The Council were 
concerned mainly with the matters dis- 
cussed at the International Labour Office 
Conference in Rome in March, which in- 
cluded such items as the réle of private 
and  public’investment in the various 
national ‘building programmes; guaran- 
teed payments for building operatives; 
and the problems of mechanisation and 
prefabrication in the building industry. 
The British delegation consisted of Mr. 
Norman Longley, president of the 
National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers; Mr. J. Ian Robertson, a 
junior vice-president of the N.F.B.T.E.; 
and Mr. I. Ernest Jones, the Federation’s 
chief. industrial officer. The Federation 
of Civil Engineering Contractors was 
represented by Mr. J. Meigham, its presi- 
dent; Mr. A. MacTaggart and Mr. Robert 
Kean, .O.B.E., the director. 
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SMOKE ABATEMENT 
“No More Domestic Smoke in 
Thirty Years’ Time ” 

. [N the battle against the old-fashioned 

open coal fire burning bitumin- 
ous coal, victory is at last in sight,” said 
Lorp SIMON OF WYTHENSHAWE in his 
presidential address to the National 
Smoke Abatement Society at its confer- 
ence in Harrogate on September 28. Re- 
viewing progress in the long campaign 
for the abatement of household smoke, 
“public enemy No. 1” in the smoke 
abatement world, he said, had always 
been and was to-day the open coal fire. 
He compared the Newton Committtee 
set up after the first world war with the 
Fuel and Power Advisory Council set up 
by the Ministry of Fuel and Power after 
the last war. The Newton Committee 
had been so impressed with the possi- 
bilities of domestic smoke prevention 
that it had hurriedly produced, in three 
months, an interim report with recom- 
mendations on what should be done, 
Then, in 1920, came the main report, 
but, said Lord Simon, “it is a lament- 
able fact that so far as action by the 
Government was concerned it might just 
as well never have been written.” 

Then, in 1945, came the new Advisory 
Council of which he was the Chairman. 
In its report were 41 recommendations 
for the better heating of houses, the 
saving of considerable quantities of coal, 
and the progressive reduction of smoke. 
Research and development in the produc- 
tion of more efficient heating appliances, 
the necessity to conserve fuel, and the 
more enlightened’ attitude of Govern- 
ment departments were reasons for caon- 
fidence in the belief that in 30 years’ time 
there would be no more domestic smoke. 
With progress going on in the industrial 


sphere there should also be the end of- 


any serious emission of smoke from fac- 
tories within that time, “so that we may 
look forward with reasonable confidence 
to the end of the smoke nuisance as a 
whole within 30 years.” 
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NEWS IN BRIEF 


Export Number of B.0.T. Journal. 


The Board of Trade have issued a 
special “ Exports to Canada” number of 
their journal. This can be obtained 
from His Majesty’s Stationery Office, 
price Is. 


Retirement from G.E.C. 

The General Electric Company, Ltd., 
has announced the retirement of Mr. 
R. O. Ackerley, M.I.E.E., F.L.E.S., man- 
ager of the company’s illuminating engi- 
neering department since 1931. 


Building Surveyors’ Examination. 


At the R.I.B.A. examination for the 
office of building surveyor under local 
authorities held on October 5, 6, and 7, 
1949, five candidates presented themselves 
and Mr. Stanley J. Dobson was _ suc- 
cessful. 


Drop in Employment Figures. 


The number estimated by the Ministry 
of Labour to be employed in building 
and contracting decreased by 7, dur- 
ing August this year, the actual number 
employed at the end of that month being 
1,490,000. 


Timber Storage Building, Shoreham. 


The contractors for the Timber Storage 
Shed, Shoreham-by-Sea, illustrated in our 
last issue, were Messrs. John W. Ridge. 
Ltd., of Brighton. The roofing was laid 
and the walls clad iby ‘the “Doric” 
Asbestos Manufacturing Co., of Shore- 
ham-by-Sea. 


Request to Stop Work on New Town. 


Hemel Hempstead Town Council, in 
a resolution passed at a recent meeting, 
asked the Government to order work to 
stop on the new town there. The view 
was expressed that the continuation of 
the scheme would create hardship for 
many people now living in the town. 


Annual Convention. 


The National Federation of Demolition 
Contractors, 13, Bloomsbury-square, Lon- 
don, W.C.1, held their annual convention 
at the Grand Hotel, Scarborough, on 
September 30 to October 1. 

Welcomed by the president, Mr. C: S. 
Willment, the delegates came from all 
parts of England, and from Scotland and 
Wales. 


Builders’ Estimates. 


At a recent meeting of the Axbridge 
(Somerset) District Council, it was re- 
ported that a remarkable variation be- 
tween estimates submitted by building 
firms for the erection of eight Council 
houses at Banwell added evidence to the 
many recent suggestions that builders are 
experiencing great difficulty in making 
reliable forecasts of the cost of work 
under prevailing conditions. In this case 
the estimates vary from £8,366 to £13,200 
for the same job. 


A New Lighting Centre. 


The new Electric Lamp Manufacturers’ 
Association Lighting Service Bureau at 24, 
Aire-street, Leeds. 1, was opened by the 
Lord Mayor of Leeds, Alderman Norman 
D. Vine, J.P., on September 22. The 
premises, which have been designed for 
giving information and lectures on all 
lighting matters, will open from 9.0 a.m. 
to 5.30 p.m. from Mondays to Fridays and 
visitors are welcome. The co-ordinating 
architect for the entire scheme was Mr. 
H. S. Davison, A.R.LB.A. 
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Small Building Firms get Contracts. 

In order to speed up its house-building 
programme Bootle Town Council is 
a a policy of giving contracts to 
small building firms. Councillor S. 
Mahon, chairman of the housing com- 
mittee, states that with the new fixed price 
centract in operation they could get a 
better turnover from small local builders 
and the. corporation’s public works 
department than they could from mono- 
polistic concerns. They had recently let 
contracts to a dozen small firms com- 
pared with only one a few months ago. 

He hoped to obtain permission to in- 
crease their quota of 500 houses under 
construction at one time to 650. Work 
has just begun on the erection of 378 
houses, bungalows and flats, and the first 
contract for 16 dwellings, costing £20,800, 
has been let to the Public Works Depart- 
ment. 


More House Building Urged. 

The importance of extending contracts 
for house building was emphasised at 
Wallasey when recently the Mayor (Coun- 
cillor R. Y. Knagg) officially opened the 
1,000th house built by the Council 
since the end of the war. Mr. E. Jordan, 
principal regional officer to the Ministry 
of Health, said the Ministry was impressed 
by the enterprise, enthusiasm and spirit 
with which Wallasey had tackled the 
housing problem, and on behalf of the 
builders, Mr. W. Rose suggested that no 
other concerns were subject to more 
restrictions than the building industry, and 
he did not think the value of extending 
contracts was appreciated by the Ministry. 
Output had always been closely bound 
with continued work, and the certainty of 
extended contracts was an incentive both 
to employers and employees, and meant 
reduction in costs. 


Continuity in Housing Work. 

One assurance that continuity in hous- 
ing progress was one of the aims of the 
Ministry of Health, and that a local 
authority that was able to make good 
progress with its programme would not 
be held up by delays in new allocations, 
was given recently by Mr. L. I. Mc- 
Candless, Principal Regional Officer of 
the Ministry, who visited Stourport. The 
occasion was the official handing over of 
the 250th post-war house built by the 
Urban Council since the war, marking the 
halfway stage in the present local housing 
programme. 


Library for Workmen and Foremen. 


With the object of fostering the educa- 
tion and interest of their workmen, in- 
cluding foremen, etc., Messrs. J. W. 
Spencer, Ltd., contractors, St. Lawrence- 
yard, North Hill, Plymouth, have opened 
a technical library with a range of modern 
text books, catalogues, etc. 
anxious to extend this facility and feel 
that particulars issued by individual firms 


A 


The firm is < 


and trade associations would be of great ' 


help. Volumes and publications, etc., 
should be addressed to the Librarian, 
J. W. Spencer, Ltd., at the address given 
above, 


Industrial Estate Scheme. 


Lancashire County Planning Committee 
have decided to proceed with their scheme 
to develop Haydock Park as an industrial 
estate. Negotiations are to take place 
for the acquisition of 19 acres of land on 
the East Lancashire road which can be 
developed for industrial purposes at a 
small capital cost. That area will be 
available for factories where firms have 
received Board of Trade certificates. 
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Fig 1.—Quarter-deck lighting. 


TRADE NEWS 


An Appointment. 

The General Electric Company an- 
nounces the appointment of Mr. S. Ander- 
son, B.Sc. (Eng.) London, as_ chief 
illuminating engineer to the company. 


Devaluation and Earth-moving Plant. 

Jack Olding and Co., — Limited, 
announce that, despite devaluation, it is 
their intention to maintain current prices 
for equipment and parts at least until 
January 1 next. 


Firm’s Centenary. 

Messrs. D. Anderson and Son, Ltd., 
roofing contractors and manufacturers of 
“Red Hand” roofing felt, held a dinner 


. ahd dance at Stretford, near Manchester, 


recently to celebrate their centenary. 
Nearly 200 members of the staff attended. 
Gifts were presented to Mr. C. Macfar- 
lane Cullen (chairman and managing 
director), Mr. L. Kirkpatrick Reid, J.P. 
(director), and to Mr. O. H. Tidbury, 
Se oogenenring male member of the 
staff. 


Lighting the R.N.C. Dartmouth. 

The Royal Naval College at Dartmouth 
has recently been equipped with lighting 
fittings for fluorescent lamps. In plan- 
ning this installation the fittings depart- 
ment .of the General Electric Co., Ltd., 
worked in close collaboration with the 
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Fig 2.—Suspended lantern. 


Admiralty depaftments concerned. One 
fitting is reminiscent of the poop lanterns 
used in old-time warships, and is used 
for the quarter-deck of the College (seen 
in Fig. 1). Fig. 2 shows a lantern for 
suspension from the roof, having black 
bronze finished metalwork and champagne 
tinted glazing. These are two only of a 
number of fittings specially designed for 
this building which has taken early 
advantage of the relaxed restrictions on 
floodlighting. 


A Lighting Column. 

The “ Broadcrete ” lighting column is 
now being manufactured and supplied 
by Messrs. Tarslag Ltd., of Wolverhamp- 
ton and Stockton-on-Tees, who have 
acquired the interests in this product 
from Messrs. Broads Manufacturing Co., 
Ltd., Londori. This does not in any way 
affect Messrs. Broads Manufacturing 
Co.’s other activities, such as production 
of cast-iron manhole covers, gulley grat- 
ings, duct covers, etc., which will con- 
tinue as before. 

Messrs. Tarslag Ltd., are also undertak- 
ing the erection of these columns when 
required, and all inquiries in the future 
for the “ Broadcrete” lighting column 
should be addressed to Tarslag Ltd., at 
Wolverhampton or Stockton-on-Tees. 


Double-Glazing Units. 

Double-glazing units, developed by 
Messrs. Pilkington Brothers, glass manu- 
facturers, are described by Mr. Lawrence 
Pilkington, technical director of the 
company, in a recent Press statement. 
The units consist of two panes of glass 
separated by metal spacers jin. thick. 
The panes are hermetically sealed, the 
gaps between them being filled with dry 
air to prevent internal condensation. 
With the double-glazed unit the outside 
panel of a window will reach a tempera- 
ture near to that of the outside air; 
but because the space is filled with dry 
air, there is no condensation. Again, 
because the narrowness of the air space 
in the units prevents convection currents, 
the inside glass does not cool very much, 
and coincides, or very nearly, with the 
temperature inside the room. Therefore, 
there is no condensation. These units 
are installed in the same way..as ordinary 
windows and admit as much light. There 
are, of course, still only two surfaces 
to be cleaned. They are particularly 
suitable, it is claimed, for use in factories, 
office buildings, schools and hospitals. 


the glasses, which is the chief drawback 
of all other types of double-glazing. 
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THE SCOTTISH BUILDER 
NEW BUILDINGS 


Glasgow.—-Plans are to be prepared for new 
erections at 190 to 200, Hildon-st., and also 
alterations and additions for Jack Sakel, Ltd., 
for which the architect is James W. Reid, 79, 
West Regent-st., Glasgow, C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plaus in hand for houses at 
oe aH site, for which the architects are 

Frank Saree, Boston & Bel}, 180, Hope-st., 
girs al 1. 

lasgow Plans in hand for houses to be 
conte t Calfield-rd., Hardridge-cres., and 
Invercraig- rd, Pollock, for which the architect 
is Archibald J. Jury, Corporation Housing 
Office, Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow. 
Plans to be prepared for alterations and addi- 
tions to MacMillian & Munro’s Confectionery 
Factory, Logan-st., for which the architects 
are George A. Boswel] & Partners, 256, West 
George-st., Blythswood-sq., Glasgow, W.C.2. 

Glasgow.—Plans are to be prepared for new 
church halls, for the Church of Scotland 
General Trustees, which are to be erected at 
Dinind and Neckle-rds., and for which the 
architects are Abercrombie & Steel Maitland, 
County-sq., Moss-st., Paisley. Plans are-in hand 
for alterations and additions for R. & J. Temple- 
ton, Ltd., at Great Western-rd., for which the 
architeets are The Allied Suppliers (Glasgow), 
Ltd., Architectural Department, 88, Hydepark- 
st., Anderston, Glasgow, E.C.2. 

Glenlee.—Lanarkshire  C.C. to erect new 
annexe to the Public School, far which the 
architect is William Watt, Albert-rd., Mother- 
well-Wishaw. 

Lanarkshire.—Plans are in hand for 12 bays 
for the Scottish Co-operative Society, Ltd., 
which are to be built on a site at Manse-rd., 
Shotts, and for which the architects, etc., are 
Hayden, Strang & Co., 40, St. Vincent-st., 
Glasgow. 

Lanarkshire.—C.C. to erect 8 agricultural 
houses at East Platt, 8 at Quothguam, 8 at 
Yuldshields and 10 at Dead Waters Bridge, at 
£47,185, for which the architect is Samuel Mac- 
Coll, County Housing Offices, Beckford-st., 
Hamilton. 

Lanarkshire.—At Eastwood, new houses are to 
be erected, for which the architect is 
Archibald J. Jury. Corporation Housing Offices, 
Glasgow Cross, The Trongate, Glasgow, C.1. 


FUTURE 
CONSTRUCTION 


PUBLIC APPOINTMENTS 


Full details of Public Appointments open will 
be found in the Advertisement pages of this 
and previous issues. 


CONTRACTS OPEN 


For some contracts still open but not in- 
ciuded in this list see previous issues. Those 
with an asterisk are advertised in this number. 
The dates at the heads of paragraphs are those 
for the submission of tenders; a dagger (t+) 
denotes closing date for applications; the name 
and address at the end refer to the person 
from whom particulars may be obtained. 


BUILDING 


OCTOBER 24. 
+*Bedfordshire C.C.—Adaptation of Sandye-pl., 
Sandy, to provide County Secondary Modern 
School. County A., Shire Hall, Bedford. 
+*Croydon C.B.—Science and Arts_ Block, 
Ingram Secondary School, Ingram-id., Thornton 
Heath. Chief Education Officer, Katherine-st. 
Dep. £1. Tenders by November 8. 
OCTOBER 25. 
t*Deal T.C.—106 houses and flats at Orchard- 
ave. estate. B.E., Municipal Offices. Dep. 
£2 2s. Tenders November 16. : 
+*Denbighshire C.C.—New technical college, 
Wrexham. Saxon, Smith & Partneys, architects, 
2, Stanley-st., Chester. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by 
December 65. 
t*Rawmarsh U.D.C.—70 houses at Monkwood 
estate. J. S. Creighton, Housing A., Council 
Offices, Parkgate. Yorks. Dep. £5. 
OCTOBER 26. 
t+*Cardiff Corporation.—Erection 
primary schools. City 8S. 
OCTOBER 27. 
C.C.—Hutted accommodation and 
other building works at Surbiton Secondary 
School for Boys. County A., County Hall, 
Kingston-on-Thames. Dep. £2 2s. 
+*Surrey C.C.—Hutted classrooms and library 
ailorations at Guildford Roya] Grammaz School. 
County os County Hall, Kingston-on-Thames. 


Dep. £2 
OCTOBER 28. 
+Carnarvonshire ©.C.—Junior school at 
Lilangennech, nr. Lianelly. W. T._ Lioyds, 
County A., County Hall, Carmarthen. Dep. £5. 
t*Rotherham C.B.—40 houses and 76 houses at 
Breom Valley estate Manson, 
ig Inst.C.E., B.E., Municipai Offices. Dep. 


of 4 new 


t*Surrey 
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+*Salisbury and Wilton R.D.C.—Eight houses 
with sewage treatment plant and access road 
and water main. Bothams & Brown (L.), 32, 
Chipper-la., Salisbury. Dep. £2 2s. ‘Tenders 
by November 23. 


OCTOB 

t*Pembrokeshire C.C. ei rection of Puncheston 
(New) County Primary Schoo]. .Walter Barrett, 
M.B.E. (A.), County A., County Offices, Haver- 
oagwest. Dep. £5 5s. Tenders by November 12, 

tWolverhampton ©.B.—Extensions at Wolver- 
Denes and Staffordshire Technical College. 

C. Stillman, Architect & S., County Ed. 
Dtesahistoe Green Hall, Lichfield- rd., Stafford. 
Dep. £4 4s 

OCTOBER 31. 

Aldridge U.D.C.—12 houses at _ Bridle-la., 
Streetly. C., Council House. Dep. £2 2s. 

Downham Market U,D.0.—12 nouape ‘with 
roads and sewers at Priory-rd. J. O. Bond & 
Son, St. Faith’s House, Mountergate, Norwich. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Herefordshire C.C.—(1) Erection of second 
phase of Infants’ School and erection of new 
Junior School at Hunderton; (2) erection of 
dining 55 and kitchen at “ Fairfield,’ Peter- 
church Usher (A.), County A., Bath-st., 
Hereford. ae £2 2s. each. 

t*Penzance T.C.—30 houses at Alverton estate 
(section 2), Contracts Nos. 24a and 33. B.E. & 
S., Municipal- bldgs.* Dep. £2 2s. 

t*Plymouth T.C.—Erection of Primary Samael 
at Knowles Battery. Louis de Soissons, A.R.A 
& Partners, 11, The Crescent, Plymouth. Dep. 
£3 3s. (payable to Corporation). Tenders S 
November 22. 

Rugele U.D.C.—18 houses at Armitage-rd./ 
Brereton-rd. (Ranton site). E, & S., Council 
House. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Salford C.C.—Provision and 
30 tons of structural steelwork 
reese ae puter C.E., Town Hall, 

e 

Psatishury E.C.—Erection of New Junior 
School at Fowlers Hill. Bothams & Brown, 
chartered architects, 32, Chipper-la., Salisbury. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

*Wokingham R.D.C.—Contract No. 1, roads, 
footpaths, etc.; contract No. 2, erection of 12 
houses at Shinfield-rise estate. Major J. H. R. 
Freeborn, M.A. (F.), 30, vreret. London, 
W.1. - Dep. £2 2s... payable to R.D 


NOVEMBER 1. 

Beverley (Yorks) ‘R.D.C.—Ten houses at. 
Brantingham. G. Ss gece _E,, 8. Archi- 
tect, 36, Market-pl. Dep. £1 

+*Enfield U.D.C.—Six ath sere at Botany Bay. 
Frank Lee, A.M.LC.E., E. & S., Public Offices, 


art-erection of 
for primary 
Salford, 3. 


Enfield. Dep. £2 2s. 
_ *York T.C.—Conversion of Debtors’ Prison 
into extension of Castle Museum. City E. & 


Architect. Dep. £1 








A Specialised Service and System 
of Construction for Architects 

As specialists, HELICON design, 
design and construct, or construct only, 
according to the needs of the client. 


Ferro-Concrete Design and 


Construction Many of the finest 
buildings in the country today are 
constructed by Helicon. Architeets and 
engineers appreciate the specialised 
advice which is so necessary in this 
form of construction. 


Pre-Cast and “In Situ” Floors 


Helicon floors are Tighe, rigid, fire- 
proof, sound-resisting and hygienic, and 
are readily adapted to meet all require- 
ments. Speedy erection makes them 
economical. 


Pre-Cast Concrete and Cast Stone 


For free advice on this or on any type 
of ferro-concrete construction, call, 
write or phone for a technical repre- 
sentative to call. 


THE HELICAL BAR & 
ENGINEERING Co., Ltd., 
82. VICTORIA ST.. WESTMINSTER. LONDON. 
S.W.1. "PHONE: VICTORIA 6838. RESIDENT 


AGENTS: BIRMINGHAM *- MIDDLESBROUGH 
NEWCASTLE 
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NOVEMBER 2. 

Bucklow R.D. os houses and 2 burgalows 
at Ashley and 20 houses and 2 bungalows at 
Plumley. H. V. Shaw, E. & S&., 26, Station- 
bldgs., Altrincham. Dep. £2 2s. each scheme. 

t*East Suffolk ©.C.—Canteen kitchen and 
dining-room, Kesgrave area_ school. R. 
Symcox (F.), County A., Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s. 
Tenders by December 2. 

t*East Suffolk C.C.—New school buildings: 
(a) Kesgrave; (b) Carlton Colville and Ipswich. 
E. J. Symcox (F.), County A., Ipswich. Dep. 
£2 2s. each. Tenders by December 2. 

+*Hoddes U.D.C.—24 houses at housing 
schemes Nos. 19 and 20 E. & §8., Council 
Offices. Dep. £3 3s. Tenders by November 16. 

Penybout R.D.C.—12 houses at Cot Farm site, 
Cefn Cribbwr. S., Council Offices, Coity-rd., 
Bridgend. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 3. 

Hartismere R.D.C.—Three pairs of houses 

with paths, etc.. at Bacton. Leslie Barefoot, 


architect, The hog sare Ipswich. Dep. £2 2s.. 
Harwich —Houses and flats at Fronks- 
rd. site. Bore “Ne Dep. £2 2s. 


Mansfield Woodhouse U.D.C. — 18 lock-up 
garages at 2 sites. §S., Council Offices. Dep. 


5. 

t*Somerset C.C.—Erection of County Primary 
School at Wells (Bath-rd.), Stoberry. R. O. 
Harris : ), County A., Park-st., Taunton. 
Dep. £2 2 

NOVEMBER 4. 

*East Retford R.D.C.—16 dwellings with inci- 
dental site works off Main-st., North Leverton. 
C., Council Offices, Amcott House, Grove-st., 


Retford, aon Ss. 

Rhondda U.D.C.—Primary school at Maerdy. 

‘ hes County Offices, Pentre, Rhondda. Dep. 
Bs 

+*Southamp ton C.Bs—War damage repairs 
and other oaks at Woolston Secondary School. 
Boro’ A., Civic Centre. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by December 5. 

NOVEMBER 65. 

*Bridgwater T.C.—48 houses at Hamp estate. 
B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2 

* Bridgwater T.c.—Ten garages 
estate and by at Sydenham estate. : 

Chorley R.D.C.—(1) 16 houses and 1 flat at 
Whittle- S Woods; (2) 16 houses and 2 flats at 
Coppull. §., Council Offices. Dep. £3 3s. each. 

+* Dudley c. B.—Superstructure for new junior 
school at “Bradiord-t4. Hally Hall. John T. 
Lewis (A.), Boro’ Priory Hall. Dep. £5 5s. 

*Stepney B. pal ke to various properties. 
Chief Technical - Officer for War Damage, 
191/193, Commercial-rd., E.1. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Sunbury-on-Thames U.D.C. — Public con- 
veniences at Thames-st. E. & 8. 


NOVEMBER 7. 

*Cheshunt U.D.C.—War damage repairs to 
134 houses at Franklin-ave. a & S., Manor 
House, Turners Hill. Dep. 

*Litherland U.D.C.—(a) 36 flats at Field-la., 
and (b) 15 shops and 30 flats at Kirkstone-rd., 
North Litherland. Quiggin & Gee, chartered 
architects, a me -bldgs., 11, Old = Hall-st., 
Liverpool, 3. £2 “Qs. each. 

6 a a C.C.—Conversion of ‘‘ The 
Hydro” at Hexham Training College. County 
A., County Hall, Newcastle-on-Tyne, 1. Dep. 
£5 5s. 

retemnead T.C.—18 houses at _ Blackhouse. 

. D. Cruickshank, Burgh A., 60, Broad-st. 


NOVEMBER 8. 

Chesterfield T.C.—22 houses at Lancaster-rd. 
site ony section). B.E. & S:, Town Hall. 
Dep. £2 

*East Eltoe R.D.C.—58 houses at 3 sites. K. 
Atkinson (L.), Mattimore House, Holbeach. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Hale U.D.C.—26 houses at ‘‘The Mount” 
estate. §., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

*Rowley Regis T.C.—12 houses at 2 sites. 
B.E. & §., Municipal-bldgs., Ol” Hill. Dep. 
£2 2s. 

*Wakefield T.C.—Erection of infants’ school 
at Lupset. City E., Room 30, Town Hall. Dep. 


3 3s. 


at Hamp 
B.E, 


NOVEMBER 9. 

*Billericay U.D.C.—Eight flats at Wickford 
site, contract No. 10, and 8 flats at Laindon 
site, contract No, 18. S., Council Offices. Dep. 

2 


as. 

*Gt. Yarmouth C.8.—Additional classrooms 
and coatroom at Alderman Swindell Infants’ 
School. B.E., Town Hall. Dep. £1 1s. ; 

+*Leeds Regional Hospital Board.— Extensions 
to dispensary, Royal Infirmary, Duckworth-la., 
Bradford. Wm. A. Shee, Secretary to the Board, 
29-31. Eastgate, Leeds, 2. Dep. £2 2s. Tenders 
by November 23. 

*Merton and Morden U.D.C. —Internal altera- 
tions to Merton Public Hall. E. & 8S. 

NOVEMBER 10. 

Clutton R.D.C.—20 houses with sewage dis- 
posal works. Thomas & Morgan & Partners, 23, 
Gelliwastad-rd., Pontypridd. Dep. £3 3s. 

NOVEMBER 11. 

t*Keighley T.C.—Erection of Guard House, 

County Junior School, £. G. Felgate (A.), Boro’ 
Dep. £2 2s. 
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NOVEMBER 12, 

Haslingden T.C.—All or separate trades for 
erection of 50 houses and 8 aged _ persons’ 
bungalows at Rising Bridge estate. B.E. & S., 
Municipal Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 

Market Harborough U.D.C.—40 houses at 
Southern estate. Lyndon Rowen (A.),-14a, High- 
st. Dep, £2. : 

South Shields.—104 houses at Highfield-rd. 
See B.E., Town Hall. Dep. 


NOVEMBER 14, 
*Gillingham T.C.—84 houses at Eastcourt-la., 
Fa a. estate. B.S., Municipal-bldgs. Dep. 
Ss. 


NOVEMBER 15. 

*Flintshire C.C.—Erection of Technical College 
at Kelsterton, Connah’s Quay. Griffiths (L.), 
perme? County A., Liwynegrin, Mold. Dep. 

S. 

*Widnes Boro.—Building at municipal _tech- 
nical college; Wade Deacon Grammar School 
and Fairfield School. T. A. Brittain (A.), Boro’ 
Arch, Brendan House, Widnes-rd. Dep. £2 2s. 


each. 
NOVEMBER 21. 

*Northfleet U.D.C.—33 houses at Coldharbour- 
rd, estate. E. & S., Council Offices. Dep. £2 2s. 
NOVEMBER 28. 

*Corporation of London.—Demolition of anti- 


tank trenches, anti-tank obstacles, etc., at 
Epping Forest. City S., 55-61, Moorgate, E.C.2. 
Dep. £3 3s. 


NOVEMBER 29. : 

Ramsbottom U.D.C.—24 flats with roads and 
sewers at Garnett-st. E. & S., Council Offices. 
Dep. £5 5s. 

, NO DATE. 

“Castle Donington R.D.C.—32 houses with 
street works at 3 sites. McCarthy, Collings & 
Co., chartered architects, 187, Forest-rd., Ceal- 


ville. Dep. £2 2s. 
*Cheltenham T.0.—42 flats at Rowanfield 
estate. B.E. Dep. £4 4s. 


_ Wednesbury T.C.—9 houses and 22 bungalows 
in 2 sections at Hydes-rd. (Golf Links) estate. 
Arthur Booth (F.), Boro’ A. & E., Town Hall. 
Dep. £5 5s. 


PAINTING, ELECTRIC LIGHTING, 
MATERIALS, ETC. 


NOVEMBER 5. 
Manchester T.C.—Cleaning and painting of 
various schools. City A. 
NOVEMBER 7. 
*Luton B.C.—Electrica] installation at County 
Primary Infants’ School, Ashcroft-rd., Luton. 
B.E., Town Hall. Luton. Dep. £2 2s. 


ROADS, SEWERAGE AND 
WATER WORKS 


OCTOBER 29. 
tBraintree R.D.C.—Construction of sewers, 2 
pumping stations and sewage disposal works 
in 3 parishes. W. Herbert Bateman & Partners, 
. Victoria-st., Westminster, S.W.1. Dep. 
Ss. 


£5 

OCTOBER 31. 
, *Salford C.C.—Site works for school and play- 
ing elds, Salford. C.E,, Town Hall, Salford, 3. 


Dep. £ 

NOVEMBER 2, 
_ Lowestoft T.C.—Roads and sewers at housing 
oy No. (North). B.E. Town Hall. Dep. 


2s 
NOVEMBER 4, 
Bagshot R.D.C.—Sewerage works at Chob- 
ham. D. Balfour & Sons, 131, Victoria-st., West- 


minster, 8.W.1. Dep. £5. 
Coventry T.C.—Road surfacing, etc., at Barn- 
field estate. City E. Dep. £5 5s. 


NOVEMBER 5. 

Nantwich R.D.C.—Roads and sewers at 
Wybunbury site. E. & S., Stapeley House. 
Stapeley, nr. Nantwich. Dep. £1 1s. 

: NOVEMBER 7. 

Bullingdon R.D.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., 
at Forest Hill. E. & S., 76, Banbury-rd., 
Oxford. Dep. £1 1s. 

Enfield U.D.C.—Making-up Goldsdown-cl. FE. 
& S., 7, Little Park-gdns. Dep £2. 

Orpington U.D.C.—Street works at Windsor- 
dr., Green Street Green.. E. & S., Bank Hart. 
Dep. £2 2s. 

Rochdale C.B.—Making-up various streets. 
B.S., Town Hall. Dep. £2 2s, 

NOVEMBER 10. 

Hartley Wintney R.D.C.—Road works and 
small sewage disposal plants at Hawley. E. & 
8., Council Offices. 

NOVEMBER 11, 

Derby C.B.—Roads and sewers at Mackworth 
estate, Contract “A.” B.E. & S., Council 
House. Dep. £5 5s. 

_Wimborne and Granborne R.D.C.—Construc- 
tion of Cranborne seweragé. Lemon & Blizard, 
Castle-la., Southampton. Dep. £5 5s. 

NOVEMBER 12. 

*Middlesbrough C.B.—Repairs and resurfacing 
of schoo] playgrounds. Director of Education, 
Education Offices, Woodlands-rd. Dep. £1 1s. 

NOVEMBER 14. 
Aireborough U.D.C.—Making-up Barfield-ave. 
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“THE BUILDER” PRICES 
ROUGH COPPER 


The Ministry of Supply announces that from 
October 15, its buying price of rough copper, 
jn slabs of from 2 to 3 cwt. has been reduced 
from £110 to £100 per ton. 


TUBES 


New basis prices for tubes came into operation 
on October 17, as follows :— 
per lb. 
*Copper Tubes . 164d. 
Brass Tubes . 149d. 


Copper-Nickel Tubes 70/30 ee rtd: 
Other Alloys: Prices on application to The 
Brass and Copper Tube Association, King 
Edward House, New-street, Birmingham 2 
gan basis price applies to all copper 


LEAD 
The Ministry of Supply announces that from 


October 19, the price of good soft pig lead is 
reduced by £10 from £115 to £105 per ton 


delivered. 
LEAD PRODUCTS 
Associated Lead Manufacturers, Ltd., write : 
As a result of the controlled price of pig lead 
being reduced, the basis prices of lead products 
were amended as from 8 a.m. October 19 


Reduced To-day’s 
basis price 


&.4..¢6 £ «@ ié. 
Dry White Lead 5 5 Opertonto131 5 0 
Garand White 


tu 
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NOVEMBER 21. 

Cuckfield R.D.C.—Construction of Scaynes 
Hill sewerage scheme. E. & S., Council Offices, 
Haywards Heath. Dep. £2 2s. 

NOVEMBER 26. 

_ Marlborough and Ramsbury R.D.C.—Construc- 

tion of Avebury water scheme. John Taylor & 


Sons, Artillery House, Artillery-row, 8S.W.1. 

Dep. £5. 

GENERAL BUILDING WORK 
(LONDON) 


Bermondsey.—FLAts anD Suors.—L.C.C. Direc- 
tor of Housing and Valuer’s Department is 
preparing plans for 18 flats and eight shops at 
Freda-st., the scheme announced in this column 
last week. 

Cricklewood. — Appit1ions.—W. Louis Carr, 
F.R.1.B.A., 10, Roy-rd., Northwood, Middlesex, 
is preparing. plans for proposed additions to 
Cricklewood Trades Hail, Club and Institute, 
Cricklewood-la. 

Croydon. — Resvuitpinc.—Hubert  Lidbetter, - 
F.R.I.B.A., 2, Verulam-bidgs., Gray’s Inn, 
W.C.1, is preparing a scheme for the proposed 
rebuilding of the Friends’ Meeting House, 
Park-la. 

Croydon.—Reconstruction.—Adie, Button & 
Partners, F.R.I.B.A., 29, Weymouth-st., W.1, 
have prepared plans for the reconstruction of 
the London Transport Executive’s Depot at 
London-rd. Whitehall-rd. 

Croydon.—Factory Extenstons.—R. T. James 
& Partners, 6a, Lower Grosvenor-pl., S.W.1, 
are preparing plans for proposed extensions to 
factory premises of Messrs. Rockweld, Ltd., at 

Croydon.—Hovses.—Messrs. B. G. Utting, 
builders, Gracefield-gdns., S.W.16, propose erect- 
ing six houses on sites of Nos. 27-37, Heatherset- 
The firm’s Architects’ Department is 
preparing plans. 

Deptford.—Fats.—L.C.C. has approved _pro- 
eg for 18 flats at Erlanger-rd. site (West) 
Yo. 2. Plans are being prepared by H. V. 
Ashley & Winton Newman, FF.R.I.B.A., 3, 
Verulam-bldgs., Gray’s Inn, W.C.1. 

Ed, e.—QuieT-Room AND LispraRy.—Wood- 





roffe, Buchanan & Coulter, F.R.I.B.A., 5, Bed- 
ford-row, W.C.1, are architects for a proposed 


Lea -- 415 Opertonto149 10 0, 
White Lead Paint 1 Opergal.to 2 6 O 
Magnet Hard No é 
Gloss change pergal.to 2 4 0 Commerce-way. 
Red Lead and 
Litharge -- 510 Opertonto123 0 0 
Red Lead Ground 
in Oil oe 0 per tonto 144 0 0] gins 
Red Lead Paint . 
Type I oa 1 Opergalto 2 8 0 
Lead Sheet 6 S Opertonto123 5 0 
Lead Pipe 6 S Opertonto124 10 0 
Lead Shot 6 5 Oper ton to 133 10 0 
Basic Lead Sul- 
phate 410 Opertontolli4 0 0 
E. & S., Micklefield House, Rawdon. Dep. 
£2 2s. 


York T.C.—Roads and sewers at Moor-la. 
— Dringhouses. City E. & Architect. Dep. 
2. 


NOVEMBER 15. 

*Hertford T.C.—Roads and sewers, etc., at 
Revels-rd.. Bengeo. E. C. Harris & Partners, 
F.R.LC.S., 3, Bedford-sq., W.C.1. Dep £2 4s. 

NOVEMBER 19. 

Blackburn C.B.—Roads and sewers, etc., at 

ye site. B.E. & S., Town Hall. Dep. 
Ss. 











RENTOKIL 
TIMBER FLUID 


Acknowledged the world over as the safest and 
most efficient woodworm preventative and 
curative. 


WILL KILL 


WOODWORM 





@ Rentokil Timber Fluid is available to 
Builders in bulk supply. Prices on 
application. Technical enquiries con- 

. cerning Woodworm are invited. Write 
to: RENTOKIL LTD., Dept. B, 
Technical Advice Bureau, 
School Lane, Fetcham, Leatherhead, 
SURREY, 
or Phone Leatherhead 4021/2. 





STOP DRY ROT 


Rentokil DRY ROT FLUID Is unequalled for use on 
timber subject to fungal attacks. Send for full 
particulars and Dry Rot Leaflet TODAY. 





quiet-room and library at Messrs. John Groom’s 
Crippleage, Edgware-way. Tenders’ have been 
invited. 


Edmonton.—Fiats.—Edmonton Council are 
seeking M.H. approval for the erection of 18 
flats at Kendal-parade, by Direct Labour. 
Plans by Architects’ Department. 

Hendon.—Factory.—Higgins & Thomerson, 
architects, 76, Finsbury-pavement, E.C.2, have 
prepared plans for a new factory at Bittacy 
Hill, Mill Hill, N.W.7. ; 

Kilburn.—FLAts.—M.C.C. have approved Wil- 
lesden Corporation’s proposal to erect 106 flats 
at Alpha-place site, South Kilburn. Plans by 
Engineers’ Department, Town Hall, Dyne-rd., 
N.W.6 


Leyton.—Housinc —Boro’ E. & S. is preparing 
a scheme for the redevelopment of Park Grove- 
rd. area as a housing site. 

Leyton.—Orrices, SToRE AND CANTEEN.—Aslan 
& Freeman, architects, 9, Lower Thames-st., 
E.C.3, are preparing pans for office extension, 
stores and a canteen at Flexi Shoe Works, 
Flempton-rd. 

Shoreditch. —F.ats.—Plans for the 54 flats to 
be erected on the Haggerston estate (announced 
fast week in this column) are being prepared 
by the L.C.C. Director of Housing and Valuer’s 
Department. 

Norwood.—ALTERATIONS AND ADDITIONS.— 
Messrs. William Allday & Co., Ltd., 1, Cress- 
well-rd., South Norwood, S.E.25, propose altera- 
tions and additions to their factory at South 
Norwood Farm. Architect not yet appointed. 

Southwark.—Dwet.ines, Erc.—The Director of 
Housing and Valuer, Mr. C. H. Walker, is 
in charge of plans (prepared before the re- 
cent war) for 52 dwellings, 20 perambulator 
sheds and workshop accommodation at Rock- 
ingham estate. This scheme was referred to 
last week in this co’umn. 

Southwark.—ResviLpinc.—Reginald W. Lone, 
A.R.LB.A., A.R.LCS., 15, New-sq., Lincoln’s 
Inn, W.C.2, has been appointed as architect for 
the rebuilding of factory of Messrs. Dewrance & 
Co., Ltd., at Tabard-st. Work is to be carried 
out in stages, the first of which has begun. 

Stoke Newington.—Dwe.iincs, Etc.—I..C.C. 
Director of Housing and Valuer’s Department 
is responsible for the scheme, announced in this 
column last week, for 200 dwellings and % 
perambulator sheds at Woodberry. Down estate. 

Warlingham.—F.ats. AND Hovuses.—Caterham 
and Warlingham U.D.C. propose erecting four 
flats and 16 houses at Tithe Pit Shawa. Plans 
by ‘Engineers’ Department. . 

Woolwich. Dwe.iincs.—B.C. Housing Com. 
propose 28 dwellings on Coldharbour Estate to 
be erected by Direct Labour at about £42,984. 
Plans by Boro’ E. 
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(PROVINCIAL) 

Abram.—U.D.C. approved plans by Bickershaw 
Labour Club for erection of new premises. 

Ask.agton.—Work is to be started this year 
or next year on the first instalment of a new 
technical college at Ashington. W. W. Tasker, 
County A., County Hall, Newcastle. First part 
of the scheme wil] include classrooms, work- 
shops, laboratories, kitchen and dining-room. 

Aspull.—U.D.C. approved plans for gas-pro- 
ducer houses at Finger Post and Cale-la., for 
N.W. Gas Board. 

Barnsley.—Sheffield Regional Hospital Board 
propose alterations and additions to Queen’s- 
rd. clinic to provide pathological department. 

Beechdate.—Messrs. William Hollins & Co., 
Ltd., propose a new factory on Wigman-rd. 

Bellingham (Northumberland).—R.D.C. is to 
build 28 houses. Architects, W. Dixon & Son 
1, Collingwood-st., Newcastle. ; 

Belper.—R.D.C. propose 30 houses at Smalley 
and 18 at Shipley. Surveyor to prepare plan for 
52 houses at Holloway. 


Birmingham.—Licensing Justices approved 
plans for five prefabricated inns in Sheldon 


pa a —— =A The Mount, King’s-rd., 
New Oscott, as licensed premises for Mitc 3 
& Butlers, Ltd. ‘ acted 

Blaydon-on-Tyne.—Stella Hall is to be con- 
verted into lecture rooms and students’ resi- 
dential accommodation in connection with 
King’s College, Newcasi!e, Architects, Spence 
& Price, St. Mary’s-pl., Newcastle. 

Brackley.—R.D.C. propose further 24 houses 
at King’s Sutton. 

Bradford.—T.C. are to adapt. Nutter Orphan- 
age as a hursery at £5,000. City A., T. C. 
Castle. 

Brierfield.—U.D.C. seek loan of £24,532 for 18 
houses at William-st. estate. 
_Bromsgrove.—R.D.C. propose 24 houses at 
Shawhurst-la., Wythall. Plans by J. 
Cooper, 177, Corporation-st., Birmingham. 

Bromsgrove.—K D.C. approved plans for police 
station at Nuthurst-rd., Cofton Common, for 
C.C.; extensions for Barnt Green social cub; 
propose 52 houses on Snake-la. site. Plans 
by J. Brian Cooper, 177, Corporation-st., Birm- 
ingham. 

Bury.—E.C. propose new county primary sch. 
at Walmersley. Plans by Boro’ E., J. Chadwick. 
—B.C. approved plans for:—18 houses. Eliot- 
ave., for David Horwich; additions to St. 
Marie’s Presbytery, Manchester-rd., for Canon 
Dorran; new offices, Livesey-st., for Holt Bros. 
(Waste). Ltd.; alterations, 92, The Rock, for 
Saxone Shot Co., Ltd.; 40 houses and pavilion 
at Orpington for War Dept.: 70 houses at 
Brandlesholme No. 3 site for T.C.; alterations 
to Royal Hotel, Sitver-st., for Bury Brewery Co., 
Ltd. ; to invite tenders for 126 houses on Little- 
wood estate: 

Carmel.—P.C. 
scheme. 

Cheshire.—C.C. seek site at Macclesfield for 
erection of new fire station. E. Mainwaring 
Parkes. County A. 

Chesterfield.—T.C. to acquire a 73-acre site 
between Dukes-dr. and St. John’s-rd., Newbold, 
for housing purposes. W. S. Wilson, Boro’ S. 

Coalville (Leics).—U.D.C. approved plans for 
factory at Bakewell-st. for Towles, Ltd.; re- 
building of Royal Oak inn for J. Eadie, Ltd. 

Coventry.—T.C. propose to seek loans of 
£660,913 (for 453 houses at Tile Hill neighbour- 
hood unit); £54,212 (for 48 flats and 13 
garages at Fletchamstead Estate); £140,805 
(for 102 concrete houses and seven garages at 
Hipswell Estate). City A., Donald E. Gibson. 

Derby.—T.C. seek loan of £79,805 for junior 
school at Normanton. Boro’ A., T. W. East, 
F.R.1.B.A. 


to proceed with village hall 


Derbyshir2.—C.C. propose conversion of Crich 
Miners’ Welfare Centre as dining-room and 
kitchen. Plans by F. H. Crossley, County A., 
St. Mary’s-gate, Derby. 

Durham.—A new primary school is to he 
built at East Hetton by Durham E.C. G. R. 
Clayton, County A., Court-la., Durham. 

Eccles.—B.C. approved plans for 50 houses at 
Part 1 of Ellesmere Park site. 

Evesham.—R.D.C. propose further 24 houses. 
Plans by R. J. P. Madge, Surveyor. 

Great Harwood.—U.D.C. propose erection of 
aged persons dwellings. 


Halesowen.—T.C. approved erection of a 


factory at Saltbrook-rd., Mogul-la., Cradley, for 


Walter Wood & Sons. . 

_Halifax.—T.C. propose adapting All Saints’ 
Vicarage as home for aged at £5,166 and 
“ Lyndhurst,” Elland, as children’s home at 
£5,500. Propose new bus station at Cross Field. 

Hazel Grove and Bramhall.—U.D.C. approved 
plans for erection of new mail and_ parcels 
sorting room, and printing room at Maple-rd., 
Bramhall, for G.P.O. 

Hindlzy Green.—Labour Club have had plans 
approved for a new club at junction of Smith- 
la. and Leigh-rd. 

Hope.—Methodist Church propose new Sunday- 
school. at £5.000. 

Hoylake.—U.D.C. propose 
houses. 

Lancs.—E.C. approved plans for grammar sch. 
at Upholland at £212,425. G. Noel Hill, County 
A., Preston. 


additional 65 
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Leominster.—T.C. proposes 42 houses at West- 
field Walk. Plans by J. Brian Cooper, Cobridge- 
chbrs., 177, Corporation-st., Birmingham. 

Liverpool.—E.C. to erect county primary sch. 
e Besford-rd., Gateacre. City A., Dr. R. Brad- 

ury. 

Lieyn.—R.D.C. received further allocation of 
20 housse. 

Matiock.—U.D.C. have approved plans for a 
village hall at Wensley-rd., South Darley, for 
P.C.; to invite tenders for further 30 houses 
on Hurst Farm Estate. 

Middleton.—B.C. approved plans for:—addi- 
tional storey to cotton store at Cromer Ring 


Mill (1919), Ltd.; extension to central iron 
works for Hunt & Muscrop, Ltd., Dane-st., 
Midd!eton. 


Nantwich.—T.C. propose conversion of 16 huts 
at Wardle at £5,831. Surveyor, H. Crabtree. 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Star Buildings, Norihum- 
berland-st., is to be converted into offices for 
the Shell Mex & B.P., Ltd. Plans by the Estate 
Dept., Shell-Mex House, Sirand, London, W.C.2 

Newcastle-on-Tyne.—Amended _ plans have 
been approved for layout of Montagu estate for 
Cussins, Ltd., buicders, Moor-ct., Gosforth. 
Architects, Newcombe & Newcombe, 23, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. 

Newcastle (Staffs).—Plans have been approved 
for the reconstruction of the Bull’s Head Hotel 
in Percy-st. Architect, S. H. Lawson, Emerson- 
chbrs., Newcastle. 

Northampton.—R.D.C. to seek loan of £91,152 
for 64 houses on various sites. 

North Riding.—A clinic and flat are to be 
built by C.C. at Saltburn at a cost of £8,000.— 
Adaptations of The Ledge, Westbourne-rd., 
Scarborough, into home for old people is being 
censidered by C.C. Extensions proposed at ihe 
premises will cost over £11,000. 

North Shields.—Plans have been prepared by 
G. H. Gray, Camden-st., North Shields, for 
fish-curing premises at Cliffords Fort for Stirk 


Bros. No contracts let—Tasker & Child, 
Trinity-bldgs., 25, New Bridge-st., Newcastle- 


on-Tyne, are architects for canning factory in 
—t for Tyneside Butchers By-Products, 
Northumberland.—A schoo] meals canteen is 
to be built at Westerhope. Plans by P. L. 
Browne, Son & Harding, Pear]-bldgs., Northum- 
berland-st., Newcastle. 

Oakengates.—U.D.C. propose 150 
Plans by Surveyor, M. 8S. Lee. 

Oldham.—Boro’ S. to prepare pans for new 
slipper baths at Central Baths. 


houses. 
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Oldham.—T.C. seek loan of £10,350 for nur- 
sery school at Roundthorn. A. L. Hobson, 
Boro’ E. & S.; have sold site at Limehurst to 
Methodist Circuit for erection of new church. 

Orrell.—British Legion propose new club in 
Gathurst-rd. 

Otley.—U.D.C. approved plans for: Altera- 
tions to “ Kose and Crown” Inn, for Bentley’s 
Yorkshire Brewery, Ltd.; offices at Beech Hill, 
for Yorkshire Electricity Board; workshop and 
offices for Guyson Industrial Equipment, Ltd. ; 
consent received to borrow £41,800 for dwellings 
on Weston-la. estate. 

Pershore.—R.D.C propose 20 houses_and four 
bungalows. Plans by Pemberton & Bateman, 
21, Vine-st., Evesham. 1 

Plymouth.—T.C. propose 93 flats on sites on 
north side of Union-st. and at interva:s between 
Octagon and Stonehouse Bridge at £249,186, 

Plymouth.—Ed. Comm. submitted to M.E. pro- 
posals for schools as follows:—Sec. mod. mixed 
sch. at Penlee; sec. mod. mixed sch. at Whit- 
leigh estate; sec. tech. mixed sch. at Widey 
Court; conversion of Stoke Military Hospital 
to accommodate Tamar sec. tech. school ; junior 
mixed sch. at Ernesettle (deferred from, 1950 
programme); junior and infant sch. at Lipson 
Tip; junior and infant sch. possibly at Durn- 
ford-st. and a junior and infant sch. on Whit- 
leigh estate.—M.E. approved the establishment. 
of Knowle Fort primary sch., the expenditure 
being £77,177.—An application is to be made to 
M.H. for £30,455 loan sanction for Montpelier 
sch. 
Rochdale.—T.C. to seek loan of £164,800 for 
erection of Kirkholt County Junior School and 
Infants’ School; to erect. Boys’ Grammar School 
at Balderstone in 1950; to provide sanitary 
accommodation at Oakenrod and Spotland 
Schools. at £6,738; propose eight maisonettes, 
28 houses and seven shops at Kirkholt estate; 
to invite tenders shortly for 10 bungalows and 
16 flats. - 

Runcorn.—R.D.C. to seek loan of £64,012 for 
four houses at Cobbs Farm, Appleton, eight at 
Knutsford-rd., Antrobus, 28 off Lodge-la., Hal- 
ton, six in Westgate-la., Great Budworth, and 
18 at Northwich-rd., Dulton, — 

Salford.—T.C. to acquire six sites for day 
nurseries; propose alterations to Heigh Public 
Hall, at £5,000; seek loan of £25,000 for pur- 
chase of land at New Bailey-st., for omnibus 
depot; approved plans for erection of syna- 
gogue at Singleton-rd., for Manchester Great 
Synagogue. * 

Seaton.—West Hartlepool Town Planning 
Comm. approved proposal to build a cinema at 
Station-la. Plams by C. L. Hes!op, architect, 
of West Hartlepool. ; 

Shardtow.—R.D.C. propose eight houses at Bor- 
rowash, eight at Chel!aston, six at Spondor, six 
at Stanley Common and Littlever. 

Sheffield.—T.C. propose extensions to market 
at Castle Hill, providing for new building, in- 
cluding licensed premises, restaurant, offices 
and lock-up shops. W. G. Davies, City A. 

South Shields.—Plans are to be prepared by 
J. Wilks, 72. Sunderland-rd., South Shields, on 
behalf of E.C. for a sec. tech. sch. near Lisle- 
rd.—Plans have been prepared by T. A. Page, 
Son & Hill, 75, King-st., South Shie'’ds, for 
extending South Shields Marine School, Ocean- 
rd.. and the plans have been forwaded by 
E.C. to M.E. 

South Shields.—F. W. Newby, 41, Harton-gr., 
South Shields, is architect for proposed rebuild- 
ing of part of premises of Smiths, Ltd., 
furnishers, Mile End-rd., South Shields. | 

South Shields.—Corporation is to build 104 
further houses. Plans by Boro’ E., J. Reid. 

South Shields—J. S. Glover, 29, King-st., 
South Shields, has been appointed quantity sur- 
veyor for proposed Simonside County Infants’ 
School to accommodate 240. Architects are 
Page, Son and Hill, 75, King-st., South Shields. 
Messrs. Page have submitted plans to E.C. for 
additions to Marine School, Ocean-rd. T.C, is 
to negotiate for 3,800 sq. yd. of land in Ravens- 
worth-ter., for a proposed canteen and nursery. 
T.C. is planning adaptations to provide old 
people’s hostel at. Simonside Lodge, at a cost of 
£4,250. Architect, H. A. Mackenzie, 1, Eldon- 
sq., Newcastle-on-Tyne. T.C. hopes to begin 
work next Spring on a community centre; plans 
by Boro’ E. (John Reid). ; 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Canteen alterations . are 
proposed in Bowesfield-la. for Ashmore, Benson, 
Pease & Co., Ltd. Architect, G. P. Stainsby, 
57. High-st., Stockton. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—_R.D.C. approved plans for 
a new dock 615 ft. long at Seaton Carew for 
William Gray & Co.. Ltd., shipbui’ders, West 
Hartlepool, and additions to Elton Hall for the 
Industrial Orthopedic Society. 

Stockton-on-Tees.—Bywaters Products, Ltd., 
builders, engineers and contractors, Stockton, 
are to erect warehouse, workshop and garage, 
William-st. North Eastern Electricity, Board 
are to carry out.alterations to premises in 
Thompson-st. Northern Gas Board are plan- 
ning additions to vertical retort plant and an- 
cillary plant at gasworks, Thompson-st. Altera- 
tions are proposed to the Palais-de-Danse, 
Skinner-st., for T. Malcolm. 

Stourbridge.—Approved plans for church, 
Sunday-school and vicarage at Norton-rd., for 
Oldwinsford Parochial Church Council. 
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Sunderiand.—J. Potts & Son, 57, John-st., 
Sunderland, are architects for Methodist Church 
and schoolrooms in Ettrick- -gr., to cost £10,000. 

Sunderiand.—A social club, including a dance- 
hall, etc., is to be built at East Beldon, near 
Sunderland. Est. cost, £20,000. Plans by W. 
Dixon & Son, 1, Collingwood- st., Newcastle. 

Thornaby-on-Tees. —T.C. p.anning the erection 
of 100 ees west of Thornaby-rd. to plans by 
Boro’ 

ropemaiy cn Tute—seehone are proposed to 

pola house at Thornaby Wharf, for Cork 
Tneulation & Asbestos Co., Ltd, 14, West Smith- 
field, London, E.C.1. Stockton Co-op. Society 
proposes _ warehouse, Thorntree-rd., | North 
Riding C.C. 5 pun for a primary ‘school at 
Thornaby, for pupils. 

Twreelyn.—R.D.C. propose 42 houses on 
yarious sites. Plans by T. Alwyn Lloyd, 6, 
Cathedral-rd., Cardiff. 

Tynemouth. ‘—Tenders are to be obtained by 
E.C. for erection of Cullercoats Marden-av. 
infants’ sch., which is estimated to cost £63,000. 

Architect, J. R. Wallace, 20, Northumberland- 
sq., North Shields.—An architect is to be ap- 
pointed by E.C. for a sec. tech. sch. in Argyle- 


ter, Tynemouth 
Tynemouth.—G. Gray, architect, Camden- 
st., Worth Shields, a prepared plans for show- 
room and varnishing room in Bedford-st., for 
D. F. Carr, care arage, Church-way, North 
Shields. T.C, has earmarked site between 
Hartburn-rd. and Station-rd. for a fire and 
ambulance station. T.C. to spend £5,500 adapt- 
ing ‘The Elms” ag an aged rsons’ hostel 
ior 21 women. Manley’s Food Products, Ltd., 
are seeking a licence to build a new factory in 
Bird-st. (architects, Tasker & Child, Trinity- 
bldgs., New Bridge-st., Newcastle-on- Tyne). 
M.E. has approved erection of Cullercoats 
County Primary Infants’ School and gymnasium 
and staff: rooms ine the High School. 
Uttoxeter.—U.D.C. propose new attested shed 
and reconstruction he existing market at £28,520. 
Wallsend.—T.C. has approved building of 50 
houses by J. H. James, builder, Archer-st., 
Wallsend, and 10 uongsiews by N. Willis, 
builder, Station- td., Wallsend. 
Wallsend.—Preliminary plans have hoon 
approved for county infants’ school on High 
Farm Estate, for Northumberland E.C, Archi- 
tect, Robert Burke, 10, Lambton-rd., Jesmond, 
Newcastle-on-Tyne. 


Wallsend.—County Planning Com. approved 
plans by W. Leech, Ltd., builders, «2, Clayton- 
st., Newcastle-on-Tyne, for 13 shops and flats 
on the Sunholme Kstate. 

Walsall.—B.C. propose 500 houses. Plans by 
Boro’ E., M. E. Habershon. 


Wellingborough.—R.D.C. seek loan of £35,000 
for houses at Bozeat and Sywell. 

Wellingborough.—U.D.C. propose a community 
centre at Croyland Park. 

emengnen. —Union Brewery premises, Walker- 
st., have been acquired by John Bromley & Co. 
(Wel ington), Ltd., for conversion to agricul- 
tural showrooms, electrical display and retail 
dome neenrs and ironmongery and hardware 
shop. 

West Hartlepool.—M. of E. approved E.C.’s 
building programme for 1950, which includes 
the Woodlands R.C. secondary grammar school 
and Brierton county secondary school. Another 
i -term ie plas is J a primary school at Owton. 

A mond, Boro’ A. 

8 cia ae: G. Stephenson, Ltd., Wall- 

gate, propose new clothing factory in Pottery- 


rd. 

Wigan.—Plans for erection of potice houses 
on various sites have been prepared by D. M. 
McKe'len, Boro’ E. 


TENDERS 


* Denotes accepted. 

+ Denotes provisionally accepted, 

t Denotes recommended for acceptance 

§ Denotes accepted subject to modification. 

4 Denotes accepted by H.M. Government 

Departments, 

Alnwick.—14 houses at Felton, for R.D.C.: 
—— & Co., High-st., Amble, Northumber- 
an 

Atherstone.—55 houses at Oldbury-rd. site, 
—- for K.D.C.: *W. D. Randall, Ather- 
stone. 

Bakewell.—_Houses for R.D.C. Six at Ash- 
ford: *M. & J. C. Turner, £9,232; eight at Chel- 
morton: *F. Allcock & Sons, £12,560; six at 
Rowsley: *J. H. Cartledge, Calver-rd., Barlow, 
£9,051; six at Taddington: *W. Gregory, £9,382. 

Barnack.—24 houses at Wansford, for R. D.C. : 
*Brick & Sons; Stamford, Lincs. 

thurs "Hospital to to clinic at Royal 
sy ic Hospital, for Hospital Board: 

Deacon, Ltd., Lombard-st., Lichfield. 

"isivounen (Go. Durham).—Erection of R.C. 
Church. Architect, C. L. ng lop, 7, Upper 
Church-st., West Hartlepool : M. Yuill 1, Ltd., 
Villiers-st., West Hartlepool. 

Canterbury.— Houses for City Council: *Teale 
Bros., 23, Biackfriars, Canterbury, £5,000 (4); 
*Richard Costain, Ltd., Anzac Cove, Howfield- 
la., Chartham, and 33, St. George’s- pl., Canter- 
bury, £4,999 (4); *Cementation Co., Ltd., 6, 
Cecil-sq., Margate, £25,085 (20 
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and Gatley.—48 évelitans at Oak-rd., 
U.D.C. E. & §. 





Councillor-la. site, for k Town 
orig Bruntwood, Cheadle: “*Frank Blurton, 
47a, Chatsworth-rd., Hazel Grove, nr. 
Stockport’ C Ches 
Ghester’—Alterations to St. Martin’s house, 
for T.C.: *W. Williams & Son, Ltd., West-st., 
Hoole, Ches. 


Cosford.—]6 poreee at Pit Meadow, Laven- 
ham, for R°: . C. J. Sewell & Son, Ltd., 
£25,313. 


Ea ae houses at Middleton St. 
George, for ae? *Parvin & Son, Bondgate, 
Darlington, £38. 


Derby. omrratien te technical classrooms ; at Allen- 
ton senior school, .B. Thos. East (F.), 
Boro A: Sites "s Sons, Ltd., ‘Navigation 
Bridge, 815, London-rd., Derby, £7,295. 

Felling-on-Tyne.—Re- -erection of ‘workshops in 
brick, steel and concrete at Bill Quay, for Scan- 
ners, Ltd., engineers, Dial House, Northumber- 
land-st., Neweastle-on- Tyne: *Direct labour. 

Friern Barnet.—Works for U.D.C.: 10 houses 
at Colney Hatch-la., *Myton, Ltd., £12,590 six 
aged persons’ dwellings, *Myton, Ltd., 

Gosport.—Houses, for T.C.: Six at Brides. 
wary, site, *John Hunt, Ltd., £7,644; four at 

oodcot, *Winnicott Bros., £5, 146. 

Guildford.—10 bungalows at Longacre, Shaw- 
fields-rd., Ash, for R.D.C. J. W. Wilton, E. & 
S., Mil "mead House: tT. Connolly, 64, Byrefield- 
rd., Guildford, £10,759. 

Jarrow. — Erection of Jarrow Bitton Hall 
County Infants’ School, for Durham_ County 
E.C. Plans by County ‘A., Court-la., Durham: 
*Myton, Ltd., Hull, £32,860 (subject to M. of E. 
approval). 

Kirkcudbright.—Works for C.C. 12 cottages 
at Crossmichael. T. Caldwell (F.), County A., 
County Offices: *Robinson & Davidson, Lid., 
St. Catherine’s Gate, Dumfries, £20,065; 12 
houses at Twynhom: Hogg & Rainey, builders, 
40, Arthur-st., Newton-Stewart; John Hohn- 
stone (Dalbeattie), Ltd., joiners, New Station- 
rd., Dabeattie ; Geo. G. Kirk, Ltd., glaziers, 
20, Cook-st., Glasgow; Wm. McLean. slater t, 
rougheaster, 12, South Fort-st., Leith;: 
MeNish & Sons, plasterers, 16, David- st., Sow. 
fries; D. Blake & Co., plumbers, 10, Beaverhall- 
rd., Edinburgh ; Inglis & Brown, electricians, 
62, Jerviston- st.. New Stevenston; Avex. W. 
Tait, painter, 51, St. Mary-st., Kirkcudbright. 
£20,459. 

Leyton.—Works, for T.C.:°5 houses with site 
works at Huxley-rd., *F. J. Coxhead & Co. (Ley- 
tonstone).* Ltd.. £7,033: 18 flats at Harrow 
Green, *F. J. Coxhead & Co. (Leytonstone), 
Ltd., £27,325; 38 houses at Ellingham-rd., *J 
&J. Dean. Lid., £49,665. 

Liverpool. —Works, for City Council : 40 houses 
at Huyton, *Boot & Sons, Lid., £66,516; 12 flats 
under apprentice master scheme, *F. Gark & 


Sons, Ltd. 

London.—We regret the name of Messrs. 
George Jones & Son (Contractors), Ltd., was 
omitted from our list of successful contractors 
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for extérnal painting of L.C.C. dwellings given 
in our last issue. ‘ 

L.C.c.—Contracts exceeding £2,500 in value 
placed by L.C.C, during period ended October 
8: Erection of ‘“ Dartmouth” Restaurant and 
lock-up shop with maisonettes above at 18-20, 
London-rd., Forest Hill, Snelling & Rayment, 
Wandsworth; adaptation of Staplefield- -pl., 
Staplefield, for use as residential school for 
physically pendicapped pupils, Hoad & Taylor, 

Horsham, Susse 

{London (Air Ministry) .—New contracts to 
value of £500 or Sg 2 for week ended October 
15; Building work; F, B,. Thackray & Co., Ltd., 
Huntingdon ; Waiter Lawrence & Son, L 
London, E. a Dismantling and re-erection 0, 
hangar: H. J. Gleeson, Ltd., N. Cheam, Surrey. 
Heating ae hot water installation : G. ’s. Hall, 
Ltd., Stoke-on-Trent. Road surfacing work: 
General Asphalte Co., Ltd., London, §,W.1. 


GYLondon (M.0.W.). — Contracts placed by 

-O.W. for week ended October 1:— 

London: Museum Telephone Exchange, How- 
land-st., Internal and external painting, Wm. 
bi instanley & Co., Windsor House, 46, Victoria- 

8.W.1; Civil Service Commission, 6, Burling- 
. gdns., Installation of canteen, Dearsley 
Carter, a1, King-st., W.6; Employment 4 
change, Shoreditch, ‘Alterations and 

J. Dunning & Sons (Weyhill), Ltd., Sandy 
Hilt -ave., Sandy Hill-rd., Woolwich. Ches.: St. 
Joseph’s R.C. School, Wallasey, School kitchen 
and dining- “room, J. H. Waring, 289, Holylake- 
rd., Moreton, Witral. Cumberland: White- 
haven Grammar School. Kitchen and dining- 
room, James Leslie & Sons, Coach-rd., White- 
haven. Durham: Jesmond-rd, School, Mad 
Hartlepool, Dining-room and kitchen, Cecil M 
Yuill, Idd. Villierset.  Weet  Harth 
Gloucester : Moreton-in-Marsh Secondary Schoo! 
Temporary schoo] buildings, Alfred Grouke 7 *: 
Sons, Lid., Milton-under-Wychwood, 4 
Bourton-on-the-Water Council School, Soemanaet 





school buildings, Alfred Groves & Sons, Ltd., 
Milton-under-Wychwood, Oxon. Hampshire : 
Western District School, Stafford-rd., South- 


ampton, Temporary classrooms, J. Bates & Sons, 


Hedge End; Telephone Exchange, Hampton, 
hie ae Extension, Mullen & Lumsden, 

yi Romsey-rd., Shirley, Southampton: 
Kent : Tele hone Manager’s Office, New Dover- 
rd., Canter urys Internal decorations and re- 
pairs, 8S. J. Sharpe & Son (Hythe), Ltd., 7, 
Portland-rd., Hythe, Kent. Lancs. : Hindley 


and Abram’ District, Wigan, Central kitchen, 
R. & J. Bradley, Armoury Bank, Ashton-in- 
Makerfield. Lincs.: Lincoln, 20 houses for 
Prison Commission, Bernard Pumfrey, Lid., 
d., Gainsborough; Girls’ _— School, 
Spalding, Dining-room and kitchen, Stokeley, 
Peterborough; The dchauvomman, 
Broadgate, Lincoln, Adaptation and _redecora- 
tions, Lincoln Co-op. Society, Works Depot, 10, 
Portland-st., Lincoln. Midlothian: M.N.I. and 
M/L, 8-14, John-st., Penicuik, Alterations and 
adaptations, J. Tait and Co., 
Penicuik. Northamptonshire : 
ing Office, Peterborough, Jellings 
Builders, Lid., 2, Walpole-st., Westwood Bridge, 
Peterborough. ‘Surzey : M/L Rehabilitation 
Centre, “ Woodle: Egham, Alterations, addi- 


tions and decorations, Howe & White, Lid., %, 
Manor-rd., Wallington. Yorks. : Girls’ Modern 
School, Drummond-rd., - Bradford, Temporary 


school buildings, J. W. Dufton & Sons, Ltd., 
Qakwell Works, Broad-la., Bramley, Leeds; 
Great and Little Preston Council School, Kitchen 
and dining-room, W. Barter, 52, Northgate, 
Pontefract. 

GLondon (War Dept.). — Works contracts 
pee by War Dept. for week ended 
er $:— 

Hants: Painting and decorating work, J. J. 
Hamilton, Oxford. Wilts.: Painting and de- 
corating work, Fields, Litd., Reading. —— 
gan: Miscellaneous work, P. Gaylard & Son, 
Bridgend. Worcs. : Painting work, 

Ltd., Poulton-e-Fylde, Lancs. Bedford: Paint- 
ing work, Lebbett & Sons, ottingham. 

Notts.: Miscellaneous work, Hugh Cox & Son, 
Ltd., Heanor; Electrical wark, F. G. Skerritt, 
Ltd., Nottingham. Yorks,: Miscellaneous work, 
S. Owst & Son, 1. 

Manchester.—Houses for T.C. at Woodhouse 
Park and Moss Nook. *P. Rowles, 129, Dane- 
rd., Sale (27); *A. Locke (1940), ere 166, i 
tock-rd., Davyhulme (93) ; *Jones & Craig, 
Brookleigh- td., Didsbury (12); *D. Fran ya, 
2, Midland Bank-chbrs., Station-rd., Urmsto 
{2 ;, - & Collier, 27, Wentworth- rd., Bwin- 
on 

Mansfield:—Houses fort T.C.: *C. H. Hill & 
Sons, Ltd., £64,105 (48); *H. peogeny Ltd., 
£70,941 (52); *E. C. Rippon, Ltd., £30 (22). 

Margate.— Houses for T.C.: E. - Leslie 
Armstrong, AMIC.E., BS., ‘40, Grosvenor-pl. 
Four at Dane Mount: *A. Mites & Son, 18, Lin- 
coln-gdis., Birchington, £5,688; three at Bir- 
chington and four at Garlinge: *W. Pay & 
Helena-av., Margate, £8,477; six at Gar- 
*H. J. D. Fuller, St. Helen’s Royal Es- 
Margate, £7,871; 10 at Gariinge: *R. 


Sons, 
linge : 
planade, 


Noble, Little Grange, Canterbury-rd., Margate, 
£12,456. 

Northampton,—Eight shops and 6 flats at 
Newnham-rd., St. David’s estate, for C.B. J. L. 














534 
fr Womersley (A.), A.M.T.P.I., Boro’ A.: *Branson 
& Jones, 3-38, Milton-st., Northampton, 

£25,492 











UNITE FOR STRENGTH 





10,000 


BUILDERS 


are now members of the 


FEDERATION 
OF MASTER 
BUILDERS 


The Largest Truly Representative 
Organisation in the Industry 





ENROL NOW 


SUBSCRIPTION £4.4.0 p.a. 


LONDON REGION—37 AREAS 
And ever 80 PROVINCIAL BRANCHES 


‘Phone or write: 
Secretary : 
26, Gt. Ormond St., Holborn, W.C.1 


Tel.: CHAncery 7583 (4 lines) 
Telegrams: ‘‘EFEMBE, Holb, London’’ 


The address of your Branch Secretary 
will be forwarded. 





THE BUILDER 


proughir-Eatensicn of catering depot, 
for Somme H. Thompson, Scalby, Scar- 
borough. 


South Shields.—20 houses at Highfield-rd. and 
Bamburgh-ave. estate, for T.C.: *Direct ‘abour 
(approved by M.H.), 

South Shields.—24 terrace houses in two blocks 


at Lizard-la., for T.C.: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowes- 
fiald-la., Stock ton-on- Tees, £24,957. 
Stamford, Lincs.—50 houses for T.C.: *Mor- 


ton Potter, Ltd,, Leicester. 
Stockton-on-Tees.—Erection of technical col- 
lege, for Durham County E.C. Plans by County 
A., Court-la., Durham: *George Dougili & Sons, 
Chestnut-st., Darlington, £199,893. 
Stoke-on-Trent.—Houses for T.C. 14 at 
Riverside-rd., Trent Vale site: *H. J. Emery, 
Ltd., £13,506; 12 at Townse nd Bucknall No. 2 
site: *J. £15,175 ; eight at Stone-st., 
Cobridge site: *J. E. Homer & Co., £10,994; 
eight at Mill Hill Farm estate, Tunstall: *F. 
Shenton, £10,246; 22 at Mill Hill Farm estate, 
Tunstall: *Direct labour, £28,052. 


Stourbridge.— Restoration of public library 
and technical school buildings, for T.C.: *A. H. 
Guest, Ltd., Amblecote. 

Sunderland. — Erection of Thorney Close 


and Girls’ School in 


Secondary Modern Boys’ 
¥ E.C. Architects, 


Orit”? construction, for 
S. W. Milburn & Partners, 9, Esplanade, Sun- 
derland: *Tarslag, Ltd., Bowesfie:d-la., Stock- 
ton-on-Tees, £457,217 (subject to M. of E. ap- 
proval). 

Sunderland.—24 houses at Pennywell, for T.C. 
Plans by Boro’ A.: *Direct labour. 

Tynemouth.—Six houses in flats at Balkwell- 


ave., North Shields, for the T.C.: *T. W. Grey, 
Front-st., Tynemouth. 
Walisend.—16 houses at St. Peter’s-rd. estate, 


with roads and sewers, for T.C.: *R. A. Gofton 


& Son, Front-st., Whitley Bay. 








SUPER-HARD DUSTLESS SURFACES 
HAVE BANISHED ALL TROUBLES 
WITH OLD OR NEW 


FLOORS 


inspect one that has withstood 
HEAVY TRUCKING FOR 25 YEARS 
and consult 


STEEL-CRETE LTD. 


35, Avenue Chambers, Southampton Row, 
London, W.C.1. Tel.: HOLborn 8011 




















BROAD-ACHESON 


CELLULAR BLOCKS 


reduce handling, erection 
and plastering costs 
BROAD &.CO. LTD., 4SOUTH WHARF 


PADDINGTON, W.2. PADdington 9091 





October 21 1949 


Wallsend.—Erection of (a) 50 houses at West- 
st. and (b) 10 houses at Elmfield-gdns., for T.C. 


G. N. Teasdale, Boro’ E.: (a) "J. H. James, 
Archer-st., Willington Quay. Wal'send; (b) *N 
Willis, Shie‘ds- rd., Newcastle-on- Tyne (both 
subject to M.H. approval). 

Wednesfield.—45 houses at Colman-ave., for 
5) S7- A. H. Lawrence, E. and S., 29, Bolton- 
rd.:— 

Tarslag, Ltd., Wo'verhampton ............ 78,043 
A. R. F. Godfrey & Co., Ltd., Wolver 

MATIOROIE 95 sche cshskseysssvenckscctaqsbsvar eaetayéen 61,498 
Fy Pickering (Builders), Wednesfield ... 60,308 
Biddulph & Thrift, Ltd., Ettingshall ...... 59,622 
Bishop Burns & Co., Wolverhampton ... 59,309 


Lewis Bros. (Wednesfield), Ltd., Wed- 
WOME i Sactresg ccdcahdcee cod anata eooeke 59,233 


tAsphalt & Public Works, Ltd., Norwich 
Union-chbrs., Congreve-st., Birming- 
BNET 20 = a coavesnchpdevaseartiocintavmseete ier 58,217 


Wednesfield.—Two blocks of 
Mattox-rd., for U.D.C. -A. H. 
S., 29, Bolton-rd. : tClayton Bros., Old Heath- 
rd., Heath Town, Wolverhampton, £6,571. 

Wolverhampton.—s4 flats for T.C.: *A. M., 
Griffiths & Son, Ltd., Thomas-st., Wolver- 
hampton. 


Fal \ 
te ESSEX STEEL 


SCAFFOLDING ~. 


SMART'S LANE, 
LOUGHTON, ESSEX 


maisonettes «at 
Lawrence, E. and 











a 








TEL.: LOUGHTON 295 
SALES HIRE 
ERECTION CRADLES | 

‘ ‘4 








WOOD BLOCK 
FLOORS 
STEVENS & ADAMS LTD. 


Victoria Works, 
Point Pleasant, Wandsworth, $.W.18 








Boyle’s -c:s2.- Ventilator 


IN USE 





OVER TWO MILLION 


ROBERT BOYLE & SON 


VENTILATING ENGINEERS 


98, HERRIES STREET, KILBURN LANE, W.10 
Tel.: LABbroke 2879 
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WATerloo 5474 
"Three Generations of Building Fs 














BUILDING EXHIBITION 


The National Federation of Building Trades 
Employers and the London Master Builders 
Association extend a cordial invitation to all 
builders visiting the Building Exhibition next 
month to call on them in their Club Room there 


This announcement appears by courtesy of 


GALBRAITH 


BROTHERS 


LIMITED 

















